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Wages: A Bold Settlement 


THE SETTLEMENT of building operatives’ working hours 
and wage rates, announced recently by the National Joint 
Council, has something in common with a blank cheque. 
The date is certain—October next; what the operatives 
then get is also certain—a reduction in working hours to 
42 and an increase of sixpence per hour in standard rates 
of pay. What is uncertain, and what in the long run is 
of most concern to all engaged in building, is what the 
cost to the industry of the settlement is going to be. It 
may be true that at the beginning of 1961 the building 
industry has a good prospect of work. But it would be 
imprudent for the leaders of any industry to use the fact 
of such a prospect alone to justify what looks like a ten 
per cent rise in labour costs. 

The cost aspect is usually prominent in wage negotia- 
tions these days, particularly in the building industry so 
much of whose work is paid for by public money. It can 
be safely assumed that neither the employers nor the 
trade unions overlooked it, though naturally their main 
concern has been to get the best possible deal for their 
members. In the present settlement the NFBTO, led for 
the last time by SIR RICHARD COPPOCK, has indisputably 
done well for its members, securing at one and the same 
time the reduction in working hours which was desired 
and also the largest single increase in wages that building 
operatives have ever had. At the same time the accept- 
ance by the NFBTO of the postponement to October of 
the date of operation is a remarkable acknowledgment 
of the problems of builders tendering firm prices: it is 
one more example of that breadth of vision which has 
so distinguished Sir Richard Coppock’s career. 


The employers have been closely examined on the 
question of cost. They point to the marked rise in pro- 
ductivity over the last twelve months or so, and are 
confident that this rise is going to continue. The rate 
at which mechanisation is taking place and the advances 
being made in training and in management techniques 
certainly give some ground for this confidence. The 
employers point out, too, that in a large part of the country 
winter conditions have always prevented the 44-hour week 
being fully worked; the small reduction to 42 hours repre- 
sents no rise in costs for those districts—at least not in 
the winter. 

But the employers seem to be relying in the main on 
that part of the settlement which refers to a revision of 
the working rule on meal breaks. The new rule has not 
yet been published, but the employers say that it means 
that tea breaks will in future be unpaid. The employers 
have made much of this part of the settlement; not sur- 
prisingly, the trade union leaders, who have to persuade 
their members to wait until October for their wage rise, 
have played it down. 

Paid tea breaks, taken in addition to the unpaid dinner 
break, have become customary in the industry; un- 
doubtedly the difficult conditions of wartime had much 
to do with their establishment. While there must be few 
employers who do not appreciate the beneficial effect on 
output of regular breaks, there is no question that, except 
on the bigger jobs where there can be adequate super- 
vision, employers have found difficulty in controlling the 
paid breaks. The abuses have given rise to many a modern 
equivalent of the music hall joke, and the reputation of 


e* 








the industry has been anything but enhanced. 

Obviously no mere form of words can bring order out 
of this kind of chaos. It is the individual employers who 
have to restore discipline on their sites. If they succeed, 
the rise in productivity which would result would offset 
a significant part of the wage rise. 

The settlement is undoubtedly a bold one. It both 
keeps the wages and conditions of building operatives in 
line with those of operatives in other major industries, 
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and at the same time, with its postponed date of opera- 
tion, steps right outside this winter’s pattern of wage 
advances in industry generally. Whether this boldness 
will be successful depends on the extent to which building 
employers are able to offset the effect of the settlement 
on their costs by seeing that the reduced number of 
working hours are worked in full. 

The NFBTE, in short, has signed the cheque but has 
largely left it to its members to fill in the amount. 


Planning: Precedents and Uncertainties 


THE NUMBER OF PLANNING APPEALS is now nearing 10,000 
each year. Some of these are withdrawn before the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government give a deci- 
sion (either because the appellant abandons his case or 
because he reaches a satisfactory compromise with the 
local planning authority), but in the great majority of 
cases a decision has to be reached. In reaching a decision, 
the Ministry cannot simply move from one precedent to 
another as would a court of law, but must consider in 
all the circumstances of the case what course of action is 
most likely to be in the public interest. The Minister 
has, however, a statutory duty to achieve consistency 
in formulating and executing policies for the use and 
development of land throughout England and Wales, so 
that the decisions of his department should fall into 
recognisable patterns; to that extent previous decisions 


‘ Mother and Child’ by Patricia Rowland, ARCA, a sculpture 
at Lowood Court, an 8-storey block of flats at Farquhar-road, 
Dulwich (illustrated in ‘The Builder’ of August 19). The 
sculpture has been cast in white concrete with Derbyshire 
Hopton Wood aggregate, and has a polished finish. Derek 
Lovejoy and Associates are the landscape architects; the 


architects for the residential development are Austin Vernon 
and Partners, FF/RIBA; and the contractors are Wates Built 
Homes Ltd., who are also the developers 





should serve as a guide or precedent to what the Ministry 
are likely to decide in any particular case. 

It is with this in mind that the Ministry have made 
a practice of issuing bulletins of selected decisions. The 
latest bulletin published this month contains epitomes of 
some 69 cases decided in 1959. They cover a wide range 
of subjects, such as design, building in ‘ green belts’ and 
other rural areas, development in residential areas, 
development in industrial areas, shops and offices, traffic 
and access problems. The statements of Ministerial policy 
which were such an excellent feature of the previous 
volume have not been repeated, but the Ministry make 
it plain that they still hold good, and reference is made 
to some policy pronouncements made since then such 
as the booklet ‘ New Houses in the Country’ issued with 
circular 26/60. 

In view of the acute shortage of building land, par- 
ticular attention is likely to be given to the cases on 
building in green belts and other rural areas. Epitomes 
are given of ten cases affecting green belts, of which seven 
were dismissed outright. It is significant, however, that 
in each of these seven cases the Ministry use language 
which suggests that development in the green belt may 
be permitted for special reasons. To quote from the 
decision on a proposal for eighteen bungalows on three 
acres: ‘ Houses on the appeal site would defeat the object 
of the green belt and, as adequate land for housing was 
allocated in the development plan, there were no special 
reasons for departure from the policy of restricting 
development in the proposed green belt.’ (Our italics.) 
Are we to infer from this that the decision would have 
been different if the appellants had succeeded in the con- 
tention that insufficient land was available elsewhere? 
Probably not, but statements of this kind suggest that 
the policy of restricting development in green belts is not 
so strict as is generally supposed. This view is strength- 
ened by the result of an investigation into English planning 
practice by Professor Mandelker, of Indiana University. 
Basing his researches on unpublished decisions affecting 
green belts in the Home Counties and the Midlands, he 
shows that the percentage of successful appeals is much 
the same as for other cases. This, we would add, is all 
the more surprising because some of the published deci- 
sions appear to be based on an over-strict application of 
green belt principles. 

Green belt policy must take account of the need for 
development in exceptional circumstances. Some uncer- 
tainty as to what will be allowed is therefore inevitable, 
but the Ministry could reduce this uncertainty. The letter 
giving the decision on appeal ought to be so worded as 
to avoid ambiguity as to the real reason for the decision. 
And it would be helpful if the Ministry published a wider 
selection; sixty-nine cases on all aspects of planning 
control is a very modest total. But, perhaps above all, 
there is need for a clearer definition of the purposes of 
the green belt and the extent to which exceptions can be 
allowed. In these days of land hunger, some elasticity 
might be allowed without prejudicing the green belt policy. 
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Coventry and Brasilia ; 


COVENTRY, a new city from the ruins of 
the old, and Brasilia, a new capital where 
no city ever stood before, are the themes 
of two films in the ‘ Look at Life’ series 
by the Rank Organisation. The first, 
‘ Rebirth of a City,’ has been seen before. 
It shows the devastated aftermath of the 
blitz, the replanning and gradual rebuild- 
ing into orderly residential and industrial 
areas, traffic-free shopping precincts and 
roof top car parking; the planning and 
ingenuity of Donald Gibson and Arthur 
Ling—a city resurgent, dominated by Sir 
Basil Spence’s great new cathedral stand- 
ing alongside the ruins of its Gothic 
predecessor. 
* * * 


THE NEW FILM in the series, which has 
the somewhat swashbuckling title of 
‘Rolling Out from Rio,’ deals with 
Brasilia, the new capital city now under 
construction 600 miles inside Brazil, 
across mountains and jungle scrub from 
Rio de Janeiro. Already 50,000 people 
are living in this new capital, with its 
streamlined prestressed concrete blocks 
of flats, wide tree-lined boulevards and 
fantastically shaped shell-formed struc- 
tures. Another 50,000 live nearby in a 
thriving shanty town reminiscent of the 
pioneer towns of America’s middle-west. 
They are the workers who are building 
the new city and when their job is com- 
pleted the shanty town will disappear. 

Building a city such as this in a 
climate that is conducive to the spatial 
and lightweight structures which modern 
materials and techniques make possible, 
is surely an architect’s dream, and some 
of the architects of Brasilia have had 
dreams which carry design into unsus- 
pected proportions. The new cathedral 
has been built underground and is sur- 
mounted by a circle of concrete pinnacles; 
the central bus station lies beneath a net- 
work of roads; and there are many 
abstract sculptures which blend miracu- 
lously with their surroundings. Brasilia is 
the hub of an experiment in social and 
industrial redistribution which is much 
admired by leading architects. 


The Aims of BASA 


THE PRINCIPAL AIMS Of the British Archi- 
tectural Students Association are centred 
round a radical reform of the broader 
educational policies of the RIBA and the 
principal schools of architecture. Certain 
proposals have been formulated by the 
executive committee of the Association 
which, when they have been discussed by 
others concerned and finally agreed, will 
be made known at a meeting at the 
RIBA today to those who rule over 
and steer the trend of current teaching. 
Speaking about the aims and activities of 
BASA at the Architectural Association on 
January 19 Mr. Hilary Chambers, imme- 
diate past-president, told a not very well 
attended meeting that the _ students, 


through their elected executive commit- 
tee, seriously considered that the present 
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system of entry into the profession was 
outdated and not conducive to the pro- 
duction of fully qualified and proficient 
future architects. Mr. Chambers consi- 
dered the present competitive system in 
schools to be obsolete, and that it was 
necessary to have some practical experi- 
ence in an office sometime during training, 
this latter to be achieved away from the 
school and by being actively concerned 
with a job, however small, from the 
client’s brief to at least the first and 
possibly the middle stages of construction. 
The present routine by some well-known 
schools of sandwiching a course with 
office training, usually during the summer 
vacation, was, said Mr. Chambers, totally 
inadequate and futile. During such a 
short period, he said, the nearest the 
student got to the crux of the matter was 
to draw details or to accompany, at arm’s 
length, an architect to the site. For the 
most part, in his experience, the student 
was both baffled and annoyed. 


* * * 


ANOTHER IMPORTANT ASPECT of training 
for which a change was desired was that 
the preoccupation with drawings and 
visual presentation should be somewhat 
curtailed in favour of a more balanced 
system of exposition and theory by con- 
centrating more than at present on a 
written solution to a problem of planning 
or of architecture. So many students, 
and indeed architects, at. present are 
not very adept at expressing themselves 
verbally or in writing. Where a layman 
finds a set of drawings quite beyond his 
comprehension, a written explanation 
would then be invaluable. It will be 
interesting to see the full text of the 
Association’s proposals when it is made 
available. 

Mr. Chambers concluded with a note 
about the forthcoming conference of the 
International Union of Architects. BASA 
are acting as official hosts to the confer- 
ence and several receptions and informal 
parties are being arranged. He called for 
volunteers to act as guides during the 
conference and especially those who are 
proficient linguists, reminding the meeting 
that the official languages are English, 
French, German and Russian. 


Helping the Export Drive 


EXCELLENT IN INTENTION, if a little 
unhappily named, the ‘ Daily Sketch’ has 
launched a ‘Big Brother’ scheme to 
assist in the 1961 export drive. So far 
34 companies have volunteered to share 
export ‘know-how’ with smaller com- 
panies wishing to develop business over- 
seas in lines which are complementary 
but not competitive with their own pro- 
ducts. 

There has already been much talk 
about the need to export; latest trade 
figures offer a warning that even the most 
devoted adherents to a ‘home-sales 
only’ policy must heed. The practical 
step taken by the ‘ Daily Sketch’ must 


therefore be welcomed, and we shall 
expect that the idea will rapidly expand. 

Firms connected with the building 
industry which have already lent support 
include: AEI, Ltd., Boulton & Paul, Ltd., 
Carborundum, Ltd., Electrolux, Ltd., 
GEC Ltd., Harland Engineering Co. Ltd., 
Pilkington Bros. Ltd., and Richard Tiles, 
Ltd. No doubt they will shortly be joined 
by others operating in the export market. 


A Peer for the Building Industry 


MEMBERS Of the building industry and its 
allied professions will be pleased by the 
elevation to the peerage of Mr. Hugh 
Molson who, until his resignation in 1959, 
had been Minister of Works. Mr. Molson 
is one of the six life peers announced on 
January 16. Both sides of the House of 
Commons have for some time recognised 
the importance of introducing younger, 
but politically experienced peers who 
will be taking an active interest in the 
parliamentary business of the Upper 
House. The building industry has like- 
wise been concerned of late, not only 
with the lack of informed opinion in the 
House of Commons, but with the absence 
of strong representation in the Lords, 
notwithstanding the presence of Lord 
Bossom who has filled the role of leading 
spokesman for the past year. 


Poet’s Corner 


QUESTIONS by an unhappy client, answers 
by an unsympathetic builder. Set to the 
tune of ‘Here we go gathering nuts in 
May.’ 


Will the plumber be finished by Xmas day 

Xmas day, Xmas day, 

Will the plumber be finished by Xmas day 
By Xmas day in the morning ? 


No, he won’t be finished by Xmas day 
Xmas day, Xmas day, 
For he’s done his worst 
and the boiler burst 
On Xmas day in the morning. 


Will the carpenter come and clear up the 
mess 
Clear up the mess, clear up the mess ? 
We'd be awfully glad if he worked (more or 
less) 
On Boxing day in the morning. 


The carpenter carpents his own sweet way 
Own sweet way, own sweet way, 

We own no sway o’er the carpenter's way 
On Boxing day in the morning. 


Will the bricklayer come and complete the 


job, 
*plete the job, ’plete the job? 
There’s an extra ten bob to complete the job 
On New Year’s Day in the morning. 


The bricklayer’s gone with all his mates 
All his mates, all his mates 

For work is a thing he loathes and he hates 
On New Year’s Day in the morning. 


Would the labourer come then, and finish 
the work 
Finish the work, finish the work ? 
We wish to goodness you’d give him a jerk 
To work some day in the morning. 


Oh- the labourer’s old and his hair is grey 
We think he stinks and certainly drinks; 
We've giv’n him the sack 
So he'll ne’er be back 
Ever to work in the morning. 


AUSTIN BLOMFIELD. 





THESE NEW OFFICES at Edgbaston are 
for Midland Employers’ Mutual Assur- 
ance, Ltd. The building consists of a 
six-storey block and a _ three-storey 
block at the rear forming a T-shape 
plan. Total floor area is 85,000 sq. ft. 

The structure is in situ reinforced 
concrete. The main elevation has a 
grid of continuous stone mullions 
between two horizontal bands of 
granite-faced concrete. Spandrel panels 
are of Serpentino marble, and windows 
are anodised aluminium sliding sash. 
The entrance canopy is steel framed 
and sheathed in aluminium. The rear 
elevations have a full height grid of 
stone mullions with spandrel panels of 
dimpled blue faience tiles. 

Office sub-division is by demountable 
steel partitions. Ceilings are perforated 
steel trays with acoustic absorbent fil- 
ling. Flooring is generally linoleum, 
with foamed rubber in corridors. Light- 
ing is by flush fittings let into the ceil- 
ing panels. In the board room and ad- 
joining waiting room the Canadian 
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Head Offices, Birmingham 


S. N. COOKE & PARTNERS, architects 


OSCAR FABER & PARTNERS, consulting engineers 





main frontage, forecourt and triple-bowl fountain 
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L. C. WAKEMAN & PARTNERS, quantity surveyors 


T.G. CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD., general contractors 


‘Circlgrid’ plastic illuminated ceil- 
ing makes its first appearance in this 
country. 

Heating is by continuous radiators 
around the outer walls just below cills. 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 

Tarmac paving: Tarmac Civil Engineer- 
ing Ltd.; precast concrete: Tarmac Vin- 
culum Ltd.; plumbing consultants: Kay & 
Co. (Engineers) Ltd.; structural steelwork: 
United Steel Structural Co. Ltd.; floor 
screeds: Isocrete Ltd.; wall tiling: R. G. 
Robertson (Tiles) Ltd.; terrazzo: Marbello 
& Durus Ltd.; asphalt: Ragusa Asphalte 
Paving Co. Ltd.; crest, balustrades, canopy, 
etc.: H. E. Breaker (Metalwork) Ltd.; strong 
room doors: Chubb & Son Lock & Safe Co. 
Ltd.; metal windows: Allan H. Williams 
(Chester) Ltd.; reinforcing steel: George 
Gadd & Co. Ltd., G.K.N. (Reinforcements) 
Ltd.; Unistruts, desks and filing cabinets: 
Sankey Sheldon Ltd.; electric fittings: 
Gerald Satchwell; fabric reinforcement: 
British Reinforced Concrete Engineering 
Co. Ltd.; Thermalite blocks: Thermalite 
Ltd.; calendar clocks: General Signal & 
Time Systems Ltd.; lockers, cupboards and 
shelving: Evertaut Ltd.; Faience tiling: 
Stourbridge Glazed Brick & Fireclay Co. 
Ltd.; glazed metal partitions: Rowe Indus- 
tries (Kirkby) Ltd.; heating and ventilating: 
Arthur Scull & Son Ltd.; lift jnstallation: 
Marryat & Scott Ltd.; linoleum: Semtex 
Ltd.; folding and roller shutter doors: 
Priory Door & Engineering Co. Ltd.; glazed 
screen in restaurant: Gaskell & Chambers 
Ltd.; suspended ceilings: Rudders & Paynes 
Ltd.; external marble: W. H. Fraley & Sons 
Ltd.; specialist joinery & marble finishes 
and Circlgrid ceiling: Harris & Sheldon 
Ltd.; internal telephones: The Reliance 
Telephone Co. Ltd.; decorated glass motifs: 
Midland Sandblast Co.; Halcrete panels: 
E. H. Smith (Westhaven) Ltd.; ironmongery 
and sanitary fittings: A. D. Foulkes Ltd.; 
landscape gardening: G. & T. Davies; foun- 
tain: John Waterer Sons & Crisp Ltd.; 
venetian blinds, etc.: Frederick Restall Ltd.; 
Marleyrail: Marley Tile Co. Ltd. 





rear elevation J, 
entrance hall and reception desk 
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Letters to the Editor 





Package Deals; 
Misnomers in Technological Terminology ; 


Building ; 
Efficient Industry; Civil 
sir,—I read with interest Mr. Arthur Engineers, Mr. Overfield (‘The Builder’ 


Kenyon’s contribution to your issue of 
December 30. May I express the opinion 
that I consider package deals have 
probably come to stay and certainly have 
some advantages for a client, especially 
when linked with financial help. 

The package deal from a client’s point 
of view, seems, nevertheless, to have two 
main disadvantages : — 

1. It is difficult for him to assess if 
he is paying a fair price. 

2. He no longer has any ‘ buffer’ 
between himself and the contractor; 
in the event of any dispute he may 
find everyone lined up against him. 
He thus may be forced either to go to 
law about it or appoint an architect 
merely to advise him on procedure. 


These two disadvantages could be over- 
come to some extent by the appointment 
of an independent quantity surveyor paid 
by the client. The quantity surveyor’s 
duties and perhaps also his fee could be 
extended a little to advise the client in 
the event of disputes between the client 
and the group. 

J. B. LATHAM [ARICS], 

Channings, Kettlewell Hill, 

Woking, Surrey. 


The Architect and the Engineer 


sir.—While I have no desire to develop 
what has been suggested to be a profes- 
sional brawl, I would propose—in order 
that we architects may judge the worth 
of the original letter from Sir William 
Holford, our President (‘ The Builder’ of 
November 11), and the reply by the Secre- 
tary of the Institution of Municipal 


of December 2)—that the following points 
that arise out of Mr. Overfield’s reply be 
cleared up: I take them paragraph by 
paragraph. ; 

1.—What is meant by the phrase ‘ practically 
all local authorities’ obtain architectural 
advice—How many? And is there anything 
derogatory in an effort to enhance a pro- 
fession and then apply the knowledge 
through the medium, in this instance, of 
local government? 

2.—I question the proportion of building 
work of an engineering character (more than 
50 per cent) as quoted, and would like some 
substantiation of this. Collaboration is 
necessary with the master planner at the 
helm, and this person cannot be by any 
stretch of imagination the ‘ Engineer.’ 
3.—The result of a team composed of En- 
gineer and Architect under the overriding 
influence of the Engineer is only too apparent 
in the way schemes large and small have 
affected our landscape and sky-line. 
4.—Contrary to what is maintained, the 
creation of independent architectural depart- 
ments is essential if work of an architectural 
character is to be the outcome. The large 
Authority should have a separate depart- 
ment, and the architectural problem of the 
small Authority should be handled by private 
architects. 

It is not in the interests of any profession 
to transfer staff from one job to another. I 
agree that under the present system this is 
often done and the staff are left wondering 
to which job they were appointed. I cannot 
agree that separate departments mean 
duplication of staff. In any case if one de- 
partment only is necessary in Local Govern- 
ment, then I suggest that the responsibility 
for control must rest on the architect. 
5.—Mr. Overfield’s suggestion of a single 
department co-ordinating all building activi- 
ties is an arrangement we might at least try. 
It cannot possibly produce results any more 
objectionable in architectural expression 
than the ones already experienced, and there 
is a reasonable chance of improvement. 
6.—I think Sir William Holford is right in 





Longboats moored at Anderton, July 25, 1960. This is just above the Anderton 
lift where the canal joins the River Weaver, and is the loading depot from which 


many longboats start their journey. 


( ( An article on ‘ English Canals,’ by John Rae, 
was published in ‘ The Builder’ of September 9 last 





The Architect and the Engineer ; 


Statutory Control of 
Economics of an 
Service Promotion 


thinking that better architects would take 
employment with local authorities with an 
architect as chief officer. True, it may lead 
to poorer engineers on the staff, but their 
overall effect on the design of building struc- 
tures would not be important. Buildings are 
in most cases of standard principles of con- 
struction with which the architect is more 
than capable of dealing; his ability to express 
the structure in beauty is a plus value. 
7.—How many local authorities have been 
disappointed with the result of experimenting 
with separate departments? Let us have 
facts, please! 
8.—Sir William’s claim that the good results 
which followed the setting up of architects’ 
branches in the LCC and the Ministry of 
Education could be achieved by other 
authorities setting up such branches is stated 
by Mr. Overfield ‘ not to follow.” Why not? 
9.—Mr. Overfield goes on from his last point 
to claim that ‘the position of the London 
County Council is unique.’ To this I would 
reply: ‘ The lesson is there to be learned.’ 
10 and 11.—In these paragraphs of his state- 
ment, Mr. Overfield claims that ‘the most 
notable achievements of the MoE architects 
have been achieved by a programme well 
beyond the means of all but the wealthiest 
authorities.’ Here I would say that there is 
no reason why architectural thought cannot 
be applied to the smallest item. 
12.—I believe a chief officer need not have 
a large staff but a staff of quality to guide 
the work through all channels, and use could 
be made even of private practice. A good 
example of this was provided by Mr. Hubert 
Bennett when he was Architect to the West 
Riding County Council. 
13.—The Engineers say the present system 
has worked well in the past. If they are 
satisfied with the mediocre architecture 
which is the result of such a system, then 
may the ‘blind continue to lead the blind’ 
and may the little architectural training 
which is given to students of their profession 
be quickly developed, bringing some joy to 
the hearts of the already initiated. 

JOHN SMITH [FRIBA], 


1 Church-street, Heckmondwike. 


Statutory Control of Building 


sirR,—From the reference in your editorial 
of January 6, to my letter published in 
your issue of December 12, some amend- 
ment of the impressions gained therefrom 
are necessary. 

I tried, albeit unsuccessfully, 
three things: 

1. That it is wrong to encourage the 
belief that there exist today some 1,400 
sets of widely varying building by-laws, 
because this just isn’t so. They are all, 
with quite minor variations in some of 
them, reproductions of the Minister’s 
model by-laws. 

Those who may be led to expect far- 
reaching changes from centrally made 
regulations in replacement of present by- 
laws are therefore bound to be dis- 
appointed because the present code 
virtually is centrally made: changes must 
be in the substance of the Regulations 
and in their administration. I wrote 
neither in favour of nor against the exist- 
ing minor differences in by-laws but 


to say 


deprecated differences in interpretation 
of by-laws generally which, in present 
circumstances, are inevitable. 

given the intended aim of 


2. That 
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Model of the London County Council’s £54m. Hyde Park Corner/Marble Arch 


improvement scheme showing the Piccadilly entrance to the underpass. 


The civil 


engineering contractors are Cubitts/Fitzpatrick/Shand. Hubert Bennett, FRIBA, 
is the architect to the LCC 


centrally made regulations is to secure 
even greater uniformity throughout the 
country and to speed procedures neces- 
sary to obtain by-law approvals, it 
would appear that a greater diversity of 
reguiaticns and two-tier arrangements 
for securing relaxations therefrom would 
not be the best means of achieving the 
desired result. 

3. That persons concerned with by- 
law administration would welcome pro- 
gressive change and that personally I was 
somewhat dismayed by announcements 
so far made. 

I take this opportunity of stating that 
Mr. Entwisle has given voice to many 
matters which have been causing con- 
cern for some time. I intimated to you 
that time and space would not permit of 
such matters being dealt with in my letter. 
Far from holding a contrary view, I sub- 
scribe to much of Mr. Entwisle’s timely 
observations which you have applauded. 
Should the forthcoming review of by- 
laws take such matters as he discussed 
into consideration, there would be 
promise of advance in the statutory con- 
trol of building. 

It must be borne in mind that Mr. 
Entwisle has referred in general terms to 
changes in specific by-laws while official 
announcements so far made have been 
limited to the form which new Regula- 
tions might take and to possible pro- 
cedures to be adopted in their applica- 
tion. 

GEO. H. BARRETT [ARICS], 

10 Smirrells-road, 

Hall Green, Birmingham. 


Misnomers in Technological 
Terminology 


sir,—No one will dispute Mr. A. 
Mackintosh’s plea (in his letter in ‘ The 
Builder’ of January 20) that in technical 
matters, as in our other affairs, words 
should have their proper meaning. In 
the case of prestressed concrete, there are 
two methods in use. In one the steel is 
tensioned before the concrete has har- 
dened. and the compressive force is 
applied to the concrete by the bond 
between the concrete and the steel. In 
the other method the steel is tensioned 
after the concrete has hardened, and the 
comprehensive force is applied by the 
pull of the wires on the anchors to which 
the steel wires or bars are fixed at the 
ends of the concrete member. 

In both cases the steel is tensioned and 
the concrete is compressed. It is neces- 
sary that terms describing prestressed 
concrete should indicate which of these 
methods is used to produce the compres- 
sion. If we use the terms ‘ prestressed 
concrete with pre-tensioned steel’ and 
‘prestressed concrete with post-ten- 
sioned steel’ we can retain the terms that 
are already in common use, but in a sense 
that indicates that the steel only is in 
tension. Most people know that the con- 
crete is compressed, but if we also wish 
to indicate this fact we could use the 
term ‘compressed concrete with pre- (or 
post-) tensioned steel ’—but it is too late 
now to stop using the term prestressed 
concrete. 

Mr. Mackintosh should not place too 
much reliance on definitions issued by 


the British Standards Institution. He 
refers to two articles published in ‘ Con- 
crete and Constructional Engineering.’ 
He may also be interested to read the 
criticism of British Standard No. 2787, 
‘Glossary of Terms for Concrete and 
Reinforced Concrete,’ published in that 
journal for February, 1957, and reprinted 
later in ‘ Editorial Notes from Concrete 
and Constructional Engineering,’ which 
indicates that the BSI is hardly a suitable 
body to try its hand at definitions. 

In his reference (in the third para- 
graph of his letter) to prestressed con- 
crete and prestressed steel, Mr. Mackin- 
tosh seems to be under the misapprehen- 
sion that, when it is prestressed, con- 
crete is subjected only to compressive 
stresses. This is not so. Tensile and 
shearing stresses are also present. 
Indeed, when large compressive forces 
are applied by the tensioned steel, the 
middle of a concrete beam can be seen to 
rise, and a member that is bent must be 
subjected to stresses other than com- 
pressive, in the same way that a steel 
beam is subjected to other stresses when 
a steel frame is purposely deformed so 
that its members are in compression. 
These unwanted secondary stresses are, 
however, in both cases of small magni- 
tude, and do not negate the value of the 
major compressive stresses. 

All compressive forces produce stresses 
other than compressive. Perhaps the 
most striking example in building work 
is the crushing of a concrete cube in a 
testing machine. The first indication of 
failure is the appearance of cracks, fol- 
lowed by the flying-off of pieces of con- 
crete, often with great force, thus indi- 
cating that the failure is in fact the result 
of shearing stresses produced by com- 
pression. Indeed, for some years it has 
been claimed that a compression test is 
a reliable method of ascertaining the ten- 
sile strength of concrete. 

In both concrete and steel the large 
compressive stresses produced by pre- 
stressing increase the resistance of the 
material to bending stresses. 

H. L. CHILDE, 


Riverhead, Kent. 














‘I’m going mad trying 
to puzzle out what it’s 
going to look like!’ 








The Economics of an Efficient Industry 

sir,—-It is hoped to maintain the efficient 
service of the building industry in 
England and to prevent unemployment 
among its workers by trying to impress 
upon the minds of those responsible for 
national economic planning the follow- 
ing factors: 

A restriction on credit within 
country creates unemployment: 

An increase in taxation increases the 
bureaucracy and decreases the value of 
earnings; 

The *‘ balance of payments’ deficit is a 
phenomenon which concerns England as 
a whole on the one hand and her 
creditors on the other. As long as 
Englishmen do not borrow more food, 
raw materials and products from abroad, 
it does not affect the ‘balance of pay- 
ments’ whether they are employed or 
unemployed; 

The actual price of imports is higher 
than the price of home-produced raw 
materials and goods, due to the bad 
credit that England has developed abroad. 
This difference should make itself felt on 
the home market, so that the minimum of 
imports be actually consumed here. The 
price of imports to the English consumer 
should be greater than that of home-pro- 
duced materials and articles. This cannot 
be done by the increase of import duties 
alone. 

The building industry relies chiefly on 
home-produced raw materials. It helps in 
the economic efficiency of the country. 


the 


There is a large building requirement in 
road building, housing, factories, slum 
clearance and rubbish clearance. It would 
be unwise to cause unemployment in the 
building industry by stopping borrowing, 
whether short or long term. The ‘ balance 
of payments’ would not be helped but, 
because of discomfort, hindered, for the 
efficiency of the export workers depends 
on the roads, the factories and the 
houses, clean air and wholesome appear- 
ance of the countryside. 

The producers of exports rely on credit 
for their raw materials from those coun- 
tries whence imports originate. If they 
import according to orders, there should 
not be any trade deficit. The selling of 
the services of English labour can pay 
only if it justifies international demand 
both in the developed and undeveloped 
countries, through the production of 
goods of real value. 

B. BEDNARCZYK, 

37 Cook’s Spinney, Harlow, Essex. 


Civil Service Promotion Qualifications 
sir.—I would certainly agree with Mr. 
E. H. J. Evans (‘ The Builder’ of Janu- 
ary 13) that the Civil Service consider 
willingness of quantity surveyors to serve 
overseas as a qualification for promotion 
more necessary than experience, but 
would it not be better to make the 
question of overseas service relate to the 
Establishment Boards? This would then 
put everyone on an equal footing, and 
would not hinder promotion. 


The Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial 


Winning Design for 


A DESIGN for the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Memorial in Washington, DC, reminis- 


cent of Stonehenge, the prehistoric stone 
temple standing on Salisbury Plain, has 
been chosen (writes our Washington Cor- 
respondent) as the winner by a panel of 


Washington Project 


assessors which includes Pietro Bellu- 
schi, Dean of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and Francis Biddle, head 
of the design commission. 

The design centres on eight free stand- 
ing concrete elements bearing selections 
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The aim today should be to offer more 
established posts and get rid of the old 
temporary grades; each person would then 
have to prove qualification and experi- 
ence for promotion, no matter what his 
age. The question of overseas service 
would then be automatic and when names 
came up for posting, they should either 
accept or resign; after all, they accept the 
chance of any overseas duties when they 
apply for the post. 

Temporary grades when offered Estab- 
lishment should either accept al] the 
conditions, including overseas duties, or 
resign, as at present under War Depart- 
ment rulings they just sit tight in their 
present office until retiring age, thereby 
preventing the Established grades from 
taking over. 

At present there are far too many little 
niches where people who have held the 
post since the beginning of the war just 
stagnate, to the detriment of the younger 
generation just entering the service of the 
Crown; until the present system is drastic- 
ally overhauled, there is no incentive. 

I must add in all fairness to the Civil 
Service that had Mr. Evans wished to 
qualify during his 22 years’ service he 
would have had every opportunity to do 
so, by obtaining time off to attend 
recognised courses and by the payment 
of fees including the provision of books, 
all at the taxpayer’s expense, age being 
no bar to this privilege. 

D. OLDROYD, 
18 Wellsgate-gardens, Blackpool. 


from the speeches and writing of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, President of the United 
States of America during World War II. 
If accepted by various official bodies, the 
monument will be erected on a 27-acre 
site in West Potomac Park. 

The winning design was submitted by 
the New York architectural firm com- 
posed of William F. Pedersen and Brad- 
ford S, Tilney, of 21 East 40th Street, 
New York City. Joseph Wasserman and 
David Beer are associate architects and 
Norman Hoberman is the sculptor. The 
structural engineering firm of Ammann 
and Whitney are consultants on how to 
make the concrete elements safe in hurri- 
canes. The winners, out of a field 
of 574 entries, receive a prize of $50,000. 

The design comprises eight tablets 
rising from a polished terrazzo platform 
of several levels, which are connected by 
Stairways, covering about an acre. The 
tallest tablet would be 165 feet high. 

The critics have not hesitated to voice 
their opinions concerning the proposed 
design. One has said that looking at the 
proposed memorial in sculptural terms, 
‘one’s first impression is a set of book 
ends just out of the deep freeze. Later 
when the high shouldered, stylized, 
abstract forms have been studied more 
carefully, and especially as they may be 
seen from the air, there is the suggestion 
one is looking at a Committee.’ Another 
critic, praising the design’s simplicity has 
said that it is a sort of version of Moses 
and his tablets of stone. 

The estimated cost of the Memorial is 
$4,254,366 which will be raised by 
national subscription. 
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Ariel Hotel, London Airport 


RUSSELL DIPLOCK ASSOCIATES, architects, in association with 
F. J. WILLS & SONS, FRIBA 
MYTON LTD., general contractors 





exterior from the Bath Road, and (below) internal court 


THIS NEW HOTEL, owned by the Palace Hotel 
Ltd., was opened on January 9, 1961, by the 
Minister of Aviation. Accommodation is pro- 
vided for 300 persons, of whom most will be 
air passengers. 


The 4-storey building, 176 ft. in diameter 
and 48 ft. high, is designed as a hollow drum 
on a base which contains the public rooms and 
encloses an interior well set out as a land- 
scape garden. The three upper floors con- 
tain 186 bedrooms, flanking the _ internal 
corridors in outer and inner circles. All the 
96 double rooms are equipped with com- 
municating doors, so that additional accom- 
modation can be used as lounges to form 
complete suites, and some of the single rooms 
are studio rooms. Offices on the ground floor 
include the reception area and lounge; the 
main restaurant, seating more than 100; 
*quick service’ lunch-counter, and kitchens; 
cocktail bar and ‘Circle Inn.’ and _ staff 
quarters. 


Each bedroom has a tiled bathroom and 
shower, and is equipped with radio, TV and 








telephone. The double and single studio 
rooms have dual purpose furniture. with 
the beds converting to divans for day- 
time use. 

Sound-proofing of the bedrooms is 
satisfactorily attained by the installa- 
tion of double windows, which have 
Venetian blinds set between, and an 
underfloor quilt of glass fibre. 

Air-conditioning is by a Carrier 
Weathermaster system. Air is drawn 
from outside into a central plant, where 
it is carefully filtered to remove dust and 
airborne solids, humidified or dehumid:- 
fied according to season. The condi- 
tioned air is distributed at an even tem 
perature and high velocity through a 
small diameter conduit system to 
individual Weathermaster induction 
units concealed in the false ceilings over 
bathrooms. These units mix and distri- 
bute the conditioned primary air and 
recirculated room air. By means of a 
local manual control guests may adjust 
the temperature to their liking without 
unbalancing the air supply. 

Corridors are lined with beech board- 
ing, behind which are the service pipe 
ducts. Ceilings are Asbestolux coated 
with plastics. 

Lift lobbies are decorated in a 
sgraffito mural, executed by Mr. Geoffrey 
E. Wickham, and depicting birds in 
flight; Mr. Sam Horwitz, an American 
interior designer, was responsible for 
the layout of the restaurant and the 
Circle Inn and special equipment for the 
restaurant and kitchens was designed 
and manufactured by Lyons’ Works 
Department. The exterior is clad in 
white mosaic with parapet and _ first- 
storey ring beams finished in Glamorock 
black crushed stone. 

The * Circle Inn’ decor is a nostalgic 
wrapping of Victorian times around the 
comforts of a modern public house. 
Walls and doors are of polished 
mahogany, and the long bar has a 
marble-topped counter. Two specially 
designed trolleys will be used to prepare 
hot and cold speciality sandwiches. 
Food and drink will be served to the 
customers at their tables. Over the 
fireplace is an illuminated print of the 
Ariel flying machine invented in 1842 
by Henson and Stringfellow. 

Construction began at the end of 
1959, and the contract cost was 
£900,000. R. L. Bourqui & Ptnrs.: struc- 
tural engineers; Bare, Leaning & Bare: 
quantity surveyors. 
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sub-contractors & suppliers : 

Mosaic & wall tiling: W. B. Simpson & Son Ltd.; airtube system: Lamson Engineering 
Co. Ltd.; structural steel: Smith & Jewell Ltd. painting: Decorative Specialists Ltd.; 
acoustic panel ceilings: Coronet Engineering Co. Ltd.; granite and marble: Frank England 
Ltd.; refuse ejecter units: Code Designs Ltd.; stone pavings: Kendall Flooring Ltd.; 
ironmongery: W. N. Froy & Sons Ltd.; Situflex: Prodorite Ltd.; internal doors: Adams 
& Co. (West Drayton) Ltd.; metal casements: Ideal Casement (Reading) Ltd.; asphalting: 
The Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co. Ltd.; wall & floor tiling: Alan Milne Ltd.; 
sanitary fittings: Stitson Sanitary Fittings Ltd.; tile paving & terrazzo: Ventor Terrazzo 
& Mosaic Co. Ltd.; pavement lights: Girlingstone Ferro-Concrete Ltd.; flooring: The 
Marley Tile Co. Ltd.; lightning protection: W. J. Furse Ltd.; mirrors: John Hall & Sons 
(Bristol) Ltd.; fibrous plaster & corridor ceiling: Clark & Fenn Ltd.; internal telephones: 
Reliance Telephone Co. Ltd.; lifts: Otis Elevator Co. Ltd.; plumbing: Ellis (Kensington) 
Ltd.; heating & air conditioning: Carrier Engineering Co. Ltd.; plastering: J. H. Jenner 
(Plasterers) Ltd.; electrical work: Troughton & Young Ltd.; ph lounge & restaurant 
entrances: Fredk. Sage & Co. Ltd.; corridor panelling: Russell Furnishings Ltd.; bedroom 
furniture: Waring & Gillow Ltd.; joinery: Builders’ Supply Co. Ltd.; windows & doors: 
Sound Control Ltd.; fibre glass shelves: Robin Engineering Co. Ltd.; hose reels, etc.: 
John Taylor Dunford & Co. Ltd.; plastic extrusions: Tanaplas Ltd.; blinds: Venetian 
Blinds Specialists Ltd. 
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UPPER FLOOR BEDROOMS 


GROUND FLOOR, Scale: | in. = 48 ft. 
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Top, a typical corridor serving the bedrooms. 
Walls are panelled in beech boarding, arranged 
in removable panels for access to the services 
behind, Lighting is concealed over the bedroom 
doors, with some vertical strips in the corridor 
wall panels. Above, a typical bathroom 
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Ariel Hotel, London Airport 








Productivity and 
Prices 


‘The Builder’ Quarterly Analysis 
of Trends 


Specially prepared for ‘ The Builder’ 
by Professor C. F. Carter, Stanley 
Jevons Professor of Political Economy, 
University of Manchester, and former 
member of the Girdwood Committee 
on the Cost of Housing, from statis- 
tics kindly supplied by the Ministry 
of Works (Statistical Branch). 


COPYRIGHT: ‘THE BUILDER’ 


IN THE THIRD QUARTER of 1960 the gross 
output of the industry rose by another two 
points, retaining its gain of about 8 per 
cent since 1959. Contrary to recent 
trends, the increase was achieved wholly 
by new non-housing work and by repair 
and maintenance, and the gross output 
of housing work actually fell. This may 
be an insignificant fluctuation due to the 
weather, or it may indicate that the 
industry has now reached the state of 
over-full employment in which housing 
schemes tend to lose labour to bigger 
contracts; it will be interesting to watch 
the figures for the next few quarters. The 
housing ‘load’ in 1960 was in any case 
lower than in 1959, and it seems likely to 
fall a little further in 1961, so that there 
will be opportunity for the transfer of 
resources to the heavy programme of 
industrial, commercial and educational 
building and of public works. 

New non-housing work showed an in- 
crease of two points in net output per 
man month, while housing showed a fall, 
probably of no significance. It is a 
mistake, however, to think of the produc- 
tivity of the industry as something 
which grows solely by the application of 
new techniques, independent of the 
amount of work to be done: much of the 
recent rise must have been the result of 
the kind of ingenuity which is always 
trying to squeeze out a little more output 
by better organisation of the limited 
supply of skilled labour. In this sense 
a high net output per man-month is 
naturally associated with a heavy load of 
work—always provided that attempts to 
improve productivity are not frustrated 
by waiting for materials or machines. 

But the full employment of the industry 
(which seems likely to continue for a 
considerable time) has of course another 
side; some contracts are being unreason- 
ably prolonged because of local difficulty 
in ‘digesting’ the amount of work in 
hand, and there are reports that clients 
are finding it difficult to obtain tenders 
and that sharply inflated prices are being 
quoted. Any such inflation will not be 
reflected in Table B, but it will be seen 
that we have suggested a further small 
rise in the output price indices, taking 
the figure for ‘ all building’ to a level 2-3 
per cent higher than that in 1958 and 
1959. The rise in productivity has largely 
offset the rise in wages (different answers 
about the effect on labour costs can be 
obtained, according to the date one starts 
from); but the rise in materials prices is 
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TABLE A.—OUTPUT OF THE BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING 
INDUSTRY IN GREAT BRITAIN (excluding direct work of Public Authorities) 


Values at 1955 Indices, 1955 (average)= 100 














Actual average prices | (constant prices) 
value of 
gross 
output Gross Net Input of Materials Net 
output output materials Gross input output 
: Output per man- per man- 
£ mn. £ mn. £ mn. £ mn. month month 
TABLE 1.— New housing work 
1956* 142 135 60 75 99 105 103 
1957* 138 130 58 72 95 109 109 
1958* 129 121 53 68 88 115 111 
1959 I 132 126 55 71 92 124 117 
Il 140 132 59 73 96 119 118 
Ill 146 139 61 78 101 126 122 
IV 150 145 64 81 105 131 125 
1960 I 147 143 64 79 104 128 126 
Il 161 153 68 85 111 133 130 
Ill 160 150 68 82 109 128 129 
TABLE 2.— New non-housing work 
1956* 192 184 87 97 119 106 107 
1957* 208 192 91 101 123 106 108 
1958* 222 199 93 106 128 110 108 
1959 I 225 207 96 111 133 117 114 
Il 239 217 101 116 139 118 116 
Ill 243 221 103 118 142 120 118 
IV 239 221 104 117 143 122 121 
1960 I 236 221 103 118 142 124 123 
II 253 230 108 122 149 125 124 
Ill 263 239 112 127 154 128 126 
TABLE 3.— Repair and maintenance work 
1956* 100 93 63 30 101 107 101 
1957* 101 90 62 28 98 105 100 
1958* 104 91 62 29 99 106 100 
1959 I 107 94 63 31 103 111 101 
Il 117 99 65 34 108 123 101 
lil 118 99 67 32 108 112 101 
IV 120 103 66 37 112 128 102 
1960 I 117 100 65 35 110 127 102 
II 122 100 66 34 109 121 101 
Ill 128 104 67 37 113 127 101 
TaBLe 4.— All building and civil engineering work 
1956* 434 412 211 201 107 107 104 
1957* 447 412 212 200 107 108 106 
1958* 455 410 208 202 107 111 107 
1959 I 464 427 214 213 111 118 111 
Il 496 448 225 223 117 119 12 
Ill 507 459 231 228 119 120 14 
IV 509 469 234 235 122 126 117 
1960 I 500 464 232 232 121 126 118 
Il 536 483 242 241 126 127 119 
Ill 551 493 247 246 128 127 120 
TABLE B.— PRICE COMPARISONS 

Index numbers (1955 First Quarter=100) of the prices of : 

Building Output price indices : Manu- 

All Materials labour factures, 
ee . for per ‘output’ Retail 
materials housing man- All Housing Newnon- Price pricest 

hour building work housing indext 
work 

1953* 97 96 93 97 97 97 99 96 
1954* 97 97 97 97 97 98 100 98 
1955*. 102 102 104 103 103 103 101 102 
1956*. 107 106 113 108 108 107 106 107 
1957* 111 109 119 112 109 112 109 111 
1958 I 112 109 122 114 111 114 110 113 
Il 111 109 123 114 110 114 110 115 

Ill 111 108 125 114 110 115 110 114 

IV 111 108 125 114 109 114 110 115 

1959 I 110 108 126 113 108 113 110 116 
II 110 108 128 113 108 112 110 115 

Il 110 108 128 113 107 111 110 115 

IV 111 108 128 112 107 111 110 115 
1960 I 111 109 129 113 107 111 110 115 
112 110 134 115 108 112 111 116 

Ill 112 111 135 115 109 111 112 116 

Iv+ 113 112 13: 116 110 112 112 117 


* Quarterly average. 


1 ; + Not Ministry of Works estimate. 
In both tables figures in bold type have been changed or added since last quarter. 
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exerting its upwards pressure. The rise in the price of manu- 
factures in general continues to be slow and small; and, though 
retail prices are edging upwards, the rise shown for the fourth 
quarter of 1960 may mainly be seasonal. There are, however, 
more rises in prospect. The effect of the recent settlement 
about building rates and hours will be uncertain, until we see 
how far the reduction in time off for meals and tea-breaks 
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offsets the shorter hours and higher wages. But many miscel- 
laneous costs of the industry seem likely to rise; we remain 
in a situation of gentle inflation. 

The year 1960 was not a particularly good one for British 
exports, though by good luck we kept away from the danger 
of a sterling crisis. The various measures of restraint which 
the Government has taken are intended to prevent over-full 
employment, a precipitous rise in prices, and a still more 
serious loss of exports. The question must now be asked: does 
the present mild inflation mean that exports are losing more 
ground? Will the Government need to use further measures 
of restraint? And would these measures have a bad effect on 
the building industry? If there were an easy answer to such 
questions, the Chancellor of the Exchequer would no doubt 
be delighted to hear it. He has many conflicting pieces of 
advice at this time of the year, and indeed some people consider 
that the whole policy of protecting the foreign reserves by 
damping down activity is misconceived. 

My own guess is that, if certain optimistic forecasts about 
the United States economy turn out to be somewhere near 
right, we may win through without more restrictions; and 
that, having regard to the nature of the queue of jobs which 
awaits the attention of the building industry, it is not very 
likely that there will be any serious fall in activity in the 
industry during the next two years, even if Government policy 
does change. But of course what is hopeful for the industry 
need not be at all satisfactory for some of the firms within 
it; and, in particular, firms in some areas who are specialised 
on house-building must be wondering where the land to build 
more houses is to come from. 
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Proposed High Flats, Leeds 


J. R. SHERIDAN-SHEDDEN, DIP ARCH, FRIBA, city architect 
P. B. HASWELL, BARCH, ARIBA, deputy city architect 


A. A. WOOD, DIPL ARCH, DIPL TP, ARIBA, chief assistant architect, housing group 





THESE MULTI-STOREY FLATS, designed for 
Leeds housing committee, will be 
erected on various sites in the City. 

The 23-storey block contains 177 flats 
for 533 persons. Each floor has 8 flats, 
4 four-person and 4 two-person. The 
block is served by three lifts operating 
at 300 ft/min and calling at all floors. 
The ground floor contains 72 moped 
stores, the caretaker’s flat and a covered 
play area, and the building is entered 
via bridges. 

At basement level there are 2 refuse 
container rooms, 2. sub-stations, a 
water-booster plant and 22 garages. In 
addition there is a 50 ft. wide forecourt 
round the block at this level to accom- 
modate a further 60-95 garages depen- 
dent upon site gradient. This sunken 
court is reached by ramp, thus achieving 
complete pedestrian and motor vehicle 
segregation. 

The dwellings are heated in living 
rooms and halls by electric floor panels 


operating on the ‘off peak’ tariff. 


Water heating is by means of two 
immersion heaters, one functioning on 
the off-peak tariff and the other avail- 
able for the tenant to use at other times. 
Refuse disposal is by chute. The dining- 
kitchens are equipped with a stainles¢ 
steel sink unit, electric cooker, mela- 
mine surfaced work-top and dresser 
unit, and have space for a refrigerator 
and washing machine. Bathrooms and 
we’s have mechanical ventilation and 
all duct services are centralised between 
two dwellings. Windows are of the 
metal reversible pivot hung type. Bal- 
conies are omitted and the extra area 
incorporated in the living room. 
Experience of other high blocks has 
shown that due to exposure, balconies 
tend to be unused on all but the hottest 
of days. Eight stores and two drying 
rooms are provided at each floor level. 
Incinerators are also included. Con- 
struction is reinforced concrete with 
brick and mosaic cladding. 

The 12-storey block contains 44 flats 


23-storey slab blocks 


There are 4 flats per 


for 132 persons. 
floor, 2 four-person, 2 two-person, and 
there are no dwellings at ground floor 


level. The building is served by two 
lifts operating at 150 ft./min. and calling 
at alternate floors. The ground floor 
contains moped stores, refuse rooms, 
caretaker’s store, a sub-station and a 
drying room. There is a further drying 
area on the roof, surrounded by a 
pierced screen wall. 

In some cases, due to the slope of the 
site, it will be possible to provide a 
sunken garage court at ground level 
with mezzanine pedestrian access by 
bridge from the paved garage roofs. The 
garage court is reached by a vehicle 


ramp. 
The building is brick clad, with 
mosaic spandel panels and _ metal 


framed glass panelled balustrades. The 
pilotis at ground level are faced with 
mosaics and the pierced screens at roof 
level are preeast concrete. Construction 
is similar to the 23-storey block. 
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B. A. MUDD, ARIBA, senior assistant architect, housing group 
OVE ARUP & PARTNERS, structural consultants 













































































23-Storey Block, Ground and Typical Floor 
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12-storey blocks, west and south elevation 
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A Water Sports Centre at Washington, DC 


Extensive Boat Storage and Launching Facilities for Schools 


From Our Washington Correspondent 


THE NEWLY COMPLETED water sports centre 
at Washington, DC, commands a beautiful 
view from its boat-house on the Potomac 
river. The building was designed by Mr. 
William M. Haussmann, the architect and 
designer of the Carter Baron Amphi- 
theatre and the Concert Barge at the 
Watergate. The building itself is a con- 
temporary structure of native stone, brick 
and wood, designed with balconies and a 
sun deck overlooking the river. The 
floating docks and ramps are constructed 
of aluminium and styrofoam. 

With this facility it is possible to keep 
a canoe, rowing boat or rowing shell safe 
and dry, and when it is needed for use it 
is placed on a light truck and delivered at 
the water’s edge. The boat-house is pro- 
vided with ample locker space, a well 
furnished recreation lounge, showers and 
a refreshment area. 

The boat-house will accommodate 36 
racing shells, between 250 and 300 canoes 
and 15 rowing boats. While not intended 
as a power-boat centre, it is permissible 
to store and use outboard motors up to 
34 horsepower. Formerly the schools and 
colleges in the area were accustomed to 
use the facilities of Dempsey’s Boat- 
house, a land mark in Washington for 
many years and rendezvous for many 
prominent Washingtonians. 


Ses 
SAO) ne 
\ 


i 


PTS SN 


4 sebier 





The sports centre from the Potomac river 


half-mile from the well-known Watergate 
Barge where summer concerts are held. 


and their instructors in canoes down river 
from the new boat-house, which is only a 
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The high cost of rowing equipment has — 
always been a problem for the schools in oa a = mers 
the Washington area who were anxious to 1 : 
add rowing to their list of available 
sports. This problem will soon be solved 
because the management of the new sports | 
centre is contacting colleges all over the 
country, whose activities include rowing, balcony _ : 
for the purpose of making available ig T 
surplus equipment which can be _ pur- 
chased at reasonable prices by the area 
Schools in the 
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News of the Week 


Mr. Antony Armstrong-Jones 


AS ANNOUNCED from Clarence House, Mr. 
Antony Armstrong-Jones has accepted 
an invitation from the Council of Indus- 
trial Design to assist in its work. The 
idea that Mr. Armstrong-Jones should 
take an active part in the work of the 
Council was his own and arises out of his 
personal interest in matters of architec- 
ture and design. He will assist the Coun- 
cil in an advisory capacity and, since he 
intends to concern himself with its day- 
to-day work, he is not joining the Coun- 
cil itself whose members are primarily 
concerned with general direction of 
policy. Mr. Armstrong-Jones will work 
with the Director, Mr. Paul Reilly. 


‘Architectural Week’ at Kingston Store 


PHOTOGRAPHS, drawings and models of 
contemporary houses, commercial and 
other buildings were on view at an exhi- 
bition in connection with an ‘Architec- 
ture Week’ held at Bentalls Ltd., King- 
ston-upon-Thames, from January 9 to 14, 
and arranged by the Kingston district 
chapter of the South-Eastern Society of 
Architects. The exhibition was opened 
by Sir Hugh Casson, MA, FRIBA, and 
among the exhibits was one of a pro- 
jected ‘new look’ for the shops in King- 
ston Market Place, suggested by a joint 
committee of members of Kingston Town 
Council and Kingston Chamber of Com- 
merce. 


Sculpture Competition at Newcastle 


A PANEL of eight assessors has chosen five 
sculptors to compete for designs for a 
centrepiece for a housing development 
scheme for Newcastle-upon-Tyne, The 
sculptor selected will be paid about £1,250 
and will have up to £1,000 available for 
his materials. The five sculptors are: 


Trevor Bates, Sevenoaks; Geoffrey 
Dudley, Wolverhampton; Garth Evans, 
London; Kenneth Ford, Rugby; and 


William Wise, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 


University of Auckland 


ENROLMENT OF STUDENTS for the inter- 
mediate course at the School of Archi- 
tecture, University of Auckland, New 
Zealand, will take place from February 
20 to 22; enrolment for the professional 
years of the course will occupy the 
succeeding two days. The autumn term 
begins on March 27. The School, which 
works in close collaboration with the 
Town Planning Department of the 
University, trains architects on a broad, 
systematically planned but flexible course 
of full-time studies. It is recognised by 
the New Zealand Institute of Architects 
for membership and registration. It is 
also recognised by the RIBA, and 
throughout the British Commonwealth. 
Copies of the prospectus for 1961 may 
be obtained from the Registrar, School 
of Architecture, Lower Symonds-street, 
Auckland Cl, New Zealand. It should 
be noted that the opening date for sub- 
mission of testimonies of study to the 
NZIA is March 7; the closing date is 
August 3. 





Mr. Armstrong-Jones being greeted by 

Mr. Paul Reilly, Director CoID, when he 

began work at the Design Centre on 
Monday 


Additions to Metropolitan Green Belt 


MR. HENRY BROOKE, the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, proposes to 
approve with modifications the proposal 
by the Buckinghamshire County Council 
to add a substantial area in the County 
to the Metropolitan Green Belt. An area 
of some 49,000 acres in south Bucking- 
hamshire is already approved green belt. 
It lies roughly east of a line drawn from 
Amersham to Maidenhead Bridge. The 
area now to be added will extend the 
green belt as far west as Marlow and as 
far north as the Lower Icknield Way just 
beyond the scarp of the Chilterns. 

The County’s proposals embraced an 
area of about 88,000 acres. The Minister 
proposes to add some tracts of land and to 
cut out others, reducing by about 7,000 
acres net the area put forward by the 
Council. 

Several towns within daily reach of 
London which have experienced a high 
rate of post-war growth will now be 
wholly surrounded by green belt. But 
room has been left for some increase of 
population at places such as Amersham, 
Beaconsfield, Chesham and Marlow, while 
in the High Wycombe area considerable 
room for expansion has been left. It is 
estimated that in towns surrounded by 
the extension of the green belt a growth 
of 40-50 thousand population will be 
possible. The Minister’s modifications 
will now be put on deposit for public 
inspection, and any objections to them 
will be considered before a final decision 
is made. 


Problems in Landscape Design 


AN EXHIBITION entitled ‘Landscape for 
Living,’ organised jointly by the Arts 
Council and the Institute of Landscape 
Architects, is now showing at the Arts 
Council Gallery, 4 St. James’s-square, 
London, SWI. It will continue until 
February 4. Photographs show first the 
evolution of British landscape from the 
earliest days of human setilement to the 


present day. The main theme of the 
exhibition illustrates current problems 
created by industry, new towns, road- 
building, etc., and their solution in 
modern practice. 


RIBA News 


THE RIBA INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION Was 
held in London and seven provincial 
centres from November 7 to 14 last. Of 
the 405 candidates examined, 128 were 
successful, and 277 were relegated. 


THE FOLLOWING RIBA Prizes and 
Studentships are in addition to those 
announced in our January 13 issue: 

RIBA PRIZE FOR ART SCHOOLS AND TECHNICAL 
INSTITUTIONS WITH FACILITIES FOR INSTRUC- 
TION OF INTENDING ARCHITECTS (£10 IN BOOKS) 
1960: J. B. Cossins (Dept. of Arch., South 
West Essex Technical College and School of 
Art, Walthamstow). 

LONDON ASSOCIATION OF MASTER STONE- 
MASONS PRIZE: CERTIFICATE AND £50 FOR 
STUDY OF NATURAL STONEWORK.—C.,. E. Wide. 


Architecture of the New Stockholm 


AN EXHIBITION of ‘ Architecture of New 
Stockholm’ will be held at The Building 
Centre, Store-street, WCl, from February 
3 to February 22 (hours: 9.30 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Saturday 1 p.m.). The exhibition, 
designed and arranged by the City 
Council of Stockholm, will consist of 
drawings, photographs, models, etc., illus- 
trating building and planning develop- 
ments in Stockholm and surroundings, 
commerce, transport, recreation, educa- 
tion, housing, etc. There will be a private 
view and opening on February 2 at 3 p.m. 
by the chairman of the Stockholm City 
Council, Carl Albert Anderson, under the 
chairmanship of Sir Basil Spence, RA. 


Housing Centre Conference 


THE THEME of the 1961 Housing Centre 
Conference, to be held at the County 
Hall, London, from June 21 to 23, will be 
‘The Right Accommodation at the Right 
Rent and Price.’ According to the provi- 
sional agenda, now available from the 
secretary of the Housing Trust, at 13 
Suffolk-street, Haymarket, London, SWI, 
papers to be read will give a re-assess- 
ment of housing policy in relation to 
rents and costs. Mr. P. L. Leigh-Breese, 
CBE, JP, FIHsg, Secretary of the Guin- 
ness Trust, will preside. 


Annual TCPA Study Tour 


THE ANNUAL STUDY TOUR for 1961, 
organised by the Town and Country 
Planning Association, will be a 15-day 
spring visit to Czechoslovakia. Arrange- 
ments have been made by the Wayfarers 
Travel Agency and the tour will be led 
by Sir Frederic Osborn, chairman of the 
executive of the Association. The Tour 
will be from May 9 to 23 and visits 
will include the Ministry of Construction 
and Design Centre at Prague, the Bratis- 
lava Research Institute, industrial, 
suburban and rural housing schemes, and 
co-operative and state farms. Meetings 
with professional organisations as well as 
local authorities are being arranged. The 
cost of the tour will be £80 for TCPA 
members and £82 10s. for non-members. 
Full details may be obtained from the 








at the Town and Country 
King-street, 


tour secretary 
Planning Association, 28 
London, WC2. 


Award for Building in Brick and Tile 


THE TRIENNIAL AWARD of gold and silver 
medals, sponsored by the Worshipful 
Company of Tylers and Bricklayers, will 
be made during 1961. A gold medal will 
be presented to the architect of the build- 
ing of most merit erected in brick and 
tile within 8 miles of Charing Cross 
during the past three years. A silver 
medal will be awarded to the leading brick 
and tile craftsman employed on the build- 
The adjudicators are Sir Edward 


ing. 
Maufe, MA, RA, FRIBA, Col. W. W. 
Dove, CBE, FSA, Mr. J. Pym, FRIBA, 


and Mr. R. H. Uren, FRIBA. Nominations 
giving the name and address of the build- 
ing, the architect and.the builder, accom- 
panied by one photograph of the building 
are invited. They should be received by 
the Clerk of the Company, 6 Bedford-row. 
London, WC1, by March 31. 


LCC Roads Committee Chairman 


MR. RICHARD EDMONDS has been appointed 
chairman of the LCC roads committee, 
which has been formed to deal with the 
increased road programme. It will also 
deal with traffic engineering and matters 
affecting the general provision of car park- 
ing in relation to the road system. 


Appointments 


TRUST HOUSES LIMITED announce that Mr. 
Nelson Foley, ARIBA, AILA, joined the 
company on January 2; Mr. J. Hopwood, 
FRIBA, one of the company’s chief archi- 
tects retires on May 31. On June 1 Mr. 
D. G. Millett, FRIBA, the company’s 
other chief architect will be appointed 
chief architect (outside projects), and Mr. 
Foley will be appointed chief architect. 
MR. WILLIAM HAMEL SUTTON, chief archi- 
tect in the Engineer’s Department of Sal- 


ford County Borough Council, has been 
appointed chief architect to Blackburn 
County Borough Council, in succession to 


Mr. Eric C. R. Page. 
\FTER 18 years as chief agent of the 
lational Trust Mr. H. F. J. Smith, MA, 
FLAS, has retired on reaching retirement 
age. He has been succeeded by Mr. 
Christopher Gibbs, MA, ARICS, QALAS, 
who has been working for the Trust from 
1936. Mr. Gibbs has been deputy chief 
igent he returned to the Trust in 
1943 from the Army. 
MR. GEOFFREY F. CUTTING takes up the post 
f Director of the Association of Heating, 
Ventilating and Domestic Engineering 
Employers on February 1. Mr. Cutting is 
t present secretary, economic and public 
relations affairs, of the Federation of Civil 
Engineering Contractors and his public 
relations duties will be taken over by Mr. 
C. L. Dodd, who will become the Federa- 
ion’s press officer. 


since 


Sculptor’s Estate 

of Pembroke- 
walk, W, the sculptor, a trustee of the 
Royal Academy and former Professor 
f Sculpture at the Royal College of Art, 
£38.890 net (duty paid. 
£9,237) He lef the trustees of the 
Tate Gallery his life-size female figure in 

e ‘ Regeneration.’ 


MR. GILBERT LEDWARD, RA, 


BRS Technical Films 


THE REVISED LIST of technical films, 
mainly 16 mm monochrome, available on 
free loan from the Building Research 
Station, Garston, Watford, Herts., may 
now be obtained from the Station’s film 
officer. 


RIBA Form of Contract 
Revised Edition Expected Shortly 


AT A RECENT MEETING of the Law Commit- 
tee of the Association of Municipal Cor- 
porations, it was reported that the Joint 
Tribunal on the RIBA Standard Form of 
Contract—upon which the Association is 
represented by the Town Clerk of 
Macclesfield and the Borough Engineer of 
Brighton—had for some considerable time 
been discussing a revised form of con- 
tract. 

‘ At a recent meeting,’ the law commit- 
tee states, ‘ we were led to the conclusion 
that the production of the revised form 
seemed to be unnecessarily delayed, and 
we accordingly asked the Joint Secretaries 
of the Tribunal to take such steps as they 
could to expedite the publication of the 
revised form. One of the Joint Secretaries 
has now intimated that although there 
had been some difficulty on certain points 
between the various bodies represented on 
the Tribunal it was hoped that these had 
now been reduced to the minimum so that 
agreement would be very shortly forth- 
coming and the new forms would be 
available during 1961.’ 


Professional 
Announcements 
MESSRS. MALCOLM PECK, ROBERTS AND 
ASSOCIATES, chartered architects, of 15 
Friary-street, Guildford, have taken into 


associate partnership MR. K. M, SMITH, ARIBA, 
and MR. V. J. THURGOOD, ARIBA, with effect 
from July, 1960. MR. THURGOOD will be in 
charge of the Woking office at 47 Golds- 
worth-road (tel.: Woking 5953). 

MR. JOHN T. JONES, ARICS, chartered quan- 
tity surveyor, is now practising at Central- 
bldgs., Hagley-st.. Halesowen, Birmingham 
(tel.: Halesowen 2419). 


A Hundred Years Ago 


BIRMINGHAM DIRT DEFENDED.—The truth 
of our recent observations on this impor- 
tant town of course was questioned. 
‘ Aris’s Gazette ’ becomes the champion of 
the existing state of the roads and 
sewerage of Birmingham; and, in that 
capacity, represents it to be an ‘ imperti- 
nence’ to make any remark upon their 
condition; though he subsequently ‘ per- 
fectly agrees with “ The Builder”’ on 
some points, and ‘ entirely coincides ’ with 
us on others. 

Our estimable contemporary com- 
mences with a gentle sneer at the Editor 
of ‘The Builder’:—‘ The gentleman in 
question,’ he says, after a quiet laugh at 
him, ‘ is the sanitary reformer “ par excel- 
lence ’’; and he takes care not to hide his 
light under a bushel.’ We are not 
offended—rather pleased than otherwise; 
and hope our little light, such as it is, 
may ultimately reach our friend of the 
‘Gazette.’ The light is not burning for 
our own pleasure, we can assure him with 
an earnest sincerity: let him take it from 
us and carry it on, instead of trying to 
put it out. 
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Coming Events 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 27 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
(MIDLAND COUNTIES BRANCH).— The Struc- 
tural Engineer in the Field of Atomic 
Energy,’ by Mr. T. C. Waters. Byng Ken- 
drick Suite, College of Advanced Tech- 
nology, Gosta Green, Birmingham 6. 6.30 
p.m. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 31 

HOUSING CENTRE TRUST.—Special half-day 
conference on ‘Housing for Old People.’ 
Court Room, Caxton Hall, SWl. 2 p.m. 
admission by programme—Trust members 
5s., non-members 10s. Applications to the 
Secretary at 13 Suffolk-st., SW1. 

INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS.—’ An 
Approach to the Design of Tall Steel Build- 
>, by M. pe Heyman. Great George- 

, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

‘INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (LONDON 
BRANCH).— M1 Motorway discussion and 
film: ‘Systems Used and Problems Encoun- 
tered Regarding the Quantity Surveying for 
this Project,’ by Mr. J. Gregg. The Rest 
Hotel, Kenton, Middx. 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

BRIXTON SCHOOL OF BUILDING.—Discussion 
on ‘Contractors’ Problems in Relation to 
Tall Building.’ Principal speaker is Mr. 
A. W. Barker. Lecture Hall, Ferndale-rd., 
London. 6.45 p.m. 

BUILDING SURVEYORS’ INSTITUTE (REGION 
NO. 2—MIDLANDS).—Architects’ and survey- 
ors’ forum: Questions and discussion on 
‘Current Problems in Building.’ Birmingham 
Exchange & Engineering Centre, Stephenson- 
pl, Birmingham. 7 p.m. 

FURNITURE EXHIBITION.—Earls 
London (until February 11). 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

BUILDING CENTRE.—Exhibition of architec- 
ture of new Stockholm. Opening by Mr. 
Carl Anderson, chairman of Stockholm City 


Court, 


Council. Store-st., WC2 p.m. (until 
February 22). 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 


(WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH).—Joint 
meeting with the Institution of Civil 
Engineers and Municipal Engineers: ‘ Multi- 
storey Car Parks,’ by Mr. E. C. Roberts. 
South Wales Institute of Engineers, Park-pl., 
Cardiff. 6.30 p.m. 

EAST HAM TECHNICAL COLLEGE.—Annual 
presentation of prizes. Speaker: W. J. 
Carron. Town Hall, East Ham, E6. 7.30 p.m. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
(WESTERN COUNTIES BRANCH).—Joint meeting 


with Bristol & Somerset Society of Archi- 
tects: Forum. University Engineering 
Laboratories, University Walk, Bristol 8. 
6 p.m. 

BIRMINGHAM INDUSTRIAL SAFETY GROUP 
(CIVIL AND ENGINEERING SECTION).—Annual 
dinner, with Mr. John Hare, Minister of 
Labour, as guest of honour. The Midland 
Hotel, Birmingham. 7 p.m. 


Competition News 


Memorial to Dachau Concentration 
Camp 


THE JURY for the international competi- 
tion for the Memorial to Dachau Concen- 
tration Camp decided in 1960 to award 
prizes for the best six designs submitted, 
but no decision was made then as to 
which design would eventually be carried 
out. The only English entry was by Mr. 
Paul Clinton, AADipl., ARIBA, and Miss 
Grizel Niven, which gained one of the 
six awards. The Jury have now recom- 
mended that the Comité International de 
Dachau, who organised the competition, 
should hold a second competition for the 
design of a piece of sculpture, though the 
setting for the sculpture has yet to be 
decided. 
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More Everyday Things 
BY ARTHUR W. KENYON, CBE, FRIBA 
26. Site Meals 


EVERY BUILDING SITE of any size today 
must have its canteen where the men may 
feed, and very seldom, I regret to say, do 
I encounter a site canteen that doesn’t 
look like the ‘ must’ it actually is. 

I wonder whether the men really enjoy 
the meals they eat in our welfare can- 
teens as much as the meals they used to 
bring to the site themselves in the old 
days. No canteen I know today tempts 
me to linger as did the succulent odours 
of old as the men prepared their own 
mid-day repasts. There was nothing col- 
lective or canteen-like about those meals; 
they were all very individual and there 
was no prying into what the other man 
had brought. 

Some brought just wholesome bread 
and cheese with perhaps a pickled or raw 
onion to add extra relish, whilst others 
brought cold rashers of bacon between 
slabs of bread, or may be a slice from 
the joint when meat was possible at 
home. But many, indeed most I would 
say, brought food prepared by their wives 
all ready to heat up—Irish stew, steak and 
kidney pie, stewed rabbit and the like. 
Some even brought the raw ingredients 
and did their own cooking—mostly bacon 
and sausage. They always managed to 

roduce a fire no matter what state the 
job was in or what the weather. They 
always seemed to find fuel and no matter 
what conditions prevailed they never 
failed to get their fire going. 

On one country job where it was once 
my lot to linger, one of the older men 
who had a wide knowledge of the wild 
edible growths would go out into the 
woods and bring in the young nettles and 


edible fungi to cook, and his meal 
reached the highest epicurean standards. 

The meals prepared, the men would 
cluster in groups to eat them, always in 
their own trades. They were very con- 
servative and club-like about this and 
would seldom mix with other trades. 
Their talk was mostly on sport, seldom on 
politics, but if it did perchance take a 
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political turn, the world was quickly set 
to rights in less time than it takes a 
politician to introduce his subject. Some 
men chose solitude and would sit alone 
reading a newspaper, seldom a book. 
Many of the workmen I used to meet 


Societies 
Birmingham and Five Counties AA ; The [AAS 


The Challenge of Urban Renewal 


THE BATTLE to solve the problems pre- 
sented by urban renewal and motor traffic 
—common to all the cities of this coun- 
try—would be won or lost in Birmingham 
during the next decade, MR. ALFRED H. 
GARDNER, FRIBA, president of the Birming- 
ham and Five Counties Architectural 
Association, said on January 20. Propos- 
ing the toast to the City of Birmingham 
at the Association’s dinner, he warned 
the city not to resort to ‘desperate mea- 
sures’ despite the urgency of the prob- 
lem. He included overhead roadways in 
this category. 

Of the problem of urban renewal, Mr. 
Gardner said: ‘It is essential that highly 
profitable new development should be 
integrated into a plan for the whole—it 
must bear the burden of the less profit- 
able part of the development of the city.’ 
MR. PAUL REILLY, director, CoID, said the 
main stumbling blocks in the way of 
good design in architecture and in other 
fields were apathy, antiquarianism and 
amateurism. 

SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD, PRIBA, said that 


a transformation would take place in the 
industrial cities of Britain in the next 
20 years. ‘Scientists, technologists and 
architects have far more up their sleeves 
in the way of design and invention than 
anyone gives them credit for.’ 


IAAS 
Election of Officers 


AT THE meeting of Council of the Incor- 
porated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors, on January 21, Mr. P. Russell 
Walker, TD, FRIBA, AADipl, FIArb, 
was elected president for the coming year 
in succession to Cllr. W. J. Clark. He is 
principal in the firm of Russell Walker & 
Associates, of Colchester. 

The Council also elected Mr. S. R. 
Nevell, to be senior vice-president and 
president-elect. Mr. L. W. Clark, was 
elected chairman of council, and Mr. 
R. M. Silber, AMIStructE, vice-chair- 
man of council. Mr. A. C. Williamson 
was re-elected hon. secretary and Mr. 
S. R. Nevell was re-elected hon. trea- 
surer. 
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in the North of England had one of two 
hobbies—whippets which they used to 
course against each other in the evenings 
or on Sunday mornings, and pigeons. 
Both these sports provided an everlasting 
topic of conversation. When the meal 
was over the scraps were given to the 
dog—the dog, about whom I wrote the 
other week, that belonged to nobody and 
everybody on every building site. 

Am I right in thinking these site 
dinner parties have completely gone or 
lost their flavour? I never seem to see 
cooking on the job nowadays, even when 
for one reason or another there is no 
canteen. Certainly those appetising 
odours never greet me any more on sites 
with or without canteen. I am sure any 
scientific inquiry into the eating habits 
of building workers would prove that 
they are better fed and nourished today 
than ever before. But wisdom teaches 
me that science is not always the infal- 
lible guide the scientists would claim in 
matters of human comfort, and I am not 
sure that in this case I would not rather 
trust my nose. 


Building in the City 


Permission Granted for Development 
near Tower of London 


A SUGGESTION that the Court of Common 
Council of the City of London should not 
give its permission to plans for the de- 
velopment of a site near the Tower of 
London was rejected at the Guildhall on 
January 19. The Council granted per- 
mission, subject to certain conditions, to 
plans for the development of a site 
bounded by Great Tower-street. ‘Tower- 
hill, Lower Thames-street and the pro- 
posed new road from Lower Thames- 
street to Great Tower-street. 

Submitted by the City of London Real 
Property Company Ltd., of 16, Mark- 
lane, EC3, the plans are for the erection 
of a new office building for use as offices 
with shops, a car park, a coach station and 
licensed premises. When the plans were 
submitted by the Improvements and 
Town Planning Committee for approval, 
MR. T. KINGSLEY COLLETT suggested per- 
mission should not be given until every- 
thing possible had been done to see that 
the view of All Hallows from the gateway 
of the Tower of London, and vice versa, 
need not be impeded. 

The Committee chairman, MR. BENJAMIN 
G. ARTHUR, said he could not agree to the 
withdrawal of the plans. The application 
for planning permission was consequent 
upon the scheme already approved by the 
Council and the LCC and strongly sup- 
ported by the Royal Fine Art Commis- 
sion. 

Every possible consideration, he said, 
had been given to criticisms levelled at 
the scheme and great efforts had been 
made to ascertain whether an alternative 
scheme could be devised. No useful pur- 
pose would be served at that stage by 
withdrawal of the plans. The Council 
approved the plans. 

One of the conditions of approval is 
that there should be a public car park for 
about 300 cars. Another is that there 
should be a bus and coach park for not 
less than 30 coaches. 
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Redevelopment of the Piccadilly Area 
Sir William Holford’s Outline Plan 


SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD, PRIBA (as briefly 
noted in our ‘Late News’ column last 
week), on January 18 gave a talk to mem- 
bers of the London County Council on 
the lines on which he is proceeding in the 
preparation of an outline plan for 
redevelopment in Piccadilly Circus. A 
statement issued by the LCC says that the 
meeting was not a special meeting of the 
Council, but an informal and confidential 
discussion to give Sir William the oppor- 
tunity to explain the way in which his 
mind is moving before proceeding fur- 
ther with his work. His proposals are 
still entirely tentative and it would give 
rise to much misunderstanding and con- 
fusion if at this stage they were con- 
sidered other than in this light. 

In order to give an opportunity, how- 
ever, for the correction of various 
unauthorised statements which have 
appeared, the main features of the pro- 
posals tentatively discussed were as 
follows: 

The outlines of the provisional scheme 
are in two main stages. The first stage is 
envisaged as being comprehensive in 
itself, in that it affects the Monico site, 
the Trocadero site and the central island: 
it bridges the foot of Shaftesbury-avenue 
and Great Windmill-street and provides 
a deck for a new structure in the north- 
east corner of the Circus. which is inter- 
nally a covered gallery—a new London 
Pavilion. Externally this structure would 
provide a background for a kaleidoscope 
of lights, including illuminated adver- 
tisements. 

The second stage, which completes the 
first and could follow it directly, is 
nevertheless distinct as a building opera- 
tion. It depends on the widening of 
Jermyn-street, the redevelopment of the 
greater part of the Criterion block, leav- 
ing standing the north and west section 
at the head of Lower Regent-street 
(Dunns and Lillywhites) and joining 
this block, as redeveloped, with the cen- 
tral island of the Circus. 


The First Stage 

Stage I would comprise :—i) The 
realignment of Denman-street and the 
setting out of new and more rectangular 
building lines on all sides of the Monico 
site. This would allow the construction 
of 4/5ths of the podium or shopping area 
of the Monico site, the car parking space 
on the roof, the whole of the office block, 
the reconstruction of Moon’s garage on 
the north of Denman-street and the 
bridge connecting the two. The old 
Monico site area was roughly 36,500 sq. 
ft., of which 54 thousand may now be 
required for highway purposes, leaving 
31 thousand. The new Monico site area 
would be, in round figures, 40.000 sq. ft. 
Building could begin over 32.000 sq. ft., 
i.e., up to the line of the proposed 
arcade, leaving only the ‘ Shaftesbury- 
avenue triangle ’ (which might be devoted 
mainly to entertainment or exhibition 
uses) to be constructed at the same time 
as the deck. 

(ii) The demolition of the present Lon- 


don Pavilion and the construction of a 
new underground foyer at the same level 
as and leading out of the present under- 
ground concourse, on the axis of three 
new pedestrian subways; one leading 
north into what would be the shopping 
basement of the Monico site, one leading 
eastward to the pavement (and later the 
basement) of the Trocadero site and one 
leading south, as at present, to the 
Criterion site. 


Position of Eros 

(iii) Above this an intermediate level 
would be established for services and 
vehicles that would later enter from 
Jermyn-street through the basement of 
the Criterion block. This would be done 
by building up the level of the central 
island 54 ft. higher on the north side 
(which would mean about 8 ft. on the 
south side of the island, owing to the 
fall in the ground), i.e., to a level of 
+74 ft. O.D. The part of this platform 
which supports the steps, fountain and 
figure of Eros would be raised 2 ft. 
higher (+76 ft. O.D.) so as to allow 
head-room for an octagonal flower shop 
with its entrance at pavement level at 
the south-western angle. In this opera- 
tion Eros would also be moved a few 
yards northward on to the axis of Swan 
and Edgars and the piazza staircase hall. 
On most days the flower display would 
overflow on to the adjacent steps and 
thus perpetuate the traditional associa- 
tion between Eros and the flower sellers. 
Round the west side of the octagon 
would be a ramped approach to the 
‘piazza’ level. This raised platform 
with its parapet wall or railing extending 
right round the northern half of the 
central island would form a barrier to 
pedestrians who could only cross on to 
the island by the pedestrian crossing 
north of the traffic lights by Swan and 
Edgars. 

(iv) From the central island and 17 ft 
above the piazza level a covered bridge 
would be built over the carriageway to 
the Monico site with a deck level of 
+91 ft. O.D. This would have a clear- 
ance of about 20 ft. to the street and 
would be a hollow-box structure, with a 
room-height between the top and bot- 
tom layers of about 15 ft. In the section 
standing on the piazza would be a series 
of escalators and stairs under cover, 
linking the deck to the piazza level, the 


Consultants for the Monico Site 


IT HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED by Mr. Jack 
Cotton that Dr. Walter Gropius will work 
in association with Professor Richard 
Llewelyn Davies, FRIBA, on the design 
for a building to be erected on the 
Monico site in Piccadilly Circus. Mr. 
Cotton has stated that no plans can be 
made for the site until the London 
County Council has issued full details of 
the scheme for the redevelopment of the 
area. Dr. Gropius has been commissioned 
for other projects proposed by Mr. 
Cotton, including a development scheme 
at Birmingham. 
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intermediate level and the underground 
The arcade 
through the Monico site would continue 
this bridge northwards, having on its 
left side the shop windows and entrance 
to the store and restaurant and on the 
right to the theatre or exhibition hall 
which could now be built. 

(v) The next sequence in the operation 
would be the demolition of part of the 
LCC-owned property at the corner of 
Great Windmill-street and Shaftesbury- 
avenue, next to the Lyric Theatre. This 
would provide an abutment for a bridge 
across to Messrs. Lyons’s Trocadero 
building to carry the north wing of a 
twelve-storey hotel. 

(vi) The complete redevelopment of the 
Trocadero block depends at present on a 
satisfactory arrangement being arrived 
at between a consortium of developers 
on this site. If and when agreement is 
reached (and there seems to be a rea- 
sonable prospect of this) it would be pos- 
sible to go on with the last operation 
in the comprehensive development of 
Stage I, namely the extension of the 
bridge or deck from the Monico building 
and the piazza on one side of Great 
Windmill-street, to the west front of the 
Lyons building on the other side. 

(vii) The complete deck would mea- 
sure 210 ft. from west to east and 150 ft. 
from north to south; and it would give 
access at the same level to the first floor 
arcade in the Monico building and to a 
first floor restaurant or winter garden on 
the Trocadero site facing Shaftesbury- 
avenue. On this deck, in the north eastern 
sector of the Circus, would be built the 
new London ‘Pavilion. 


Stage Il 


Stage II would further improve the 
traffic circulation and would bring the 
pedestrian into his own. Londoners and 
visitors would have space at the very hub 
of activity, where they would have leisure 
to meet and move and photograph and 
watch the world go by and would also 
complete the parking and servicing system 
under the piazza and in the lower ground 
floor level of the Criterion block. It 
would allow a bus stop on the south side 
of the widened Jermyn-street, and would 
enable a fine flight of steps, at an easy 
gradient, to be extended along the west 
side of the piazza, facing down Piccadilly. 

A tall slim tower would be built to 
replace the buildings on the east side of 
the Criterion Theatre to form a focal 
point from Piccadilly looking east and 
from Leicester-square looking west and 
also to mark the Circus visually in the 
rising panorama of central London. The 
tower would be similar in proportions to 
that of New Zealand House at the foot of 
the Haymarket. 

Beyond Stage II no proposals are made 
at present, but in a tentative study cover- 
ing a very much wider area around Picca- 
dilly Circus, Sir William Holford has 
suggested that further redevelopment 
might incorporate extensions of the upper 
level walk-wavs into Soho and along the 
south side of Shaftesbury-avenue and also 
a passageway, raised over Jermyn-street 
and then partly at ground level—to 
Charles II-street, the Royal Arcade and 
Pall Mall. 
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Hospital Planning 


First Ministry Guidance Note Published 


FOLLOWING THE ANNOUNCEMENT by the 
Minister of Health, Mr. Enoch Powell, on 
January 17, that hospital authorities are 
to prepare a ten-year building pro- 
gramme, the Ministry of Health has now 
published the first of the series of 
‘Building Notes’ which the Minister 
referred to in his announcement (‘ The 
Builder’ of January 20). These Notes 
will be an essential instrument both in 
the preparation of the programme and in 
the efficient and economical planning and 
building of the new establishments. The 
first gives hospital boards guidance on 
how to set about drawing up their long- 
term plans. 

The boards are told that their pro- 
grammes should be conceived in terms of 
numbers of beds affording a comprehen- 
sive service and supplemented by all the 
diagnostic and treatment departments, 
including out-patients and casualty ser- 
vices. By studies of existing resources 
and surveys of need, the boards will be 
able to draw up a picture of what has to 
be provided. 

If boards have not already done so, 
they should compile and keep up-to-date 
a record of their existing hospital 
resources. These will include a report 
on the physical condition of the build- 
ings, the quality of work done (showing 
any obvious deficiencies or over-provi- 


The Folkestone Estate 
Proposed Redevelopment of the Leas 


SUBJECT TO PLANNING CONSENT it is pro- 
posed to redevelop the land fronting the 
Leas, Folkestone, from the War Memorial 
to Langhorne-gardens by stages over a 
number of years. In a statement issued 
on behalf of Lord Folkestone, the point 
is made that a redevelopment of this mag- 
nitude, which will be a permanent fea- 
ture of Folkestone, must necessarily be 
farseeing both with regard to design and 
to the best use to which the area can be 
put for the ultimate good of the town. 

The plans, which are being prepared by 
Messrs. Chamberlin, Powell and Bon, of 
Avenue Studios, Sydney-mews, London, 
SW3, have already been approved in 
principle by Lord Folkestone. The area 
will be rebuilt to a unified design and the 
work will be carried out in stages. The 
fact that the design will be unified does 
not necessarily mean that the whole 
operation will be carried out by one de- 
veloper and it will not exclude the pos- 
sibility of small hotels being operated 
within the area if individual developers, 
when the time comes, are willing to 
finance building for this purpose. 

The redevelopment of the Leas will 
provide for a larger population within the 
area and it will incorporate a number of 
flats and maisonettes. The scheme as at 
present envisaged will also provide for a 
large hotel with accommodation for con- 
ferences, a theatre, and a restaurant. 
There will be provision for parking under 
cover at least 2,000 motor cars. 


sion) and the amount of land available 
for development. This information would 
suggest some needs which must be met 
either by the replacement of obsolete 
buildings or by additional services, but it 
would not of itself give a complete pic- 
ture of medical need or enable a decision 
to be made as to the best method of 
meeting it. A survey would have to be 
made of all the medical needs of the 
region. 

A precise determination of the number 
of beds needed must always involve a 
measure of personal judgment in indi- 
vidual cases, but a number of points are 
suggested which should be considered. 
Among them is the extent to which better 
staffing or improved diagnostic and treat- 
ment services might help, and the nature 
and extent of domiciliary and welfare ser- 
vices provided by the local authorities. 


General Hospital of the Future 


There has been a trend in hospital 
design towards the greater integration of 
the various branches of medicine so that 
a general hospital will be in a position to 
make all investigations and treat all 
diseases. The present conception of a 
comprehensive general hospital is one 
containing in-patient beds and treatment 
and diagnostic facilities for in-patients 
and out-patients, and including a mater- 


Letchworth Development 
Scheme for 1,557 Dwellings 


A GARAGE or garage space for every dwell- 
ing, service roads at the rear of all 
premises, walk ways and under-passes to 
enable residents to get to almost every 
part without having to cross a road, are 
features of the new £6m. Jackmans estate 
to be built at Letchworth. 

Primarily designed for the London 
overspill population, the estate is to be 
built on the Radburn system. There will 
be a total of 1,557 dwellings in addition 
to a group of old peoples’ flats and 
bungalows, and an old peoples’ home. 

There are 13 shops planned, 11 of 
which will be in the shopping centre and 
two on the eastern extremity of the 
estate.- Sites have been reserved for a 
church, a community centre and licensed 
premises, and there will also be a petrol 
station. The layout provides for two 
primary schools, and one secondary. 

The architects and designers for the 
estate are Messrs. William E. Barnes, 
FRIBA, Leonard L. Brown, ARIBA, and 
Martin Priestman, ARIBA. 





Domestic Solid Fuel Appliances 


AMENDMENTS to the list of approved 
domestic solid fuel appliances (October, 
1960) have been issued by the Coal 
Utilisation Council and the Solid Fuels 
Federation. Copies may be obtained 
from the former, at 3 Upper Belgrave- 
street, London, SWI, or from the latter, 
at 74 Grosvenor-street, London, W1. 
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nity unit and an acute psychiatric unit, a 
geriatric unit and an isolation unit. 

Planning, it is stated, must aim at flexi- 
bility in use to meet the needs of new 
medical techniques and treatments which 
are probable in the future, and not a rigid 
allocation between specialities and 
between the sexes. There is likely to be 
an increasing demand for certain forms 
of pathological investigations. Other pos- 
sible changes concern the pattern of in- 
patient care with greater emphasis on the 
grouping of patients according to their 
nursing needs; the greater use of hostel 
beds for patients who are able to fend 
for themselves. 

The convenience of the patients, par- 
ticularly out-patients, the Note adds, and 
the probable availability of staff must be 
considered when the site of a new hospi- 
tal is chosen. While circumstances may 
vary, in general this means that a hospital 
should be located in the town that it 
serves rather than outside it. Ideally, for 
a hospital of 600 beds a site of about 30 
acres is desirable, but in urban areas a 
hospital may often have to be provided 
on a much smaller site. 

Altogether some thirty ‘Building 
Notes’ will be published in quick suc- 
cession. They will be revised as often 
as may be necessary to keep them fully 
up-to-date in the light of further prac- 
tical experience, changes in technique 
and developments in medicine. Build- 
ing Note No. 1, Buildings for the Hospital 
Service, may be obtained from HM 
Stationery Office, price Is. 6d. 


An Ethical Codein Building 


National President’s Hopes 
ADDRESSING the annual general meeting 
of the South-Western Federation of 
Building Trades Employers at Bristol on 
January 18 MR. D. E. WOODBINE PARISH, 
FIOB, National President, said that today 
there was no excuse why any building 
firm should not progressively increase its 
efficiency. For some years now, he con- 
tinued, the Building Advisory Service 
had been available to advise and guide 
building employers on all management 
and organisational problems, both on the 
sites and in the offices. The recent 
decision of the NFBTE to take a first step 
towards establishing its own technical 
information service by inaugurating a free 
technical inquiry bureau ensured that 
every firm had the opportunity to over- 
come the technical and scientific prob- 
lems frequently encountered in building. 

‘The advisory service and the inquiry 
bureau,’ the president continued, ‘are 
complementary to each other and I urge 
firms, in their own and their clients’ 
interests, to use both. This is important 
to our industry for I believe that by pro- 
viding these two services the National 
Federation is paving the way towards a 
much bigger concept—the concept of a 
code of ethics and a recognised standard 
of efficiency in the conduct of building. 


‘It will take time,’ he concluded, ‘ for 
such a concept to be accepted, but it is 
what we must all aim at if we are to live 
up to our role as a National Federation 
of employers in an industry so vital to 
the well-being of the national economy.’ 
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Obituary 
H. C. H. Monson 


F. R. Hiorns; 


Frederick Robert Hiorns, FRIBA, FSA 


THE DEATH OCCURRED on January 15 of 
Mr. Frederick Robert Hiorns, FRIBA, 
FSA, architect to the London County 
Council and Superintending Architect of 
Metropolitan Buildings from 1939 to 
1941. He was 84. 

Mr. Hiorns was born in 1876 and 
during his professional training won a 
distinction in town planning and was 
Godwin Bursar and Travelling Student of 
the RIBA. He served in the architectural 
department of the LCC for many years 
during which time he prepared a number 
of housing schemes and designed the 
South East London Technical Institute, 
the Weights and Measures Office, Euston- 
road, and a large number of hospital units 
and extensions. He was responsible with 
Sir Giles Gilbert Scott for the north and 
south blocks which were added to the 
County Hall (designed by Ralph Knott). 

Hiorns had been a member of the 
council of the National Buildings Record, 
the committee of the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings, and the 
Town and Country Planning Advisory 
Committee, Ministry of Health. From 
1941 to 1943 he served on the consulta- 
tive panel, Ministry of Works and Build- 
ings. 

As an author he wrote Town Building 
in History (1956), and collaborated with 
the late Sir George Gater in Volume XX 
of the LCC Survey of London, which was 
concerned with Trafalgar-square and 
neighbourhood. 

G. J. H. writes: Mr. Hiorns was 
a traditionalist in outlook; he 
designed a great deal of excellent 
work for the LCC, his most impor- 
tant undertaking being the extension of 
County Hall, with its triple entrance 
from York-road, A perspective drawing 
of his design for this as seen from the 
courtyard was exhibited at the Royal 
Academy in 1940. He gave a great deal 
of attention to the planning of the 
Council’s housing work, particularly to 
the redevelopment of large sites with 
blocks of flats. 

Hiorns was a keen student of town 
planning. for which he held the RIBA 
Distinction, and he was deeply read in 
architectural history. An_ excellent 
writer, he published in 1956, under the 
title ‘Town-Building in History,’ a 
remarkable outline review of the condi- 
tions. influences, ideas and methods as 
affecting planned towns through five 
thousand years. with over 500 plans and 
other illustrations—a book which is 
likely to become a classic of its kind. 


H. C. H. Monson, MBE, FRIBA 


THE DEATH took place on Friday, January 
20. of Mr. Harry Castle Hiett Monson, 
MBE, FRIBA, lately senior partner of the 
firm of Messrs. E. C. P. Monson & 
Partners. of 120 Moorgate, EC2. He was 
83. With his brother, the late Col. 
E. C. P. Monson, FRIBA. Mr. Harry Mon- 
son designed a great deal of flats work in 
North London, especially for Islington 


Borough Council and the Sutton Trustees. 
He had also designed housing work for 
Bethnal Green MBC. 

Mr. Monson, who had been a member 
of the Society of Architects, took up 
Fellowship of the RIBA in 1925. He 
leaves a widow and three daughters. The 
firm carries on under the direction of his 
nephew, Mr. John W. S. Monson, BA 
(Cantab), AA Dipl., ARIBA. 


William Andrew Derbyshire 


THE DEATH has occurred of Mr. William 
Andrew Derbyshire, aged 79, of Newbold- 
road, Chesterfield, who practised as an 
architect in Chesterfield from 1911 until 
his retirement at the age of 78 in April, 
1959. 


Albert Newton Thorpe, FRIBA 


MR. ALBERT NEWTON THORPE, FRIBA, archi- 
tect to the North Eastern Region, British 
Railways, died suddenly at York on 
December 31. He was 60. 


Reginald Johnston, FRICS 


THE DEATH OCCURRED on January 16 of 
Mr. Reginald Johnston, FRICS, at his 
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home at Bledlow Ridge, Buckinghamshire. 


“He was in his 84th year. Mr. Johnston 


was chairman of Kleine & Co., Ltd., and 
chief collaborator of the late Mr. Ernest 
Hirsch in introducing hollow-tile fire- 
resisting floors into the United Kingdom 
over 50 years ago. 


John Stewart Hodges, ARIBA 


THE DEATH OCCURRED at Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa, on December 29 of Mr. 
John Stewart Hodges, ARIBA. He was 
67. 


Joseph William Adamson, ARIBA 


THE DEATH HAS OCCURRED at the age of 56 
of Mr. Joseph William Adamson. ARIBA, 
AMTPI, housing architect to Belfast Cor- 
poration since 1948. 


D. A. Rose 


THE death occurred on December 29 of 
Mr. D. A. Rose, manager of the steel 
storage bin department of Blaw Knox 
Ltd., 93 Brompton-road, SW3. He was 
59 years of age and had been employed 
by Blaw Knox since 1946 upon leaving 
the army after serving as a regular soldier 
with the Royal Engineers, where he 
attained the rank of major. He was well 
known in the quarrying, sand and gravel 
and building and civil engineering indus- 
tries. 


The Week in Parliament 


From Our Own Correspondent 


A BUSY PROGRAMME faced MPs when they 
reassembled on January 24 after the 
Christmas recess. Besides the extensive 
legislative programme now proceeding in 
both Houses, this is the time of year for 
pre-Budget speculation. A Government 
White Paper on public investment in the 
private sector of industry is expected and 
as March proceeds the estimates of 
various Government departments will be 
published. As usual, these will include 
details of all the Government building 
programmes. 

By a series of long sittings the House 
of Lords were able to complete the com- 
mittee stage of the Weights and Measures 
Bill before Christmas. The schedule deal- 
ing with sand and ballast was agreed to. 
Lord Latham, raising a query, said that as 
drafted it was not clear that slag chip- 
pings and tarred slag chippings were 
covered and it was felt they should be. 
The Government are looking into this. 

Peers will turn their attention almost 
immediately to the committee stage of the 
Public Health Bill. An amendment has 
been tabled to delete the clause which 
would permit the construction of car 
parking spaces on parts of playing fields 
and open spaces. 

In the Commons there will be much 
interest in the progress of the Covent 
Garden ‘Market Bill which received a 
noticeably lukewarm reception when it 
was debated upon second reading. The 
Bill will be examined in detail by a select 
committee empowered to hear counsel 
representing a number of objectors to the 


Government’s proposals. So far five 
petitions have been lodged, by the Cor- 
poration of the City of London, the 
boroughs of Finsbury and Shoreditch, 
Westminster City Corporation, the Covent 
Garden Tenants’ Association and the 
group of interests favouring what has 
become known as the Glover scheme, in 
which the new market would be built 
over railway sidings north of King’s Cross 
station while the existing Covent Garden 
area would be redeveloped. The last- 
named petition has been presented by 
Messrs. C. W. Glover and Partners, con- 
sulting engineers and architects, on 
behalf of Central Airports Ltd. and Indus- 
trial Development Group Ltd., and the 
Bedford Group. 

Parliament will also be turning atten- 
tion to a number of private Bills pre- 
sented, including the Trunk Pipelines 
Bill which, it is already known, the 
Government do not view favourably. The 
Newport Corporation Bill provides for the 
construction of a £l4m. road bridge over 
the Usk to relieve pressure on the existing 
Newport Bridge. This will be a classified 
road project. The Berkshire and Buck- 
inghamshire County Councils (Windsor- 
Eton Bridge) Bill puts into effect a scheme 
to build a new road to alleviate congestion 
in Eton High-street and on Windsor 
Bridge. The proposals would include a 
bridge over the Thames at Windsor. 

Various works are envisaged if the 
River Ravensbourne, etc. (Improvement 
and Flood Prevention) Bill obtains Parlia- 
mentary approval. 
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Three Surrey Planning Decisions 


Minister Approves 8-storey Flats at Sutton 


THE MINISTER OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT has given his decision 
regarding the tall flats for Brighton-road, 
Sutton, the subject of a three-day public 
inquiry held at Sutton in November. The 
developers, George Wimpey and Co., and 
the Mutum Property and Investment Co., 
Ltd., have been given the go-ahead for 
their schemes. Wimpeys plan to develop 
the site of nos. 112 to 136 Brighton-road, 
building 192 flats and maisonettes in 3- 
and 8-storey blocks and 192 garages. 
There will be three 8-storey blocks and 
six of 3 storeys. The Mutum Property 
and Investment Co., intend building 114 
flats and 57 garages in three 8-storey 
blocks and one of three storeys on the 
site of 66-80 Brighton-road. 

Reporting to the Minister, Mr. M. B. 
Tetlow, the inspector who conducted the 
inquiry, considered three main aspects. 
These were: the suitability of the residen- 
tial density proposed; the desirability of 
building high in the area and the effect 
of individual high buildings on particular 
nearby residents. 

The proposed density of 56 people to 
the acre, put forward by both developers, 
is broadly acceptable to the local plan- 
ning authority, and Mr. Tetlow said it 
seemed reasonable to him. 

The redevelopment area is large, extend- 
ing almost to the town centre, and in the 
opinion of the inspector lends itself to 
a lineal form of development with some 
high building which could become an 
attractive feature of the town. He feels 
that both companies have put forward 
good schemes, within the limitations of 
their sites and that the proposed develop- 
ment, if well designed in detail, would 
enhance the appearance of the district. 

With regard to the effect on nearby 
residents, the inspector agrees with the 
borough council that most of the opposi- 
tion springs from unreasonable prejudice 
against high buildings and inability to 
appreciate their likely effect. He thinks 
that the flat residents on the Mutum 
Company’s site would suffer more from 
the appearance of the adjoining houses 
than the home residents would suffer from 
the flats. Overlooking would be restricted 
by trees and the oblique lines of vision. 
Residents in property on the other side 
of the Brighton-road from the Wimpey 
site would not be seriously affected 
although some would lose their present 
pleasant distant view. 

The Minister agrees with his inspector 
that whatever effect the building will have 
on the amenities it will not be so serious 
as to justify refusal of permission. 


Five-storey Flats at Sutton 
‘Too High for Site’ 


WHEN it was reported at a meeting of 
Surrey Planning Committee, on January 
19, that at the direction of the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, per- 
mission had been refused for the erection 
of a 5-storey office block in Sutton Court- 
road, Sutton, CLLR. JOHN V. STRUDWICK 
declared, ‘ This is a piece of plain pig- 


headedness.’ The Minister, it was stated, 
considered that the building would be too 
high for the site and he was not prepared 
to authorise the committee to grant per- 
mission. 

CLLR. R. J. LEWIS (Sutton and Cheam) 
protested against the Minister’s action 
and said that he had read everything on 
the question of high buildings and he 
agreed that the centre of the town was 
the place for them. 

In the road there were only eight 
modern houses and it was obviously due 
for redevelopment. In addition the town 
council planned to extend the shopping 
area of Grove-road across the High-street 
into Sutton Court-road. The site of the 
nearby Cock Hotel was to be developed 
and, for the price paid for it, it must be 
with high buildings, which would over- 
look Sutton Court-road. The town council 
was most confused by the situation. 
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CLLR. STRUDWICK said the area was one 
which must be developed and the commit- 
tee should tell the Minister that he had 
made a ‘ bloomer.’ 

It was agreed that the committee should 
ask the Minister to re-consider his 
decision. 


Addlestone 12-storey Flats 
Approved 


SURREY COUNTY PLANNING COMMITTEE 
have granted planning permission for 
residential development in the centre of 
Addlestone, involving the building of two 
12-storey blocks of flats. A similar appli- 
cation for the same site was made in May 
of last year but was deferred because the 
committee wanted more details about pro- 
posed police and educational buildings 
for the same site. Now, however, full 
permission has been granted similar to the 
one deferred. The flats, which will be 
the highest in the area will. with their 
adjoining buildings, provide 229 dwellings 
giving a density of 105 habitable rooms 
to an acre. 


Checking Direct Labour Estimates 
Builders Urged to Tender in Competition 


MR, D. E. WOODBINE PARISH, FIOB, National 
President, speaking at the annual general 
meeting of the South Wales Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, at Cardiff, 
on January 23, said that in view of the 
sharp increases which were now being 
foreshadowed in the total expenditure of 
local authorities it was more than ever 
desirable that their various building 
schemes should be carried out in such a 
way as to promote efficiency and 
economy. 

Attention had been drawn in reports 
published during the last year to 
examples of building work carried out by 
direct employment of labour by local 
authorities costing the ratepayers con- 
siderably more than if the work had been 
done by contract. These facts were not, 
however, generally known to members of 
the public; nor did they appreciate that, 
unless a direct labour department’s esti- 
mates were continually checked in equal 
and open competition with the prices sub- 
mitted by building contractors, com- 
placency, inefficiency and over-spending 
were only too liable to develop. 

Mr. Parish continued: ‘It is because 
we believe that building by contract is 
inherently a more efficient method of 
carrying out work than building by direct 
labour that we are asking that tenders 


should be invited for every local 
authority project which is capable of 
being put out to contract. This includes 
a large proportion of local authority main- 
tenance work, where there is ample room 
for improved efficiency. 

‘It follows that building firms must 
accept the responsibility of tendering, 
realistically and keenly, for local 
authority work in competition with direct 
labour departments. If they refrain from 
doing so, thinking that the scales are so 
loaded against them by vested interests 
or political prejudice that it is little use 
incurring the cost of preparing tenders, 
they are not only giving a free hand to 
those who claim that building work is 
best carried out by public corporations, 
they are also depriving the ratepayers of 
the principal safeguard against the waste 
of public money. 

‘If the builders in any area feel that 
they are not receiving fair treatment from 
their local authority,’ the President 
added, ‘they should prepare a clear and 
impartial statement of the facts as they 
see them, discuss them with their local 
authority—as I am glad to learn the 
Cardiff Association of Building Trades 
Employers are proposing to do—and. 
then, if they do not receive satisfactory 
assurances, see that full publicity is given.’ 


Building by Direct Labour 
Evesham RC to Challenge National Federation 


EVESHAM RURAL COUNCIL at its meeting on 
January 16 passed a resolution to chal- 
lenge a statement made in a publication 
issued by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. The state- 
ment said that the council exceeded by 
£889 the estimated cost of building 17 
houses built by direct labour. 

The Clerk, MR. C. H. GARDNER, said that 
several members of the council had been 
sent a booklet entitled ‘Building by 
Direct Labour’ in which the statement 


about the Evesham Rural Council 
appeared. The council, he said, had built 
none of its 1,700 houses by direct labour. 
At an earlier meeting of the council a 
proposal to build 11 old _ people’s 
bungalows at South Littleton by direct 
labour had been referred back, and at the 
meeting on January 16 it was resolved 
that tenders and priced bills of quantities 
received for the building of the bungalows 
should be submitted to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. 
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London Master Builders Association 
Eighty-ninth Annual General Meeting 


THE ANNUAL REPORT of the London Master 
Builders Association was presented by the 
retiring President, MR. E. J. COOK, BSC, 
FIOB, at the Association’s 89th annual 
general meeting, held at the Park Lane 
Hotel, W1, on January 24. 

In a foreword to the report Mr. Cook 
states: ‘The present position of our 
country in relationship to the overall 
industrial circumstances throughout the 
world is very complex and does not justify 
a complacent attitude. During the year 
we have had to accept a “ credit press,” 
and the Government has taken other steps 
to curb our spending. We have also failed 
to maintain our export expansion at an 
adequately high rate and productivity has 
levelled off after a period of steady, 
though not spectacular, improvement. It 
is significant that the Prime Minister has 
felt it necessary to urge industry to make 
greater efforts to increase our exports. 

‘Nevertheless, the country continues 
to show great confidence in our future 
industrial stability. Our own industry has 
been at full capacity throughout the year 
and once again the Minister of Works has 
predicted an even greater volume of work 
in 1961. It is, however, deplorable that 
the building industry continues to tender 
for work at prices below the sensible 
economic level, and the signs are that this 
is beginning to have the inevitable result. 
With the prospect of a good volume of 
work ahead for the industry this con- 
tinuance of over-keen tendering seems 
quite inexcusable. Management alone is 
responsible for this state of affairs and 
only management can alter it. 

‘At the beginning of the year I made 
the suggestion that we should adopt a 
“searching approach” to our problems, 
a readiness to accept change in established 
methods and systems. Our Areas and 
committees have responded admirably to 
this suggestion. New proposals have been 
produced in the field of apprenticeship: 
the productivity committee is investigat- 
ing the production of a film on contract 
planning; our education committee is 
encouraging the employment of arts 
graduates; much original, questioning 
thought is being put into the subject of 
our wages structure; untiring endeavours 
are being applied to the prevention of 
accidents.’ 


General Review 


In a general review of the year the 
report states: ‘As the year closes there 
may be said to be one or two small clouds 
on the economic horizon, and it is the 
sincere hope of your Council that the 
Government will not again make use of 
the building industry in an attempt to 
control the economics of the country. 
There has been far too much “ turning on 
and off of the tap” in recent years to 
make for stability and to permit effective 
forward planning in the industry.’ Other 
points from the report are: 

National Contractors Group.—A further 
increase in the interest taken by senior 
members of the National Contractors 
Group in the work of the principal com- 


mittees of the Association is evidence of 
the way in which the Group has become 
firmly established as a vital part of the 
organisation. The advice and influence of 
the larger firms, together with the interest 
which they are taking in the Association’s 
activities, is contributing materially to the 
standing of the Association. Having thus 
established its position over the past three 
years, the Group may now feel able to 
devote a greater portion of its time and 
resources to detailed consideration of 
various aspects of policy which are of 
particular concern to the larger firms, and 
to issue recommendations calculated to 
benefit not only its own membership but 
the whole of the industry. 

In October members of the Group 
toured parts of the United States and 
Canada under the leadership of the past 
chairman of the Group, Mr. Raymond 
Mais. An enjoyable and instructive visit 
provided those members who participated 
with material for thought about the 
American approach to its construction 
industry. 

House - Builders Committee. — The 
House-Builders Committee has _ been 
devoting a great part of its time to the 
problem of availability of land for house 
building. Particular attention has been 
paid to proposed amendments to develop- 
ment plans, and to release of ‘ white’ 
land. Where it has been thought that 
the allocation of land for house building 
in development plans has been insuffi- 
cient, investigations and representations 
have been made. 

There is a steady increase in the num- 
ber and percentage of houses now being 
registered with the National House- 
Builders Registration Council and every 
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effort is being made to encourage all 
members to co-operate in this scheme. 
Indications are that the public and build- 
ing societies are becoming increasingly 
conscious of the desirability of borrowing 
or advancing money on houses which 
carry the NHBRC Certificate. 

Technical Information.—The Technical 
Information Committee has given parti- 
cular consideration to the safe use of 
electricity on building sites and the Com- 
mittee has, in liaison with the Accident 
Prevention Committee, produced a 
Bulletin on this subject which will shortly 
be available to members. 

Accident Prevention.—The setting up 
of the Association’s Safety Advisory 
Service in conjunction with RoSPA is 
perhaps the high-light of a very full year’s 
work accomplished by the Accident Pre- 
vention Committee. This Service, which 
will start early in the new year, is to be 
offered free to members of the Associa- 
tion. 

Apprenticeship. — During the first 
quarter of 1960 the Association inden- 
tured a higher number of new apprentices 
than in the corresponding period of any 
year since 1948. There has also been an 
encouraging increase in the number of 
members training boys. 

A drop in the cancellation figures from 
174 per cent to 114 per cent continues to 
bear out the increasing discernment of 
employers in the selection of the right 
type of boy for craft training. 

While the improvement in recruitment 
in the first few months of the year was 
most marked, this high increase was not 
maintained in the following months, but 
nevertheless, the final annual figure of 
1,107 shows an increase of 34 per cent 
over 1959. Improvement in the intake of 
bricklayers and painters has been main- 
tained and thus there has been a better 
balance between the crafts. 


President 


Mr. R. F. Mansell’s Service to the Industry 


AT its annual general meeting on January 
24 the London Master Builders Associa- 
tion elected as its President for 1961 Mr. 





Mr. R. F. Mansell, FIOB 


R. F. Mansell, FIOB, MRSH, chairman 
and managing director of R. Mansell Ltd. 
The firm was founded in 1908 by Mr. 
Mansell’s father in Croydon, where its 
head office is now situated. 

Mr. Mansell, 51 years old, was educated 
at Croydon High School and received his 
technical education at the Brixton School 
of Building. Following two years’ site 
experience with the family business and 
two years’ pupilship with a quantity sur- 
veyor, he entered the firm as an estimator- 
surveyor in 1930. He was appointed a 
director in 1932, managing director in 
1939, and became chairman on the death 
of his father in 1958. 

Mr. Mansell first served on the council 
of the LMBA in 1949 as a representative 
of the Southern Area of which he was 
chairman in 1950, and again in 1958. He 
became an elected member of the council 
in 1951, was elected to the executive com- 
mittee in 1952, and became a junior vice- 
president in 1958. He has been chairman 
of the contract, working rule agreement, 
finance and general purposes, and the 
maintenance builders committees, and 
served on the board of administration for 
the pupilship and studentship schemes. 
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Officers and Council Elected 


‘HER OFFICERS elected were: Vice-Presi- 
nt: P. H. Bates, FIOB (Thomas Bates & 
n Ltd.); Junior Vice-Presidents: A. R. 
ais, OBE, ERD, TD, DL, BSc, FIArb, FIOB 
rollope & Colls, Ltd.) and L. J. Bradshaw, 
OB (Dearsley & Carter, Ltd.); Honorary 
easurer: K. J. Pearce, TD, FIOB (Pearce 
os. Builders, Ltd.). 

Council were elected as follows: F. V. 
»pleby (W. & C. French Ltd.); C. T. Bates 
awood Wharton & Co. Ltd.); L. H. Colls 
rollope & Colls Ltd.); F. E. Gostling (E. 
stling (Builders) Ltd.); L. H. King (William 
ng & Sons Ltd.); F. R. Leadsom (Thomas 
we & Sons Ltd.); E. G. Miles (Fassnidge 
n & Norris Ltd.); D. C. C. Roberts (C. P. 
berts & Co. Ltd.); E. Smith (Rawlings 
ys. Ltd.); F. L. Wallis (G. E. Wallis & Sons 
id. 
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The Annual Luncheon 


rliamentary Secretary on Industrial 
Prospects 


F %M-PRICE TENDERING, prospects for the 
ir dustry in 1961, building research and 
sipply of land for building were among 
the matters dealt with by MR. R. H. M. 
T OMPSON, MP, Parliamentary Secretary 
tc the Ministry of Works at the annual 
luacheon of the LMBA, held in Lon- 
don on Tuesday. He was responding to 
the toast of ‘Her Majesty’s Government,’ 
proposed by MR. E. J. COOK, President, 
w.o was in the chair. 

Firm-price tendering, in the Ministry’s 
experience, had been a success, said Mr. 
Tompson, The industry had co-operated 
exiremely well and builders had not been 
found reluctant to submit competitive 
tenders, nor had they added heavy con- 
tingency provisions to the basic price. 
‘This has been a most useful contribu- 
tion to the economic stability of the 
country, and has been a material factor 
in the improvement of conditions since 
1957.’ 

On the subject of housing, he could 
assure the house-builders that the recent 
circular issued by the Minister of Hous- 
ing was not in practice being ignored. 
Planning control still existed and the 
circular did not mean that any and every 
proposition would be allowed, but the 
appeal to the Minister still lay, if the 
decision of the local authority was 
adverse. 

The greatest assurance, in fact, was 
the forecast made by the Ministry that 
private firms which were building houses 
for sale expected to start work in 1961 on 
131,000 houses. This compared with 
estimated starts in 1960 of 116,000. 

He was glad to hear about the efforts 
builders were making in the fields of 
apprenticeship and management training 

a fine investment for the future. He 
appreciated also the part the industry 
was playing in the drive to secure more 
export markets. The figure of £120m. 
of overseas construction in 1960 repre- 
sented an increase of 80 per cent over a 
five-year period. ‘Such activity involves 
risk,’ said the Parliamentary Secretary, 
but it is quite vital that we should not 
be content with just taking up our share 
f the assured business in this country.’ 

On building by-laws, he was glad to say 
nat the Minister of Housing would 
hortly be making standing by-laws under 
nowers of the Public Health (Miscel- 
aneous Provisions) Bill, 1960 which 


— 


would replace the local by-laws under 
Local Authorities’ Acts. 

In conclusion, Mr Thompson said: 
‘nothing is more debilitating than the 
persistence of the cost-plus attitude of 
mind in these desperately competitive 
days. We can only beat this situation if 
we are more inventive, more resourceful, 
more-cost conscious, more ready to ex- 
periment and innovate than before. Free 
enterprise, in short, must be not only free 
but really enterprising.’ 

THE PRESIDENT, in proposing the health 
of HM Government, referred to the fact 
that the MoW’s good example in adequate 
documentation in firm-price tendering 
had not been followed, except on rare 
occasions, by other Ministries, local 
authorities, nationalised industries and 
private architects and clients. ‘ This is a 
matter of serious concern to our mem- 
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bers,’ said Mr. Cook, ‘ the more so in that 
genuine efforts to improve working 
efficiency are evident in firms of all sizes.’ 

On the subject of direct labour, it was 
a fact that out of a total of some 14m. 
operatives, some 300,000 were employed 
on direct labour undertakings. ‘ We feel 
that Government has indicated its inten- 
tion to support private enterprise,’ said 
the President, ‘and should not ignore 
the serious reduction of work-load avail- 
able to the industry.’ Similarly, the 
Minister of Housing could, in the 
opinion of builders, take a firmer line 
with locai authorities in implementing 
his recent circular concerning increased 
densities for domestic development. He 
could assist by encouraging local plan- 
ning authorities to declare their inten- 
tions concerning the future use of * white’ 
lead. 


The Liverpool Federation 
Annual Report Warns of New Danger of Inflation 


THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
Liverpool Regional Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers was held at the 
Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool, on January 23, 
when Mr. A. A. Stott (chairman and man- 
aging director of James Stott & Son Ltd.. 
of Liverpool) was elected President for 
the ensuing year. 

In his annual report for 1960 the retir- 
ing President, MR. J. L. RAWSTHORNE, says 
that the accelerated demand for building 
work of all types, which had manifested 
itself by the end of 1959, following the 
setback of the 1957-58 credit squeeze, was 
maintained at a high level throughout the 
year. Nevertheless, competition had re- 
mained extremely keen. 

The supply position of some materials 
has also been causing concern. Although 
local brick production has increased by 
about five or six per cent as compared 
with 1959, the supply still falls short of 
demand, particularly in regard to facings, 
and the shortage would undoubtedly have 
been much more pronounced had it not 
been for frequent interruptions of work 
due to long periods of exceptionally wet 
weather during the last five months of the 
year. 

Recent increases in prices of various 
building materials point to an end of the 
fairly stable conditions which had existed 
for some time, while the all-round in- 
creases in wages and reduction in working 
hours now taking place in all branches 
of industry may well spell the beginning 
of a new dangerous inflationary spiral 
unless higher wages are matched by a 
corresponding increase in productivity, to 
achieve which we must try to ensure that 
a greater effort is put into the shortened 
working week. 

On the recent wages agreement, due to 
come into force next October, the report 
comments: ‘In reaching this agreement 
both sides have emphasised the need for 
achieving the highest possible rate of out- 
put within the reduced working week. It 
has also been agreed to revise the rule 
regarding meal-breaks, laying down a 
stipulated time to cover all “‘ refreshment 
breaks,” the object being that men shall 
be paid only for the hours they actually 
work. It is hoped by this means to 





Mr. A. A. Stott 


absorb some of the increased labour costs. 
To what extent the new rule will work in 
practice will depend ultimately on the 
united action of employers in seeing that 
it is carried out.’ 


Election of Officers 

Other Regional Officials for 1961 who 
were installed at the meeting are: Senior 
Vice-President, J. B. Tomkinson (Wm. 
Tomkinson & Sons, Ltd.). Junior Vice- 
Presidents, P. Wyatt (Holland & Hannen 
and Cubitts (North West) Ltd.), J. A. Bird 
(Bird & Harrop), E. G. Morris (Wm. 
Morris & Bro. Ltd.). Hon. Treasurer, 
T. Wilfrid Platt (George Platt & Sons. 
Ltd.). 


Eastern Federation Elections 

AT THE annual general meeting of the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers held at Cambridge on January 
1l Mr. C. E. Wadley (Hutton Builders 
Ltd.) was elected president for 1961. 
Other officers were elected as follows: 
Senior vice-president, Mr. L. B. Sell. 
FIOB (H. C. Janes Ltd.); junior vice- 
presidents, Mr. S. G. Johnson, JP, FIOB 
(S. F. Johnson & Co.), Mr. J. Durston, and 
Mr. M. J. Youngs, JP (J. Youngs & Son 
Ltd.); hon. treasurer, Mr. B. T. Henman 
(T. & E. Neville Ltd.). 











MowW Winter Lectures 


Programme for February 


THE FEBRUARY PROGRAMME of lectures 
sponsored by the Ministry of Works on 
subjects of interest to the building 
industry is as follows: 

Birkenhead.—February 1: ‘ Prevention of 
Accidents in the Building Industry,’ by J. A. 
Hayward, John Laing & Son Ltd., at the 
Technical College, Borough-rd. 7.15 p.m. 

Cardiff—February 1: ‘Leadership and 
Management in the Building Industry,’ by 
Sir Robert O. Lloyd, Angel Hotel. 7 p.m. 

Willesden. — February 1: ‘ Materials 
Handling on Construction Sites,’ by A. G. 
Stone, at Willesden Technical College, 
Denzil-rd., NW10. 7.15 p.m. 

Doncaster.—February 2: ‘ Practical Form- 
work Design and Construction for Concrete,’ 
by J. G. Richardson, at the Technical College, 
Building Department, Waterdale. 7.15 p.m. 

Burnley.—February 6: ‘Modern Timber 
Construction,” by Howard Wilkinson, at 
Burnley Municipal College. 7.15 p.m. 

East Ham.—February 7: ‘Prevention of 
Accidents in the Building Industry,’ by J. A. 
Hayward, at East Ham Technical College, 
Arragon-rd., E6. 7.15 p.m. ; 

Brighton.—February 8: ‘Artificial Lighting 
for Modern Buildings,’ by J. B. Harris, at 
the Gas Showrooms, Church-st. 7.30 p.m. 

Edinburgh.—February 8: * Practical 
Aspects of Site Investigation,’ by S. J. Button, 
at the Royal Society Hall, 24 George-st. 
7.15 p.m. 

Trowbridge. — February 8: ‘Concrete 
Handling on Building Sites,’ by A. W. 
Rickard, at West Wiltshire and Trowbridge 
College of Further Education, College-rd. 
7.15 p.m. 

Workington.—February 8: ‘ Motorway,’ 
by D. P. Weeks, at the Technical College, 
Park-la. 7 p.m. 

Aberdeen.—February 9: ‘ Practical Aspects 
of Site Investigation,’ by S. J. Button, at 
Robert Gordon’s College. 7.15 p.m. ; 

Birmingham.—February 9: ‘Small Pipe 
Central Heating,’ by W. J. G. Langstaff, at 
the Lecture Theatre, rear of Ministry of 
Works Building, Five Ways-hse., Islington- 
row. 7.15 p.m. f 

York.—February 10: ‘ Work Study in the 
Building Industry,’ by R. Geary, at the Tech- 
nical College, Department of Building, ‘Ash- 
field,’ Tadcaster-rd. 7.15 p.m. 

Ewell.—February 14: ‘ Building High,’ by 
N. Wakefield, at Ewell Technical College, 
Reigate-rd. 7.15 p.m. 

Southampton.—February 14: ‘ Prestressed 
Concrete,’ by H. Kaylor, at the Technical 
College, Albert-rd. 7.15 p.m. 

Newport (loW).—February 15: ‘Pre- 
stressed Concrete,’ by H. Kaylor, at the Tech- 
nical College, Hunnyhill. 7 p.m. 

Preston—February 15: ‘Single Stack 
Drainage,’ by A. F. E. Wise, at the Harris 
College. 7.15 p.m. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—February 15: ‘ Detects 
in Brickwork,’ by J. O. May, at Stoke-on- 


Trent College of Building, Cauldon-pl., 
Shelton. 7.15 p.m. 
Trowbridge. — February 15: ‘Surface 


Finishes of Concrete,’ by F. Ward, at West 
Wiltshire and Trowbridge College of Further 
Education, College-rd. 7.15 p.m. 
Willesden. — February 15: ‘ Oil-Fired 
Domestic Heating Installations,’ by J. A 
Musgrave, at Willesden Technical College, 
Denzil-rd., NW10. 7.15 p.m. 
Kingston-upon-Hull.—February 16: ‘ Pre- 
vention of Accidents in the Building Indus- 
try,’ by A. Hayward, at the Church 
Institute, Albion-st. 7.15 p.m. 
Portsmouth.—February 16: ‘ Work Study 
in the Building Industry,’ by R. Geary, at 
the College of Technology, Anglesea-rd. 7.15 


.m. 
° Bradford.—February 20: ‘The Essentials 
of Good Concreting,’ by E. E. H. Bate, at 
the Institute of Technology, Great Horton- 
rd. 7.15 p.m. 
Chester.—February 20: Film Show— 
Building Subjects, at the Grosvenor Museum, 
Grosvenor-st. 7.15 p.m. 


Bridgend.—February 21: ‘ Planning Tech- 
niques,’ by E. W. Spencer, at the Technical 
College. 7 p.m. 

Norwich.—February 21: ‘Introduction to 
Site Costing for Builders,’ by A. E. Chitten- 
den, at the City College and Art School, 
Ipswich-rd. 7 p.m. 

Aberystwyth.—February 22: Film Show— 
Building and Civil Engineering Subjects, at 
oe Cambrian Hall, County Council Offices. 

p.m. 

Gloucester.—February 22: ‘ New Develop- 
ments in Plumbing and Drainage,’ by F. L. 
Barrow, at Gloucester Technical College, 
Brunswick-rd. 7.30 p.m. 

Trowbridge.—February 22: ‘Structural 
Properties of Lightweight Aggregate Con- 
crete,” by G. H. Newton, at West Wiltshire 
and Trowbridge College of Further Educa- 
tion, College-rd. 7.15 p.m. 

Banbury.—February 23: ‘ Developments in 
Paint and Painting,’ by H. J. R. Ashby, at 
North Oxfordshire Technical College and 


Safety Competition 


Consistent Successes by Portsmouth 
Drivers 


FOR THE PAST six years John Croad Ltd., 
the Portsmouth subsidiary of Trollope 
and Colls Ltd., have put up a team for 
the Lorry Driver of the Year Competi- 
tion. The consistent success of the Ports- 
mouth lorry drivers is shown in their 
record since 1956 when the team, Messrs. 
D. Palmer, D. Douglas, and W. Bartlett, 
were awarded the team trophy. In 1957, 
when Mr. G. Palmer joined the team in 
place of Mr. Douglas, they were again 
awarded the trophy. Aside from their 
success as a team the individual results 
are more impressive. Mr. D. Palmer gave 
the best all-round performance and was 
winner of the ‘ C’ class in the all-England 
finals in 1956. In 1958 he was ‘C’ class 
runner-up in the all-England finals. 

In 1959 Mr. G. Palmer won the Con- 
cours d’Elegance and in the following 
year was ‘B’ class winner in the all- 
England finals; he was also a recipient of 
the safety trophy. Mr. W. Bartlett re- 
ceived the safety trophy in 1959. 

The training and organisation of this 
team and the original idea to enter the 
competition has been credited by the 
company’s directors to Mr. D. Palmer, 
who is now yard manager at Portsmouth. 
In recognition of their fine efforts the 
team were recently presented with in- 
scribed silver cigarette cases. 





Mr. N. C. Macnamara, CBE, chairman oj 
Trollope & Colls Ltd., presenting the 
award to Mr. D. Palmer 
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School of Art, Bath-rd. 7.15 p.m. 

Cheimsford.—February 23: ‘The RIBA 
Form of Contract,’ by D. Gardam, at Mid 
Essex Technical College, Moulsham-st. 7.3( 
p.m. 

Darlington.—February 23: ‘Small Pi 
Central Heating,’ by A. Robertson, at t 
College of Further Education, Northgat 
Building. 7.15 p.m. 

Neath.—February 23: ‘Dry Rot—Causes 
Remedy and Prevention,’ by B. W. Eades. a: 
the Technical College. 

Northampton.—February 23: ‘ Work Stud 
in the Building Industry,’ by J. Greenlees 
at Northampton College of Technology, St 
George’s-av. 7.15 p.m. 

Cambridge. — February 27: ‘Surfac 
Finishes of Concrete,’ by F. Ward, Cemen 
and Concrete Association, at Cambridgeshir 
Technical College and School of Art, Collier 
rd. 7.30 p.m. 


Chatham.—February 28: ‘ The RIBA Forn 
of Contract,’ by I. N. D. Wallace, Barrister 
at-Law, at the Sun Hotel, High-st. 7.15 p.m 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—February 28: ‘ Oi! 
fired Domestic Heating Installations,’ b 
J. W. Musgrave, at the YMCA, Connaugh 
Hall, Blackett-st. 7.15 p.m. 


Law Report 


Action Against Builder for Alleged 
Use of Dumper on Road Dismissed 


THE QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISIONAL COURT on 
January 18 allowed with costs appeals by 
Vessey, Ltd., building contractors, and 
two of their employees, Mr. Peter Daley 
and Mr. Donald Hutchinson, against their 
conviction by Stockport County Borough 
justices on January 18, 1960, of using two 
Muir Hill dumpers at Lapwing-lane, 
Stockport, where a housing estate was 
under construction, without instruments 
capable of giving audible and sufficient 
warning of their approach. 


The company’s conviction of failing to 
fix a valid identity certificate to one of 
the dumpers was also quashed. The 
justices had given the appellants an 
absolute discharge. 


Mr. Justice Salmon, who sat with Lord 
Parker (the Lord Chief Justice) and Mr. 
Justice Winn, said that the prosecution 
evidence before the justices was confined 
to the use of the dumpers on one occasion 
on a road in the immediate vicinity of 
the building works. There was no evi- 
dence of any use on other roads. The 
convictions could not stand on the ground 
that the vehicles were not intended or 
adapted for use on roads within the mean- 
ing of the relevant Acts. 


‘The view I have reached is based 
strictly on the particular facts of this case 
and is not intended to apply to dumpers 
generally,’ said the judge. ‘ My conclusion 
might and probably would have been dif- 
ferent if the justices’ findings had shown 
that the dumpers were reasonably capable 
of being driven along the public roads 
in transit or for carrying materials from 
one site to another.’ 


Agreeing, Lord Parker said he wished 
to emphasise that the court’s decision 
did not mean that dumpers of the type 
in this case were not motor vehicles 
intended or adapted for use on the road. 
‘That was not proved in this case. It 
might well be that in another case on 
fuller evidence the court would be able 
to say that dumpers of this kind were 
clearly motor vehicles intended or adapted 
for use on the roads.’ 
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‘ Off-Street Parking’ 
Mr. Doubleday’s Paper to the RICS 


THE THOUSAND-CAR underground car park 
planned for Hyde Park was encouraging, 
but more off-street parking facilities must 
be provided during the next few years. 
This was stated by MR. E. H. DOUBLEDAY, 
OBE, FRICS, in a paper on ‘ Off-Street Park- 
ing’ delivered to a general meeting of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 
in London, on December 5. Mr. Double- 
day, who is County Planning Officer for 
Hertfordshire, told of solutions to traffic 
and parking problems that he had seen 
during a recent study-tour of the United 
States of America. 

‘I saw much to commend and quite a 
few things to avoid,’ he said. ‘ There is 
no doubt that America is the most car- 
conscious nation in the world.’ In 1959, 
with nearly 70m. vehicles, there was 1 
car for every 24 Americans. In Britain 
there was 1 vehicle for every 6.6 persons, 
but this ratio was falling rapidly and 
would probably be 1 vehicle for every 34 
persons by 1970, or in other words, 1 
car for every household. 

Saturation of our roads by cars had 
made the problem of parking on the high- 
way more important than its primary 
purpose of affording a right of passage. 
‘American traffic surveys show that 
during the afternoon of a normal day in 
the business district of an average com- 
munity, 90 per cent of the cars are parked 
—either on or off the street—and onlv 10 
per cent moving; furthermore. of this 10 
per cent about one-third are looking for 
a place to park,’ he said. ‘Kerb space 
which can be withdrawn from the street’s 
traffic flow is at a premium and must be 
made available to as many motorists as 
possible. Logically then, it must be used 
by motorists willing to occupy it for the 
shortest possible time. 


Parking Meters 


‘Two years ago parking meters were 
introduced to Britain,’ Mr. Doubleday 
continued. ‘ Use by motorists proves the 
value of the meter as a rationer of kerb- 
side space. It is slowly breaking down 
the traditional British habit of free park- 
ing for cars in city areas, thus paving the 
way to follow the American and Con- 
tinental practices of a wider use of off- 
street parking facilities.’ 

He added that ‘ North American experi- 
ence demonstrates most forcibly that 
under no circumstances should meters 
be used as revenue raisers for the local 
rate fund. The income must be kept for 
providing off-street parking facilities.’ 

The alternative to parking meters, 
namely the blue disc system used in Paris, 
involved more police in checking the discs 
than the wardens employed in London to 
supervise parking meters. There was also 
no evidence that the fines imposed in 
Paris were devoted to providing off-street 
parking facilities, as the parking meter 
revenues must be devoted by law in this 
country. 

Having derived the maximum benefit 
from existing kerbside space, additional 
off-street accommodation would have to 


be found, continued Mr. Doubleday. Open 
parking lots in densely built-up areas 
were not practical because of their high 
value and limited parking capacity. 

The limitations of surface parking, the 
small size of available sites, rising opera- 
tional costs and the need to provide 
‘proximity parking’ at low cost all 
pointed to more mechanical parking or, 
alternatively, self-service parking, he said. 
If American experience was any guide, 
competition in parking rates would 
develop in this country before long, and 
therefore the location and layout of multi- 
storey garages required the utmost care. 


Shoppers and business clients preferred 
not to walk more than 100 yards from a 
garage, but employees in a business area 
would tolerate walking 350 yards or more 
if they could save on parking costs. In 
America the parking garage rates were 
about 2s. to 2s. 6d. for the first hour and 


about ls. for each additional half-hour; 
day rates were about 10s. 


* Dividend’ Parking 


Mr. Doubleday thought that the 
American system of ‘validation’ (or 
‘dividend’ parking) would become in- 
creasingly popular in this country. By 
this system, shoppers who parked in a 
store’s car park could exchange their 
parking tickets for goods purchased in 
the store. This kind of scheme was 
already operated by Messrs. Bourne and 
Hollingsworth of Oxford-street, who ex- 
changed parking tickets up to 25 per cent 
of the cost of goods purchased. 

In a suburban shopping centre outside 
Washington, USA, the floors of a 2,000- 
car garage—one of the largest in the 
world—connected directly into the adjoin- 
ing store. The garage was operated by 
the store company as a free service to all 
motorists using the shopping centre. ‘ The 
trend of merchant dependence upon 
motorists will, I hope, be duly noted by 
our leading stores in this country,’ added 
Mr. Doubleday. 


Noise Abatement Problems 
High Cost of Insulating Buildings 


NOISE from aircraft and motor cars as 
well as in factories, offices and homes was 
the subject of papers given by experts at 
a meeting of the Royal Society of Health 
held in London. 

DR. B. WHEELER ROBINSON, of the 
National Physical Laboratory, said that if 
a ‘ given thrust’ had to be produced there 
seemed to be no way, at present, of 
securing a really big diminution in the 
noise from a jet aircraft. 

A ‘further cause of alarm’ was the 
devastating ‘sonic boom’ to be expected 
from supersonic flying in the future. The 
community had to make up its mind as 
to what penalty, in the loss of the 
amenities of life, it was prepared to pay 
for such advances. 

But there was no technical reason why 
motor vehicles should not be operated 
and designed to run with a satisfactory 
low level of noise. A code of test pro- 
cedure for the measurement of motor 
vehicle noise had recently been proposed, 
and it was hoped that this would be inter- 
nationally adopted. 

DR. T. W. PARKER, deputy director, 
Building Research Station, spoke of the 
great cost involved in insulating build- 
ings from external noise. The addition 
of a fairly elaborate double window 
system and forced ventilation might mean 
an increase of as much as one third in the 
‘cost in use’ figure of new buildings. The 
conversion of existing buildings would be 
more costly still. 

If costs were considered in relation to 
a typical district in the West End of Lon- 
don, with two-thirds of its area 
developed, the additional ‘cost in use’ 
would be around £3m. per sq. mile per 
annum for the forced ventilation solu- 
tion. If they were to combat aircraft 
noise this figure could even be as high as 
£44m. Or, in terms of capitalised value, 
£90m. per sq. mile. 


In the end, the practical question would 
be comparing the cost of insulation of 
buildings with the cost of dealing with 
the noise problem at source. 

PROFESSOR W. BURNS, of the Charing 
Cross Hospital Medical School, said that 
the capacity of people to become accus- 
tomed to noise was considerable. But if 
they were annoyed, distressed or 
awakened by noise it was justifiable to 
try to mitigate its effects as much as pos- 
sible. 

The last word on the subject came from 
DR. WHEELER ROBINSON, who said that 
space travel alone could introduce man- 
kind to a completely silent world. With 
no air there could be no noise—only 
vibration. 


Fire Protection in 
Factories 


BRS Gives Guidance in New Report 


FIRE in industrial premises is a serious 
hazard and its prevention should have a 
high priority with factory management. 
The report ‘Fire Protection in Factory 
Buildings,’ now published, provides for 
factory managements and building de- 
signers an introduction and a guide to 
the various legal requirements. 

The report also indicates what pre- 
cautions may be taken beyond those re- 
quired by law to reduce the hazard of 
fire breaking out and spreading within a 
factory building. Precautions that should 
be adopted for the safety of personnel, in 
case of fire, are also considered. 

Technical appendices deal with common 
causes of fires in factories, standard fire 
resistance tests and the behaviour of 
materials and elements of structure under 
fire conditions. 

*,.* Factory Building Studies No. 9, ‘ Fire 
Protection in Factory Buildings,’ published 
for DSIR by HMSO, price 3s. 6d. (63 cents 
USA), by post 3s. 10d. 


G* 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW | 





This Review of plant, equipment and materials—in most cases new or with 
new features—is intended ta give brief details only of the products 


mentioned. 


Notices are based on data supplied by the manufacturers. 


Additional information and prices can be obtained either direct or by 
using the prepaid Readers’ Service form which appears on page 130 of this 


issue. 


1. Cranes 

A low capacity lorry mounted CRANE, 
recently designed to meet special require- 
ments in connection with the erection of 
street lighting columns, is now being 
marketed for general sale. It is hoped 
by the manufacturers that the crane will 
find applications in almost every industry 
because of its manoeuvrability, low opera- 
ting costs and easy maintenance. 

The crane, which is known as the 
Kwiklift, is capable of lifts up to 2} tons 
to heights of over 20 ft. Basically it 
comprises a hydraulically operated crane 
unit mounted on either a Morris or a Bed- 
ford chassis and is capable of travelling 
at a normal speed of 30 miles an hour. 
The jib is operated by a single hydraulic 
ram. A relief valve is provided in the 
hydraulic circuit to prevent overstraining 
the crane and a flow control valve auto- 
matically controls the lowering speed 
irrespective of the load. The hydraulic 
pump is mounted direct on the gearbox 
with no intermediate driving shaft. 
Cohen Brothers (Electrical) Ltd., 

11 King Edward Bldgs., Bury Old-rd.. 
Manchester 8. 


2. Rooflighting 

New ROOFLIGHTING EQUIPMENT, pro- 
duced by an original process, has recently 
been marketed under the trade name of 
*Coxdome Mark II.’ Available in a wide 
range of sizes, it is an improved version 
of its forerunner, the ‘ Mark I.’ 

Advantages include increased weather 
shedding properties and improved draught 
sealing. It incorporates a constant 40° 
angle of slope on all sides of the dome 
and extending up the slope as far as the 
inside edge of the kerb. Timber or con- 
crete kerbs laid out with their tops 
sloped to an angle of 40° (measured to 
the horizontal), and with mitred corners, 
will accept the dome and provide a neat 
fit all round. 


The form can be used for more than one inquiry. 


The ‘ Coxdomes ’ can be produced from 
either clear acrylic sheeting for maximum 
light transmission, or from diffusing opal 
acrylic sheeting for privacy or diffusion of 
sunlight. Various colours are available. 
An occasional wash with soap or 
detergent and warm water will suffice to 
keep clean. 

Williaam J. Cox (Sales) Ltd., 
London-rd., Tring, Herts. 


3. Windows 


One of the problems confronting 
architects on multi-storey building pro- 
jects has been to find an inward-opening 
window which will be watertight, safe to 
clean and allow ventilation without 
draughts. After three years research, 
a Glasgow company has produced a new 
wood CASEMENT WINDOW with a patent 
hinge which, it claims, will solve the 
problem completely. 

Made in Redwood timber, the ‘ Benni- 
lux’ window is absolutely watertight and 
at the sill there is a wind and rain trap. 
When closed it is held firmly by two side 
fasteners. The window has three alter- 
native ventilating positions. The first, in 
which the window is held at a slight 
incline, is suitable for normal everyday 
ventilation. The second and third are 
obtained by lifting the sash up 1} in. by 
means of sash lifts and pulling the win- 
dow to the vertical position so that it 
swings inwards on its hinges. It can then 
be fastened by a casement stay in either 
of two positions dependent on the venti- 
lation required. For cleaning purposes 
the window can be opened fully to give 
ready access to both sides. This also 
facilitates painting and re-glazing. 

The window has been tested and 
proved in high multi-storey flats at 
Paisley, and has successfully withstood 
severe wind and rain conditions. 

D. F. Bennie Ltd., 
3 Park Circus Place, Glasgow, C3. 


The new ‘ Coxdome Mark II’ rooflights made from acrylic sheeting 
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4. Concrete 


A step forward in the advance of 
electro-pneumatic control applied to 
industry has taken place with the installa- 
tion of a completely automatically con- 
trolled CONCRETE BATCHING AND MIXING 
plant at Sealand trading estate, Chester. 
The plant, controlled by one operator, is 
capable of producing 60 cu. yds. per hour 
of ready-mixed concrete. 

The aggregate storage hopper of 48 cu. 
yds. total capacity is divided into four 
equal compartments, each having a twin 
outlet fitted with radial type doors, 
pneumatically operated by 4 in. bore 
cylinders. Beneath this storage hopper 
and supported in the same structure, is 
an aggregate weigh hopper carried in a 
precision batch-weigher. The required 
weight of aggregate and cement from 
each storage hopper is set on transistor- 
ised photo-electric scanning heads. The 
two materials are then weighed simul- 
taneously and discharged into the weigh 
hoppers, the supply being cut off when 
the predetermined quantity is delivered. 

When the cycle is completed, the 
aggregate is discharged on to an inclined 
troughed-belt conveyor, 84 ft. long, dis- 
charging into a 14 cu. yd. compulsory 
paddle mixer. A built-in time delay 
ensures the cement and aggregate dis- 
charge together into the mixer. Water is 
then added to the mix, the amount being 
pre-set on a water meter. Beneath the 
mixer is an adjustable discharge chute, 
designed for discharging into truck 
mixers or open lorries. 

Millars’ Machinery Co. Ltd., 
Bishop’s Stortford, Herts 


5. Dumpers 


A new CONCRETE CARRYING DUMPER, 
with a liquid capacity of 3 cu. yds., has 
been successfully tested on an arduous 
roadmaking and curb-laying project when 
it was operated in extreme weather con- 
ditions. Designed to carry concrete 
between batching plant and placing point, 
the dumper is particularly suitable for the 
feeding of pavers and mechanical and 
tamping equipment on road construction 
projects where the hauling distance is 
often too short to warrant the use of 
agitators or mobile mixing plant. 

The dumper is arranged to provide a 
tipping height of 4 ft. 1 in. under the 
body lip—a height suitable for discharge 
into standard 1 yd. and 2 yd. concrete 
Tremie buckets and concrete pump 
hoppers. A discharge chute can be sup- 
plied with the machine to facilitate 
placing at ground level. 

E. Boydell & Co. Ltd., 
Old Trafford, Manchester. 


6. Household Equipment 


A combined BATH AND SINK UNIT, com- 
plete with its own 21 or 35 gallon hot 
and cold storage tank, seems a useful fit- 
ment for small houses or caravans where 
there is no space for a separate bathroom. 
The bath itself is situated underneath 
the movable sink and drainer section and 
is completely concealed when not in use. 
The sink is fed from a hot and cold water 
mixer tap and has a flexible waste pipe. 
When the bath is required the tap mixer 
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swivels back, the sink levers up and a 
side flap lets down. The water tank, which 
can be fitted with either electric immer- 
sion heater or gas, fits into a cupboard 
over One end of the bath. 

An improved range of these units has 
been developed using Stelvetite, the plas- 
tic coated sheet steel, for the panelling. 
Bink Unit Developments Ltd., 
Rowland-st. Works, Rochdale-rd, 
Oldham. 


7. Piping 

High temperature PLASTIC TUBING of 
4 in. diameter has been specially made 
for small bore installations. Supplied in 
long coils of 250 ft. the tubing is flexible 
and can be run without bends and elbows 
so saving on time and costs. No lagging 
is needed because of low heat emission 
and because of extra smooth bore, larger 
circuits are possible than with 34 in. 
copper pipe. It is particularly suited to 
central heating installations in old houses 
as no structural alterations are required 
and the work of installation can be 
carried out quickly and easily. 
International Boilers & Radiators, 
Earlsway, Team Valley, Gateshead 1], 
Co. Durham. 


8. Paints 


An impressive demonstration of a new 
FIRE RETARDENT PAINT was given recently 
at The Building Centre. Known as 
‘ Albisaf,’ the paint reacts against fire by 
foaming into a mushroom-like layer 
which effectively insulates the under. 
surface from the transmission of heat. Its 


properties to delay the spread of fire seem 
outstanding and following tests by the 
Joint Fire Research Organisation, sur- 
faces treated with the paint have been 
placed as Type No. 1 in Class 1 accord- 
ing to BS 476. Similarly, when metals 
are treated in the same way, the likeli- 
hood of rapid distortion due to heat are 
markedly reduced. 

In application and in decorative finish. 
‘Albisaf’ is like the ordinary, conven- 
tional paints. It can be used on wood, 
fibreboards, timber, plywood and primed 
metals and may also be safely applied 
over shop primed joinerv. 

Hadfields (Merton) Ltd. 
Mitcham, Surrey. 


9. Technical Publication 


The industrial division of Stenor Ltd., 
a member of the Firth Cleveland Group, 
has issued a fifteen-page illustrated 
handbook on the use of its Weldbelt 
equipment for the repair and splicing 
of rubber and PVC conveyor belts, trans- 
mission belts, cables, airlines and rubber 
hose, tarpaulins and canvas sheeting. The 
new Weldbelt Kit was introduced in 1959 
for the repair of damage to rubber con 
veyor belts. The size of the unit, and 
the improved repair techniques developed 
for it, allowed rubber belt repairs to be 
carried out by one man with only the 
minimum of instruction. Now Stenor 


have evolved the drill for carrying out 
many related activities under the same 
advantageous conditions. Copies can be 
obtained from the company at Kew Foot- 
rd., Richmond, Surrey. 





LEADED STAINED GLASS AT AIRPORT: A giant stained 
glass window, 317 ft. long and 22 ft. 6 in. high, has 
been erected over the facade of the new American Air- 
lines’ passenger terminal at Idlewild International Air- 
port, New York. Maximum strength has been obtained 
by setting each pane of glass and each of the 936 panel 
The supporting steel network 
of frames into which each panel section has been 
fitted were wrapped with 24 lb. sheet lead and the lead 
seams burned to form a hermetic seal. The panel sec- 
tions were caulked with a synthetic rubber compound 
and embedded in a yielding plastic support. The win- 
dow, which has already withstood phenomenal wind 
pressures, was designed by Mr. Robert Sowers and 
constructed by the Rambusch Decorating Co., of New 
York. The contract figure was $200,000 


sections in lead cames. 








s Lead came 
Weatherproof 
calking 
Lead frame 


Neoprene block 
+——Lead-burned seam 


— Steel T-member 
wrapped with 2%-Ib 
sheet lead all over 
and sealed by 
lead burning 
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Trade News 


Fire Rating 


CASCELLOID of Abbey Lane, Leicester, 
have obtained the highest fire grading 
possible for their new Selfex translucent 
sheeting. At the same time the price of 
the sheets is being reduced. 


Modern Sales Centre 


DIAL-MEC LTD., a fully-owned subsidiary 
of Chaseside Motor Co., Ltd., has opened 
a modern sales and service centre in 
Hertfordshire for earth moving and bulk- 
materials handling equipment. 


New Subsidiary Company 


I.B.E. LTD. announce the formation of a 
new, wholly-owned subsidiary company 
—PLYCOL LTD.—to streamline the sales 
and service of their specialised building 
materials in Great Britain and the 
Republic of Ireland. 


New Addresses 


WOOD PRESERVATION LTD., formerly of 
142 Sloane-st., have moved their offices 
to 144 Camden High-st., London, NWI. 
The company are the sole agents in the 
United Kingdom for the Xylamon range 
of wood preserving products. 


THE SALES DEPARTMENT of G. A. Harvey 
& Co. (London) Ltd. now operates from 
Villiers House, Strand, WC2. Early in 
the year the London showroom will be 
opened in the same building. Although 
this is principally for office furniture and 
partitioning, all the activities of the 
company will be covered. 


THE LONDON FERRO-CONCRETE CO. LTD., 
who are well-known as specialists in re- 
inforced concrete, have opened an office 
at 49a Warwick-st., Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire. 


Garage Door Equipment 


A SLIDING DOOR GEAR brochure and price 
list has been issued by P. C. Henderson 
Ltd. of Harold Hill, Romford, Essex. A 
10-page illustrated list (no. 861) is avail- 
able, covering a wide selection of interior 
and garage door equipment, including the 
‘Tangent’ sets and the recently intro- 
duced ‘ Ultra’ 325 overhead door gear. 
Copies are available from the company 
on request. 


New Sales Depot 


WITH THE RECENT OPENING of a Sales and 
Service Depot in Scotland, the fourth 
stage has been reached in the expanding 
policy of Ruston-Bucyrus | td., excavator 
specialists, Lincoln. The new depot, which 
serves the whole of Scotland, is at 2430 
London-road, Carmyle, Glasgow. It carries 
an extensive range of spares for all 
Ruston-Bucyrus excavators from 3 to 24 
cu. yd. capacity, including spares for the 
corresponding Ruston engines. English 
depots at Warrington (North-Western 
area), Taunton (South-Western area) and 
London are also in full operation, and a 
fifth depot will be opened in South Wales 
this year. 
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‘ Livability in Towns’ 
Two Papers at the Housing Centre 


LIVABILITY IN TOWNS” was the subject 
of two addresses at the Housing Centre 
recently, first by Mrs. Mary Smith, 
senior housing manager to the Crown 
Commissioners’ Estates, and secondly by 
Mr. Walter Bor, ARIBA, AMTPI, deputy 
chief planning officer of the LCC. The 
meeting was one of three which have 
been arranged by the Housing Centre 
Trust through SPUR (Society for the 
Promotion of Urban Renewal). 


By ‘livability,’ said MRS. SMITH, she 
thought was meant what was mostly 
called ‘living a full life ’—to work, eat, 
sleep and still have time to enjoy the 
arts, to entertain and be entertained, all 
in a civilised environment. She repre- 
sented the lay approach to the problem 
of creating livability, she said, and, with- 
out being unfair to architects and plan- 
ners, perhaps a more human approach to 
it. 

The most important factor in livability 
was the provision of good and economical 
housing. Mrs. Smith stressed that she 
meant economical housing, not cheap 
housing, and that implied reconsideration 
of rent problems. While material stan- 
dards in housing were important, it was 
also important to remember that people’s 
outlook and mental standards had 
changed too in recent years. To housing 
managers this manifested itself in a wide 
range of ways, such as, on the one hand, 
an aggressive attitude to authority or, 
on the other. successful co-operation 
from the tenants’ association in the main- 
tenance of the estates and the preven- 
tion of hooliganism. 

Privacy was not as good as it should be 
on quite a few of our high density estates. 
Privacy could be achieved without mak- 
ing it selfish isolation. The provision of 
a good number of well-heated bedrooms 
would give members of the family privacy 
for studying or playing their record 
players or any of the multitude of activi- 
ties young people wanted to indulge in 
these days. Another suggestion was the 
provision of ‘granny flats’ where the 
older people could live near to but not 
with the other members of their family. 
With proper planning reasonable privacy, 
Mrs. Smith thought, could be provided 
in high density housing schemes. 


Clean Air on New Estates 


Housing managers often came into the 
picture when the architects and planners 
had finished with a scheme. It would 
help housing managers in their job if they 
and social scientists were brought into 
the picture at the planning stage. Housing 
managers did come into contact with 
people, they knew how people lived. 
Their experience, she thought, was 
extremely valuable to planners. 


After expressing the hope that clean 
air on housing estates would become 
general as the result of the application 
of the Clean Air Act, Mrs. Smith made a 
plea for the provision of more and better 
open spaces and play areas on housing 


estates. She also dealt with the provision 
of employment near the place of resi- 
dence and stressed the need to reduce, as 
much as possible, the amount of travel- 
ling between home and work and back 
again. 

Convenient transport was another 
essential ingredient in true livability in 
towns, and in speaking on this aspect of 
the subject Mrs. Smith thought we had 
surrendered the dignity of our town life 
to the tyranny of the motor car. While 
she agreed that we must plan for the 
motor car, we must also plan for the 


segregation of the pedestrian from 
vehicular traffic. 
Some Recent Achievements 
Before giving his address, MR. BOR 


showed a number of striking colour 
slides which illustrated livability in its 
various aspects, and commented on them 
as depicting how this desirable condition 
was not only possible in modern towns 
but had in fact been achieved in London, 
the new towns and in some Continental 
cities, in many instances, it appeared, not 
as a conscious part of the main plan. 

Speaking of the policy of SPUR, he 
said it applied chiefly to conurbations 
such as major towns. Small towns still 
retained some of their identity—people 
there were not quite so far removed from 
things. If you could solve the problem 
of the conurbations of major towns you 
would have gone a long way to achieving 
livability everywhere. 
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Mr. Bor made eight proposals for 
achieving livability. First was the decon- 
gestion of the central areas of towns. 
There should be lower plot ratios and 
lower densities, fewer shops and more 
homes in the central areas. Second, he 
proposed the vertical segregation of 
vehicles from pedestrians. This he 
regarded as an absolute necessity. 

Third, more attention should be 
given to community and neighbourhood 
structure. In dealing with this point we 
must make a distinction between new 
towns and existing towns. He thought 
small towns of from 60,000 to 80,000 
populations could do without a neigh- 
bourhood structure. 

Mr. Bor’s fourth point was internal 
decentralisation of towns. The fact that 
we had built a dozen or so new towns 
did not mean decongestion of our cities 
had taken place. More was required. At 
the same time there was a case for more 
new towns, but not, perhaps, in south- 
eastern England. There should be a new 
density policy. Density control could 
be a very blunt instrument and lead to 
monotonous development. The difference 
in the configuration in towns should be 
taken into consideration. 

‘New towns within cities’ was another 
of Mr. Bor’s proposals. That was 
directly linked with decentralisation and 
a new density policy. ‘Stop the sprawl’ 
was the slogan for Mr. Bor’s next sug- 
gestion. He thought the green belts 
should be rigidly enforced. Areas imme- 
diately beyond the green belts should not 
be encouraged to develop. 

Finally, Mr. Bor urged that a new com- 
prehensive urban transport system should 
be devised. 





In the largest sec- 
tion of Roman 
Wall still remain- 
ing — at present 
obscured by build- 
ings in Coopers- 
row and_ shortly 
to be on public 
view when it is 
incorporated into 
a piazza as part of 
a_ redevelopment 
plan for the site 
by the Bernard 
Sunley Investment 
Trust—is the only 
loophole left un- 
blocked. The gir- 
der (crossing top) 
is supporting the 
floor of the exist- 


ing structure 
which has been 
built round the 
wall. Architects 


for the new build- 
ings are R. Seifert 
and Partners; the 
structural engin- 
eer is Mr. W. V. 
Zinn; and_ the 
main contractors, 
Bernard Sunley & 
Sons, Limited 
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A model of Britain’s latest nuclear power station, to be built at Sizewell, Suffolk, 

for the Central Electricity Generating Board by the English Electric, Babcock & 

Wilcox, Taylor Woodrow Atomic Power Group, for which a £55m. contract has 

been let. The consulting architect is Mr. Frederick Gibberd, CBE, FRIBA. Details 
of the project were given in ‘ The Builder’ of December 2 last (page 1053) 


Demolition Work 
New Form of Contract Published 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF DEMOLITION 
CONTRACTORS, one of whose primary aims 
is ‘to ensure that demolition contracts 
placed with members by architects, sur- 
veyors, local authorities, contractors and 
property owners are dealt with expertly 
and expeditiously,’ has produced three 
documents which should be of interest to 
all who are concerned with the issuing of 
contracts for demolition work. 


Hitherto, contracts have had to be 
based on existing forms of contract, pre- 
pared for work quite unrelated to demolli- 
tion, and it would not be exaggerating to 
say that in the past, in some cases, the 
number of pages of amendments and addi- 
tions exceeded that contained in the 
original Form of Contract. To overcome 
anomalies which arise when standard 
forms of contract unrelated to demolition 
contracts are considered, the National 
Federation of Demolition Contractors has 
issued a form of contract specifically 
drawn up for demolition work. 


In addition, a National Schedule of 
Daywork Charges has been prepared. This 
covers daywork additions to contract, 
daywork contract and plant hire. 
Finally, the Working Rule Agreement 


between the National Federation of 
Demolition Contractors and the National 
Federation of Building Trade Operatives 
has been reviewed and brought up to date. 
Copies of the three documents are 
available, on application, to the Secretary, 
The National Federation of Demolition 
Contractors, 20 - 21 Princes-street, 
Hanover-square, London, WI. 


Advanced Courses in Technology 


SPECIAL advanced courses held in the 
London and Home Counties, which do 
not regularly appear in college calendars 
or prospectuses, are listed in _ the 
‘Bulletin of Special Courses in Higher 
Technology,’ issued by the London and 
Home Counties Regional Advisory 
Council for Technological Education. 
The Bulletin lists those courses, includ- 
ing management studies and commerce, 
which will be held during the forthcom- 
ing spring and summer terms. Copies may 
be obtained from the Council’s secretary, 
at Tavistock House, South Tavistock- 
square, London, WCI, price 3s. 6d. 
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Basic Materials 
Brick Prices Rise 8 per cent in Month 


THE DECEMBER price index for basic 
materials and fuel used in manufacturing 
industry increased by 0.1 per cent to 
101.1 (1954 = 100) as compared with 
November. Construction and house build- 
ing materials continued to rise, and 
according to provisional figures, these 
indices wow stand at 2.2 and 3.9 per cent, 
respectively, above those for December, 
1959. The price index of common fletton 
bricks increased by 8 per cent in Decem- 
ber, and these bricks are now 12 per cent 
higher in price than a year ago. 





Commodity Dec. Nov., Dec., 

1959 1960 1960 

Coal... ...  ..  . +140°6  150-4* 150-4* 
Mie acc. cs ee | 139-2 139-2 


Refractory ‘goods, including, ea! 
bricks ... “i --. 127-6 .128-7 | 128-7 


Non- -refractory goods, in- 
cluding bricks val -» 212-2 116-8 120-1 


Building bricks, common, 
other than flettons, ex- 





works ... si ois se | 666-2 119-8 121-0 
Building bricks, fletton c com- te |, a 
mon, delivered... 105-2 108-7 117-5 
Glass (other than containers) 121- 2 122-4 121-6* 
Cement, delivered awe a 115-3 113-2 113-2 
Cast stone and cast concrete —_— a oy 
products ne nes --- | 102-4 103- 5 103-3 
Synthetic resins and | Plastic << Uae 
materials she 90-0 87-7 87-1* 
Paint for building and in EES ee 
decorating ... 108-7 108-2 108-2 
Steel sheets... ... ... 1265 126-3. 126-3 
Aluminium and “aluminium i = 
alloy a (extruded 
and drawn) . aes --- 124-4 129-8 | 129-8 
Galvanised - oo? tanks sae! Faves a 
and cylinders oan : 122-1 126-9 126-9 
Home-grown hardwood _ rte 96-3. P 95-4 ~95-4* 
Wallpaper... ws. ws. 119-8 121-0 123-5 
Aluminium, virgin ingot, et CR eal 
delivered ae en oe | 217-2 | 119-2 | 119-2 
Copper, ex- ship, wharf or mes 
warehouse ‘is ies ame 102-8 91-0 92-9 
Lead, ex- ship, wharf or Sah wee pried 
warehouse ... a ane 75-4 70-7 67-4 
Zinc, ex-ship, wharf or |. i jjis 
warehouse ... ie ya 121-6 112-0. 105-7 
Imported ‘hardwood, ex- -yard te weit cere 
or wharf ve 105-9 it 4* 112-1* 
Imported ‘plywood (delivered = PAe je we 
to consumers) oe = 94-9 98-7 98 -7* 
Imported softwood Lae i... 
(delivered to consumers) .. 98-5 107-0 107-0* 





* Provisional. 


Guide to State Pension Scheme 


A NEW GUIDE to the graduated pension 
scheme (leaflet N.I. III) which starts at 
the beginning of April, has been pub- 
lished and is available free from all local 
Pensions and National Insurance Offices. 
The graduated pension scheme will apply 
to all employees over 18 (including 
married women) who are earning more 
than £9 a week, unless they are ‘ con- 
tracted out’ as members of an occupa- 
tional pension scheme. 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
mecessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 


ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include | 
It is recommended that | 


the stocking and handling costs involved. 
the prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers 
and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices 
for Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 


Holborn and St. Pancras. £a¢é 
Pit Ballast ; “é-m «m ae 3 §$ 
Pit Sand “s ae a a eee am 13 8 
Washed Sand wwe ee eee cess - 169 
fin Shingle .. am xe <a as wk ae ‘ 1 4 3 

in. Broken Brick a ae ae a 109 
Pan Breeze a 1 1 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate per ton 3 8 O 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 

CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Speci: 

cation delivered Charing Cross area. $a € 

6-ton loads and upwards, site — , per ton 512 0 

1 to 6 tons, site ai inl wi -_ ms 6 4 0 
Rapid-Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and 

upwards tosite ... : am io - 6 2 6 

lto6tons do. site wal am pi 614 6 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 

ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 

ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colocrete in 6-ton lots eee = 812 0 
Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 310s. Od. to heaped Od. ow ton. 

White Portland Cement ; ‘as 13 17 6 
Under | ton per cwt. 16 11 


417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s.0d. to £14 5s.0d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Ciment Fondu and Lightning mrands High Alum- 


per ton 746 


inous cement, 6-ton lots and up Se aes sie 15 14 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway 

Depot, London a 619 0 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6- ton loads (London sites) i 
Moler Mortar Powder and Flue Bricks Cantos 

sites) percwt. 1 6 O 
BRICKS 
Full Loads ss. @ 
First Hard Stocks ... was tit but ae per 1,000 1619 6 
Second Hard Stocks an ii oi we cis oo 1413 6 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) sis iat _ i oe 1015 0 
Mild Stocks ... a "a 10 10 O 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The 

question of haulage is still very difficult and 

prices must be obtained from job to job. 
2 in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

district : 

Commons . oon jaa ive bisa ro = 612 0 

Cellular Commons a wa 612 0 

Keyed do. oa Nr a ‘ay Jalen oe 614 0 

Rustics on i ome aes ose see ose - 8 12 0 

Cellular Rustics ... ae a, ee * 8 12 0 

Single Bullnose Commons Oe ee ea 814 6 

Sandfaced . e ae ee ar ae a 912 0 

Tuscans , + a ee ee ~ 10 7 0 

Saxons ; a iis pa ein ti ve 1015 O 

Golden Buffs... Re on wm eee i 11 2 0 

Dapple Light Facings .. -< teow ae ai 11 9 6 

Heather Facings site: i sn 11 5 O 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London sites) a. . on a 33 49 

do. Bullnose (London sites) . vit aed oe 343 «9 

Blue Wire Cuts (London sites) oes ove ee 29 9 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) “ae _ ‘i 11 13 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) : si 11 8 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) 4 812 0 
Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks : 

24 in. (London stations) ok see ae i pm 30 12 3 

3 im. (London sites) ... 9... ses nee oe ws 31 1 «0 
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3 in. (London stations) per 1,000 36 

3 in. (London sites)... on lots “ 37 

| 2$ in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) a a 31 
2¢ in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) - 18 
2 in. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 

sites) - 19 

| 2gin. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

eae eae eee o 20 

| 2¢in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour 

Facings (London sites) “ 20 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings, 

Berkshire district (London sites) ... si 21 
Hand-made Sandfaced Miulti-Colour Facings, 

Berkshire district (London sites) ... = 21 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) ea 52 
2¢ in. Surrey Saul Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) . - 16 
2f in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) .. Pa 17 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, Brown: 

Stretchers ... ” 64 

Headers... id ee aaah je 63 

Quoins, Bullnose and 4hi in. Flats ie eek cae a 80 

Double Stretchers bed ase Sagat | aa ae 85 

Double Headers pe ‘on Paes ons ess a 77 

One side and two ends ... a ane a 87 

Two sides and one end ee a 89 

Splays and Squints és a 83 

Cream and Buff, £3 extra over White. Other 

colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over 
White. All above prices plus 40% for Best 
quality and plus 40% less 10% for Second 
quality. 

PARTITION SLABS, etc. 

Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 

HoLLow CLAy PartTITION BLOocks (Keyed) 

Minimum a loads £ 
*2h in. ... yds. ; as -- per yd. sup. 
BUILDING m2 (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) .. ae 4 
*4 in. (6 cavity) ... a mn ve 
6in. (8Zin. x 5gin.) 1,250 eshé ne per 1,000 28 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
ek. ae 00 yds. s+ ess Per yd. sup 
y . oo SO es cs one a 
3 in. . Jee ie 
4 in. ate Tn) “ase “Gale ais ea 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA 
-{_ a aaa is 
2 in. .. sili a on oak eo 
3 in. Load bearing quality a ed» Sehr - «tbe iis 
4in. do. do ae Ne 
eee PARTITION BLOCKS 
Sih. «5. a - 
yo ao a ‘ 
3 in. 100 yds.__.... a i pa 
a i). oe Re 
LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE Soueee AND PARTITION 
BLOCKS OF VARIOUS SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 
-, 100 yds. ...  «...  ... per yd. sup. 
- aie eee Te x 
3 in. See a 
oe 0 ee a 
4h in. ... ile we os ac sae 
| 3 ee 0 a oe a 
. THERMALITE- Y TONG — BLOcKs 
sin. . Ss. 
THERMALITE-YTONG ‘Leas iaaaane InsuLaTine BLocks 
3 in. 0 yds. ‘ eal yd. sup. 
4in. Sos ‘soe: se a 
5 in. _ Se a 
a ase 60 yds... “we ai ws 
8hin. ... — 42 yds... , ae fe 1 
FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER Ties 
Floor Blocks "2 in. x 12 in. delivered in full lorry- 
loads : 

A ee en .. per 1,000 35 

a i gee ne ES a 38 

Roa a) gi eis ae | ek | ae re ‘ 46 

Pca «i on see oe “ae om aie pat 52 

7 ite «<0 — a a ee a 64 

8 in. ... a a ee wef 75 

oR... ose vee oe oa — — a a 83 

10 in 92 
Filler Tiles i in multiples of | 10 tiles pers ‘1 000. ‘multiples: 

12 in. x 3 in. x Zin. on 43 

12 in. x 4in. x in. os 75 

10 in. x Sin. x gin. ee 75 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
Glazed Stoneware Standard List (November, 1956). 


. 4 in. 6 in. 9 in. 
Fives, 2 a. lengite ae . perft. 1/8 2/6 4/6 
flee each 5/- 7/6 20/3 

fie - a 8/4 12/6 27/- 
Gullies with 4 in. outlets 12/6 13/9 22/6 


The following are the percentages to be ‘added to the Standard List 


(November, 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot. 


Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 
Best Quality —5% + rs . 4 0% 
BSS Best Quality ~ +10% 3% 4-10% + 15% +10% +20% 
Tested Quality ... +374% 3% t3%t 13% «t394,5508 
BSS Tested Quality...+474%-5% +473%4 15% +4742 +20% 
a &, 
3 in. Land Drain Pipes (in ade in. > Ra -. -» per 1,000 12 10 6 
4 in. do. do. ae Pm 16 16 0O 
6 in. do. do. a 34 10 O 
9 in. do. do. = 64 19 0 
DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. 
rolls cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and a ¢€ 
over delivered London area . wae - per yd. sup. 3 § 
Asbestos base do. 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. - s 2 
Lead lined bitumen do. 9} lb. per yd. sup. do. = 3 2 
18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates - per 1,000 43 811 
14 in. x 9 in. do. do. Gol ee * 32 8 2 
9 in. x9 in. do. do. =a pa 18 18 9 
18 in. x 44 in. do. do. a ole me 19 19 9 
14 in. x 44 in. do. do. a is 15 18 3 
9 in. x 44 in. do. do. a> ls ne 10 14 3 
STONE 
Bath Stone s. d. 
Monks Park oo . per ft. cube 10 3 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground ee 1l 6 
Delivered in railway trucks ‘at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered 
London area a a ae vs 10 10 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ne 10 6 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. 
average delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, B.R. Southern Region . ... 9 10 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin oy Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. x3 in. Rubbed, wentored, Gasated ont 
stolled cills o - perft.cube 4 5 10 
12 in. x 6 in. do. do. do. ws > = 2 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated . ue 7st 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated. coping pn 7 2 2 
14 in. x 6 in. do. do. do. oa 217 0 
44 in. x9 in. Plinth rubbed on top and face a“ a 211 0 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 7 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cube 111 3 
do. do. fair one edge for fair faced brickwork x 117 0 
Hard York— 
12 in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and 
edge ii hie tal a aie. ees ee a 11 0 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front - perft.cube 218 3 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front - 211 0 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes ... per ft. sup. 10 3 
2 in. Sawn roving, ae squares, in random 
sizes -peryd.sup. 3 12 0 
TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. : 
Machine-made Pantiles and French a = from ga 4 
Lincolnshire district ... wee 29 19 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire ‘district : ‘ 55 18 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 644 4 1 
Hand-made 104 x 6} tiles Berkshire district 1610 9 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire ones ove 16 1 6 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per -- on an 1 11 10 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles * oe 110 1 
Concrete tiles 103 x6} . : aie 810 0 
do. Interlocking (49S) 19 16 6 
Norte.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage paid in full 
truck loads to London Rate station. Per 1,000 actual. , S& & 
24x 12 155 10 0 
22 x 12 —— — et ae. che 123 10 0 
22x11 ie to! ee a ele 111 10 0 
20 x 12 in oo” oe a a aa 104 10 0 
20 x 10 i ee Be ‘ ° 102 0 0 
18x 10 ia we we « 69 10 0 
18x 9 oon eet 61 0 0 
16x 10 a hn 54 8 10 
16x 8 4212 4 


Note. —Breakage in “transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 





TIMBER 
Softwood Ex per 
Joinery quality . Wharf standard £115 to £140 
Carcassing quality do. va £94 — £98 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. £110 0 0 
Hardwood 2S | 
ar andi S.E. on do. perfi.cube 1 10 0 
Honduras S.E. ... do. a 73 
ex” European S.E. do. ie 210 0 
do. Japanese S.E. ... do. - 3 00 
do. English Logs sawn do. * 20 0 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. a 317 6 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. i -_ S| 
Plywood 
6 mm. (} in.) Birch Plywood B/BB a .. per 100sq. ft. 4 4 6 
6 mm. Israeli Gaboon do. mapas exterior T grade 
WBP (AX100) _... » ow» 43 3 
18 mm. Birch Blockboard . ° ue 910 0 
2 in. Douglas Fir Plywood 96 in. x48 in. 
Exterior ane WBP sonmmanri “— two 
sides ... i - 911 0 
DOORS (in Lots an 
Delivered London area. gé«6 ¢ 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in = <a ‘es each 116 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... td 117 6 
ee a oa 118 6 
2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... ea 20 6 
2 in. do. but top pee open. Pattern 4 4x Gi in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 _ ~ z 2.¢ 
3 ft Sim xe fe 6 in we ‘ai 211 6 
2 in. 2 Panel top por open. Pattern 2 2x Gi in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 wea = z23 0 
3 ft. 9 in.x6 ft. 6 in, - a 
1din. eer Faced Flush Doorsto BS459, Part2A 
2 ft. Oin.x6 ft. Oin. . ai 32 3 
oi 0 in. 4 a a wk —. we ss ved i > 
2M. 3 im. XG MR. Gm. 20. ore cee cee a 113 9 
2 ft. 6 in. X6 ft. Gim. ... 9 222 one wee wee ee Ss Se. 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in wha len fad 118 0 
1} in. yer ey Faced Flush | Doors. 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. O in ia. Sean os ' £4 
2 ft. 0 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a a ae a os 160 
2. Sie KGR. Gi. nc. nce wwe tee we nm 1 6 6 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... sie BE. saa sls aa 1 8 6 
ry Se ee os 19 6 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. sa ¢ 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 0 in. x2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) . per yd. 6 2 
1} in. do. (67 yds. tolton) ...  ... i 8 0 
2 in. do. (52 yds. tolton) ...  ... pa 9 9 
23 in. - yo el ye 11 3 
3 in. (39 yds. to 1 ton) ae 12 7 
Quantities ander 1 ton oad 1d. per $in. of thickness. 
$4 in. imported or home produced insulation per 
Board, quantities over 5 nies ft. ss sq.ft. 2 2 6 
¢ in. Hardboard do. ee ae ae — 117 6 
% in. do. do. aioe Vice ad 2 6 
2 in. Compares Straw Slabs, nein = 
oo es 9 ft., 10 ft. and 12 ft. x - “or 
50-100 yds. he ae - me . sup. 
101-250 yds. eae ee ne 10 10 
251-750 yds. a as eee ee os 10 1 
Over 750 yds... = ee 9 4 
2 in. do. for partitions 4d. per “yd. “cheaper. 
#s in. Asbestos Flat Selling nee. ae ae Ss 4H 
+ in. do. do. do. pen! Sola ee 6 0 
a | Pee Ps ee. 
do. ae a oe ae ae | " 2 23 
Best Scotch Glue in slabs = ¢cwt. 5 8 O 
do. oe 5 8 0 
Croid Glue 28 Ib. 260 
Impact Adhesive per gall. 212 O 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) ‘ . per ton 81 10 0 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . ion Pr 78 0 0 
Wire Nails 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ... = . per cwt. 319 2 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) eo aie ss 3 16 6 
METALS 
Sree. Joists , ETC. 
Basis Joists— a ¢4 
6in. x Sin., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6in., 
12 in. x6 in. be plain cut to ) lengths delivered 
London area ... . ; «+ per ton 715 0 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. x 14 in. 4 in. x 1} in. oe - ant ati om 310 0 
3 in. x3 in. — ae! on | ee. lee i 210 0 
4 in. x3 in. a an a a! i ae a 238 
10 in. x 44 in. a a a ee as 110 0 
5 in. X 24 in. 3 oe a: 115 0 
43 in. x 1} in. ee ae a i ,; 3 = 
5 in. x 44 in. 7in.x3$in. 13 in.xSin. ... a 15 0 
6 in. x 3 in. 24 in. x 74 in. <0 bay ee 20 0 
6 in. x 44 in. 7 in. x 4 in. 8 in. x 4 in. } pa 150 
9 in. x 4 in. 10 in. x 5 in. as pte 
12 in. x 5 in. eS re = 100 
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METALS—continued 

9 in. x 7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. 
14in.x5hin. 14 in. x6 in. 14 in. x 8 in. 
15 in. x 5 in. 15 in. x 6 in. 16 in. x 6 in. 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. x7 in. } 
18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in. 


20 in. x 7$ in. 

Steel angles average price ee sa 
Steel tees average price ... ; 
Fabricated work delivered ‘London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted.. us 
Compound girders... 
Stanchions 
Compound stanchions ee net : 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins 

Average prices not for awkward work. 
Angle cleats and § in., ? in. and 1% in. bolts anennge 


£ s 
per ton 10 


> 

Oo 

os 

wa 
Awowle coo of 


price London area per cwt. 510 0 
FERRO-CONCRETE ~ AND FABRIC 

Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete Bars British m~nufac- 
ture to BSS 785 ex. Mills. 1 in. diameter and 
——- delivered nearest London station perton 4010 0 

do. ex. London Stock do. 

eent London site . sie’ esa i. 49 10 0 

Extras— 
¢ in. diam --- pertonextra8 12 6 
* in. do “a i 612 6 
fin. do pa 412 6 

in. do pil re 
in. do. bial ‘ pa 110 0 
in. and i in. diam. . et 15 0 

Steel wire mesh reinforcing fabric to Bss 12214. 

Ref. No. 106 88 | : “7 sq. yd. $ ® 
Se a 52 a 3 Of 
me faa |e a 1 8+ 
nn a DE = 4 9% 
2 eee ‘is a 2 10 

MILD STEEL Teme 
Tubes to BSS 1387. Fittings BSS 1740. 
Basic List Prices 
tin. Zin. din. Zin. Lin. lin. 1}in. 2in 

Tubes ... .. per ft. 93 10 1/- 1/24 1/99 2/3 2/8 2/9 

Bends ...__ ... each 1/7 1/9 2/- 2/6 3/8 5/5 6/2 10/7 

Elbows, square ,, 1/8 1/10 2/2 2/6 3/- 4/4 §/2 8/6 
do. round... ,, 1/10 2/— 2/4 2/10 3/4 4/8 5/8 9/4 

, eer 2/- 2/2 2/6 3/2 3/8 5/- 6/2 10/2 

oS ee 4/4 4/8 5/6 6/6 8/2 I1/- 13/2 2i1/- 

Sockets, Plain ,, 6 6 8 10 i/- 1/4 1/9 2/6 

do. Diminished _,, 8 10 1/- 1/2 1/6 2/- 2/8 4/- 

Backnuts de 4 4 6 7 10 1/- 1/4 2/2 

MALLEABLE FITTINGS 
tin. Zin. fin. Zin. lin. 1}in. 14in. 2in. 

Elbows, round each - 84 OF 1/24 1/84 2/74 3/6 5/- 

7 as ie ae 9 94 1/- 1/4% 2/- 2/9} 4/- 5/6 

Crosses... +.» 55 1/2 1/2 Wat a 2/9 3/7¢ 5/24 7/24 

Sockets.. ae tet 5i 53 9} 1/- a 2/24 ist 

Backnuts = 3 3 in 44 5} 7 103 1/5 

Discounts from List prices as follows :— 

Galvanised Tube— Malleable 

Under 1 ton Over 1 ton W.I. Fittings Fittings 

Light — 384° % —-40 % Light — 25% % Malleable List 

Medium —344% —36 % Heavy — 214% —183%+40% 

Heavy — 264 6 —283% 

Black— : : 
Light -49 % — 503% Light —314% Malleable List 
Medium —45 % —463% Heavy —274% —18}% 
Heavy —374% —-39 % 

C.I. HaLF-RoUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 
utters Nozzles Stop Ends 

| -_ 4/04 3/7 1/- 

34 in. i. a et. 4/44 3/11 1/- 

4 in. a ee ae 4/5 1/7 

44 in. ‘ie ann sia por aiis 6/3 4/il 1/10 

5 in. cox ee. - wa «=r EG 5/4 /2 

“c. I. 0. G. GuTTERS 
~~ os. in aR. ‘tongs : Gutters Nozzles Stop Ends 
5/2% 4/8 1/3 

3 = 5/10 4/8 1/7 

| 6/5 4/i11 1/10 

44 in. 6/114 5/8 2/2 

SM acs 7/7t 6/5 2/6 

Cl. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Pipe Bends _ Branches 

2 in. 8/74 4/5 6/4 

2+ in. 8/74 4/il 8/6 

5 9/84 6/2 9/2 

34 in. 11/0} 7/3 11/- 

| = : 12/9 8/9 13/1 

L.C.C. CoaTeD Soir Pipes 

i sxe 9/84 7/7 9/2 

2¢ in. ake Oe? «had tee ee 8/5 11/5 

ra es 9/2 13/7 

34 in. uaa 12/114 11/5 15/10 

4 in. 14/9 12/9 18/8 


Above prices for gutters, 1 rain-water and soil pipes for under 5-cwt. lots 


only. 


Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300, dated February 1, 1955, 


plus 274% and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5%, 2-ton lots "24%. 
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L.C.C. Coatep Drain Pipes 
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BUILDER 


ia ¢€ 
4in. diameta m 9 > hema - yd.run 111 1 
6 in. do. ye 
4in. diameter ane” oa - ae each 19 9 
6 in. do. do. unt, eet Tabet cota ee a 212 8 
4 in. diameter branches .. eee ee a 115 1 
6 in. do. do. me 442 
above prices for any quantity but under ES cwt. carriage extra. 
PitcH FisrReE DRAIN Pipes 
2 in. diameter in 5 ft., 5 ft. 6 in. or re aah iagme 
including couplings ok Sin -- per h. run 1 4 
3 in. do. — ne A we a 11 
4 in. do. we ot ee ee. ae See * 2 6 
5 in. do. <a ieee, | Odea ane lemme tou sa es of 
6 in. do. a 5 0 
4 in. ear “ge short radius = ‘bends ” each 7. F 
4 in. do. = 12 if 
2 in. dhemaien 6 ft. radius AL (f lengths) wa 16 2 
3 in. do. do. Ha 19 8 
4 in. do. do. cc a 17 4 
5 in. do. do. do. si 240 
6 in. do. do. do. 214 6 
Above prices for loads of £60 and over. 
Loads £25 to £59 19s. 11d. Plus 10% 
Loads under £25 ‘ Plus 15% 
AsBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174% eee 2in. 2}in. 3 in 4 in. 
Pipes, 6 ft. pags -. .. per yd. 4/7 4/103 5/11 7/10 
Shoes ... --. each 3/- 3/3 3/10 5/2 
Single Branches... "= 4/8 5/6 6/7 9/2 
Bends, square or obtuse .. a rf: an 4/8 6/7 
Swan Necks, 44 in. proj. a 3/7 5/2 7/3 
do. 6in. do. ... 3/10 2 5/10 7/10 
Assestos O. G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 44 in 5 in 6i 
Gutters, 6 ft. lengths -» per yd. 4/4 4/9} 5/9 6/104 
Dropends ... - each 3/6 4/- 4/9 /5 
iTS 9 a a 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 
Se ies, tanec. ~ Spi ocd 3/7 4/1 5/- 5/10 
Nozzles ose wee wee 3/6 4/- 4/9 S/—- 
Union Clips... ... a 1/9 2/1 2/6 2/il 
ASBESTOS Hate. ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 44 in 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters, 6 ft. lengths vd, 3/03 3/74 3/84 4/44 6/1 
Dropends ..._ ... ea 2/6 3/- 3/3 3/7 5/2 
Stopends ... ... 4 1/- 1/1 1/2 /3 1/5 
Ce ts 2/10 3/3 3/7 3/10 5/2 
Nozzles im. aa 2/6 3/- 3/3 /7 5/2 
Union Clips ... i ae 1/3 1/4 1/5 1/7 2/5 
Per ton basis 
in London 
Za & 
Iron—Staffordshire Cue Seaton Quiy ks ae 7 2: 
Mild Steel Bars aie: oe 47 8 6 
Mild Steel Hoops ... 49 00 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. ond GA A.— €« ¢€ 
20 gauge a - oe 76 
24 —_ : pam | (le aa 6417 6 
26 gaug a 67.17 6 
Gubaniela Corruguated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 fn. — 
20 gauge es 7 70 18 O 
24 gauge ; : ; 748 0 
26 gaug wi 7913 0 
Gaetan Flat Sheets CR. and cs Bint 
20 gauge... .. aa 7 8 6 
24 gauge 7518 0 
26 gauge 81 3 0 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base Prices) &€ «4 
Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... - per Ib. 3 0 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ~ 2 11 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) “ 2 11 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS3 uly 18 SWG Gti in. 
wide)... ~~ 2 103 
Coiled strip for flashing, high | purity, 2 SWG 
(12 in. wide) - 3 tt 


Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Circular. Profile 
8 ft. x 32 in. x20 SWG 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Industrial Profile 
8 ft. x 312 in. x20 SWG re 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Mansard ‘Profile 
8 ft. x 31} in. x 20 SWG 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round i 
Extruded section BS 1476 HE1OWP simple angle e 
— | section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. cam. 
roun as - 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC iki in. O/D x 20 SWG... ne 
Tubing BS 1471 HT19WP 13 in. O/Dx 20 SWG a 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered a bguthe area. 


All per dozen 4 in. “Zin. lin. 1} in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
~ ae —- — 


head for iron.. s 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron - 109/- 158/5 — — 


per sheet 113 6 


‘eh 3 
1 


PAW WNNN 
ot nd 
Con 


lgin. 2in. 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc.—continued a 4 LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS . . é 
. . . : . White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs .. per cwt. 
All per dozen sin. fin. Lin. 1}in. 14 in. 2 in. eee 
Screwdownstopcocksforiron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- $22/6 917/6 Genuine White Lead Faint, 1-19 gal. lotsin 1 gal. tins ee 6g 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1,389/6 ee a ha oe ee - $19 0 
Double nut boiler screws ... 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 | Genuine Linseed Th oe sins cs ” 213 6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — enuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cw Pee Re SNe ” 
Plumbers’ union 1 brass | lead to | Size XD quality 28 Ib... Ss 9 0 
iron 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra sie --» per gal. 19 2 
ai : 2 he 1 . +. 4. wee 4 in. | Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. = ae 2 1 0 0 
CapsandScrews ... ... 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 | SUNDRIES 
Brass Sleeves ...  ...  ... — 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 | Turpentine substitute ( 5 gal.) drums extra 5 43 
d | 4 8 
1}x61b. 14x61b. 2x7 1b. 3X7 Ib. oO. do. (40 gal.) do. Z 
Lead P. trap with brass clean- Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Ex‘crior 8 8 
ingscrews ... . -- 68/6 85/6 1s7/- 233/9 Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ear Beans ae. «ack ‘e 2 2 
Lead S. trap do. do. 82/9 102/9 168 /3 302/3 Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) ... «+. +» per Ib. 2 * 
Solder : s. d. | White Lining Paper ee a — sf ' 2 
ae nil 1 cwt. lots -_ - 14 Ib. lots per lb. 3 } | YARN 
inmen’s eee ” ‘ ~ ~ - os | SHES, etc. 
Blow pipe oe es a 407, - Som as « -* @ } ¥ : 
CopPpeR TUBES AND SHEETS pe Loy ae Inside - ri ; 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 25fd. per Ib. plus | Oak, Sean "7 = = - Am te 5 00 
gauge and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 10 cwt. Hard Drying Oak = Inside 5 ae ” 5 5 (0 
ms d d ne ed Varnish do. : ; 
: ; , . Eggshell Flat Varnish ee 
H in. x 19 gauge 16} Total per Ib. 424 Approx. per ft. 11} Finest Carriage Varnish . i i _ od ae s : @ 
2 in. x19 14} 40} 15 
1 in.x18 ” 23 wi - 38} o 4 74° Front Door Varnish jas ane ae — — os : S : 
a “ H - 4 201] * ” 5C Japan Gold Size a aoe 2 0 
if _ - 9 13 oe at ” ” aaa Black Japan ... ; 6 . 
et ; as = = ~ F Brunswick Black 2 
, Small Quantity a ‘ ss a “ 7 _ Berlin Black . : e : 
BRCM. BP SEWN wn nee ane wes owe wee mS i. per Kaotiee (1 a bottles free) ; i 15 0 
; — _ : og ee ets as cr ne ~— = So sit French and Brush Polish (do.)... jen) uke wii a 115 O 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price “plus” ce & | 
gauge and manufacturing extras a 255 0 0 | GLASS 
, ZINC £ s. d. | Delivered London area. s. d. 
Sheet Zinc, fm G: we lots upwards per cwt. ; + : 18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality— " os 
7” i ”» ” ” Cut Sizes.. ee me - per ft. cup. 
» » 14 gauge (21 ns — * ” 713 6 24 oz. do. do. do. ‘do. ye 1 04 
Brass tubes, basic ania oe one and manufac- = oo >. do. « ya - : 73 
turing extras. “+ per Ib. 1 93 : in. Rolled Plate. a tae . -ee- 5 oa 1 33 
Basis selling price to one address in London or Home Counties : 4 in. Figured Rolled. and Cathedral, Standard : 
ge & patterns— 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and npunes perton 101 15 0 ea ie 1 33 
» Water Pipe, in coils ? = 104 0 O do. Group2 ... ee oo io oe te 1 93 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. in dia. ae 105 10 O | do. Standard Tints... ae ml om = ef 2 i 
“ » over 4 in. dia. a : 107 10 O do. Special Tints " 7 3 
i Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. es 105 10 O | 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte 
5 cwt. lots and over less 6d. per cwt. off basic prices. and Luminating Group 3 .. in 1 83 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 5 cwt. 4 in. Wired Cast ... a a en = 1 103 
3 cwt. and under 5 cwt. in > — cc ene 4 0 + in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 11 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ee ss 7 6 0 Hollow Glass Blocks— 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. P.B.2 Cross reeded 5}x5}x3{ in. ... -- each 3 9 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than P.B.3_ Broad reeded 73X7}X3fin. ...  ... + $ 
basis weights and cutting to sizes less than basis P.B.32 Cross reeded 7} i x 34 in. ... 5 9 
charged extra according to current trade schedule. P.B.4 Prismatic 73 x 73 x 3§ in. ... ae a 6 6 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £56 Os. Od. per P.B.5 Flemish 72 x 7} x 34 in. ... ee a 5 9 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. P.B.6 Boomerang 7}X7}x3 in. ... _ a 6 6 
Half Size Blocks— 
PLASTER, etc. P.B.32 Cross reeded 73? x 3} x 3{ in. 4 10 
E an a Radiused Corner Blocks to match 7” with— . 
Coarse Pink in 1- em a"? eg on site per ton 8 8 3 . . : eo — oi a ey he 9 8 
do. White o ” 817 9 P.B.32 Cross reeded . re 9 8 
— ae ee = Cc ~ : 7 : P.B.2, P.B.3, P.B.32 are also supplied in Light 
do. Browning BSS 1191 Class B do. 819 9 } ‘Gone Pinte Glare GG. nuality— 
do. Board Finish do. do. 819 9 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. con. ven POP Re oup: 4 7 
Blue Lias Lime, in 6-ton loads mr 614 6 5 ft. sup. Tea 5 $7 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) in 6- . loads | ore - 510 0 i wi ss 45 ft. sup. ae ae 6 a % 
do. (White) o. ee oe a a 6 00 i - 100 ft. sup. |. 6 16 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. seers seat oh ” 5 7 0 } in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- 
do. (White) _ do. nee ” 514 6 ing 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1- ton loads SA “a 12 4 9 ways. G.G. quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-tonloads__... os 1119 6 ba 
d or 240 in. one way or 130 in. both ways ane - 11 4 
—— oa. in 6-ton loads —- = ; p : Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or do. ... : 15 0 
oa xi ce; ; Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Gypsum i Lath or ies Board, sin. thick, Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
He aga over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2 7 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
sas : ” = 2 The following prices apply to minimum quantities Of one size and one 
do. insulating do. jin. thick, 600 yds. and pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
over in one delivery. Delivered site 2 = 2 Minimum per ft. su 
1,200 yds. ... ” 2 7 | Description of Glass— quantity , s z 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to P 2 , 
12 ft., % in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one a oz. sheet 0.Q. ... “ga ae = oo = yd af 
delivery. Delivered site - oe 2 53 | 46 po 3 ee oe See ie, eo GS 114 
1,200 yds. ... ” PS ae eee oY 1 3} 
do. hewwamy oe “do. pai ig “600 yds. and : | din. Rolled Plate... : 1,000 10% 
900 yas elivery. Delivered site oe ” 5 4 } in. Figured sic and Cathedral Standard pasta 
— a ‘ = ee ” Patterns, White Group 1 one ,0) 10% 
do. Group 2 1,000 1 2% 
PAINTS AND DISTEMPER } in. Pinstripe, esnumiion: Reeded, Lumin: at- 
Delivered London area. £s. d ing and Spotlyte Group 3 ee 1,000 i = 
Ceiling Distemper ... - si ess oqo owe’ GT Crt. + © j; in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast ... ey --- 2,000 ' 2 
Washable Distemper jive jae aes jee § 15 0 } in. do. do. al at ..- 2,000 1 2} 
Gloss Paint ... +» per gal. 216 0 | fin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal .. iss pga oe eae: ' 3 
Super Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ewt. drums) ... percwt. 4 0 O | }in. Georgian Wired Cast... ...  «..  «. 2,000 1 5} 
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1. Craftsmen and Labourers. 


2. Apprentices. 
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e,)--19// 84 ae RATES OF WAGES 


























(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
3. Young Male Labourers. 























| | ! 
Region Craftsmen Labourers Age | Per cent. of London and | England, Wales Age Per cent. of London and England, Wales 
oo em Oe r | Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. | Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. | and Scotland 
s. d. } s. d. a | 

ey a | se | , s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. 

(Grade A) ... | 4 4 15 25 1 3 Se. 
London... ... Ss um | 4 6 16 33% 1 8 1 8 * - 7. or. 

ri 17 50 2 6 2 6 16 45 2 O8 1 113 
Liverpool and | 18 62 > = 3 1t 

District 3 1} 46 19 75 3 10} 3 9 17 663 3 0 211 
Scotland... ons $0 | 4 4 20 873 4 6 44 18 100 4 6 4 4 


























NORTHERN IRELAND is not included; rates fluctuate so much from district to district that reference should be made to local offices. 

WATCHMEN.—The rates per shift for watchmen engaged on building sites is 27s. 6d. in London and Liverpool District. and 26s. 3d. in the provinces. 

FEMALE OPERATIVES.—In dill districts throughout the country except in Scotland the rate of wages for women, aged 19 and over, engaged in craft processes is 4s. 1$d. 
per hour. Women engaged on work other than craft processes, 3s. 9$d. per hour. In Scotland the rate for the woman craftsman is 4s. 44d. after a probationary 


period, and the woman labourer, 3s. 10}d. 


Recent British Trade Marks 


THE FOLLOWING PARTICULARS, which are 
extracted from the ‘Trade Marks 
Journal,’ are reproduced by kind permis- 
sion of HM Stationery Office. The * Trade 
Marks Journal’ may be obtained from 
the Patent Office, annual subscription £5. 

ANTIMYCIN: B801463. Paints incorporating 
fungicides. Clariloid Chemical Co. Ltd., 
Town Hall Buildings, Wells, Somerset. _ 

POLYPASTEL: B803243. Paints and_dis- 
tempers. Polycell Products Ltd., 73 High- 
gate-road, NW5. ; 

PLATROK: 801006. Non-metallic materials 
for use in building and _ construction. 
Thomas Harrison, 45 Boulevard Victor 
Hugo, Clichy, Seine, France. 

RILFLOR: 807326. Non-metallic materials 
included in class 19 for constructing floors, 
and floorings and tiles, none being of metal. 
Rubber Improvement Ltd., Chandos-street, 
wil 


EUDEC: 808842. Paints, varnishes, mor- 
dants, etc. Craig & Rose Ltd., 172 Leith- 
walk, Edinburgh 6. 

CRAYBOND: B798236. Non-metallic build- 
ing materials surfaced with films of plastics. 
Greenwich Plastics Ltd., Willington Quay, 
Wallsend-on-Tyne. 

THERMALUCENT: B802316. Ceilings and 
ceiling panels none being wholly or princi- 
pally of metal. SFIM (Great Britain) Ltd., 
220 Bedford-avenue, Slough, Bucks. 

DRI-CON: 803897. Non-metallic ceiling 
panels faced with hardboard. Bowater Sales 
Co. Ltd., Bowater House, London, S.W.1. 

SYONA: 804321. Blockboard for use in 
building construction, and plywood. Y. 
Goldberg & Sons, Ltd., 8 City-road, EC1. 

CORROKLAD: 807336. Roofing materials 
included in class 19. T. E. Fleetwood & 
Co., Ltd., Stanway-road, Shirley, Solihull, 
Warwick. 

BONOWELL: 807575. Non-metallic building 


materials. Aktiebolaget Bofors, Bofors, 
Sweden. 
CLARACOUST: 808134. Non-metallic tiles 


for use in building. Claridges (Putney) Ltd., 
Ravenscourt-road, London, W 

puvac: 801552. Preparations (in the 
nature of lacquers) for use in sealing floor 
surfaces. Russell Kirby Ltd., Birchill-road, 
Kirkby Industrial Estate, Liverpool. 

POLYCOLOUR: B803242. Paints and dis- 
tempers. Polycell Products Ltd., 73 High- 
gate-road, NW5. 

vestos: 805940. Flameproof hardboards 
and flameproof partition boards, all for use 
in internal building construction. C. V. 
Creffield & Co. Ltd., Horton Bridge-road, 
West Drayton, Middlesex. 

NAVITEX: 806207. Non-metallic ceilings 
possessing sound-absorbing properties. Clark 


& Fenn Ltd., 16 Old Town, SW4. 

NAVITONE: 806208. As above. 

ROTAPLAN: 806620. Partitions and screens 
all for buildings and none being wholly or 
principally of metal. Rotaflex (Great Britain) 
Ltd., 4-10 Nile-street, N1]. 

DACTINA: 808487. Flooring and flooring 
materials all being goods included in class 
19. The Phoenix Timber Co. Ltd., Frog 
Island, New-road, Rainham, Essex. 

LAKADIZE: B808717. Paints, varnishes, 
lacquers and_ protective coatings for 
aluminium. Swale Chemicals Ltd., 53 Park 
Hill-road, Croydon, Surrey. 

BROADS: 788690. Building materials and 
articles included in class 6 for use in build- 
ing and civil engineering construction ; all 
being castings of common metal. Broad & 
Co. Ltd., 4 South-wharf, W2. 

GRANSULIN: 800930. Roofing materials in 
sheet or corrugated form, not being princi- 
pally of metal, and being for use with roof- 
ing felt. Granflex Ltd., Brickkiln-lane, 
Basford, Stoke-on-Trent. 

GERRARD-UNITAS: 805111. Doors, windows 
and window frames none being wholly or 
principally of metal, and parts and fittings. 
J. Gerrard & Sons Ltd., Bendlebury-road, 
Swinton, Manchester, 

HOVERINGHAM: B808316. Sand (other than 
moulding sand) and gravel. Harold Needler 
Quarries Ltd., Seaton Buildings, Jameson- 
street, Kingston-upon-Hull. 

SEALUX: 800929. Glazing and_ sealing 
mastic (in the nature of putty). Hodgson 
Scott & Co. Ltd., 22 Wilbert-lane, Beverley, 
East Yorks. 

VITRILAN: 811573. Paints, varnishes, dis- 
tempers, japans, lacquers, etc. Ault & 
Wiborg Ltd., 71 Standon-road, SW18. 

HEMELITE: 807306. Clinker building 
blocks. Hemel Hempstead Lightweight Con- 
crete Ltd., Redbourn-road, Hemel Hemp- 
stead, Herts. 

DUROGRAN: 809716. Non-metallic flooring 
materials. Macnab & Co. (Flooring) Ltd., 
Grove-road, Hitchin, Herts. 

GUSSIE: 799991. Paints, varnishes, lacquers, 
enamels, etc. The Great Universal Stores 
Ltd., Devonshire-street, Manchester 12. 

WIEDOL: 802164. Stove and air-dried syn- 
thetic resin varnishes and enamels. Hermann 
Wiederhold, 102 Dusseldorfer-strasse, Hilden, 
Rheinland, Germany. 

STRONGCRETE : 802527. Pre-mixed concrete 
for sale in England, Scotland and Wales. The 
Brice Pre-mixed Concrete Co. (Kent) Ltd., 
Hoo, nr. Rochester, Kent. 

ASPHAJOINT: 807045. Non-metallic materials 
for making, filling and sealing joints in build- 
ing and civil engineering construction. 
Premier Bitumen & Asphalte Co. (1959) Ltd., 
Chase-road, London, NW10. 

HUNTERSEAL: B765535. Paints and anti- 


corrosive materials, all for use on ships and 
constructional steel work. Hunter & Co. 
(Paints) Ltd., 61 Carey-street, WC2. 
ACRYLADEC: 803690. Paints, varnishes, 
enamels and lacquers, all containing acrylic 


resins. Duresco Products Ltd., River-bank, 
London, SE7. 
BERGERCRON: 805663. Paints, painters’ 


colours, varnishes, distempers, etc. Lewis 
Berger & Sons Ltd., Berkeley-square, W1. 

SKINWORK: B799162. Building materials 
made wholly or principally of common 
metals being goods either uncoated or coated 
with _ plastics. Phenix Works, Société 
Anonyme, 1 rue Paul Borgniet, Flemalle- 
Haute, Belgium. 

KARLIT: 793715. Wall boards included in 
class 19. Karlholms Aktiebolag, Stadsgarden 
6, Stockholm 15, Sweden. 

RUSTIC-ROX: 799392. Non-metallic build- 
ing materials in sheet form. Glas-Roc (Cam- 
berley) Ltd., 48 High-street, Camberley, 
Surrey. 

FORCAM: 803613. Non-metallic building 
materials, pipes of earthenware or cement; 


roofing felt; and bitumen compounds 
included in class 19. Forbes Campbell 
(Merchant Shippers) Ltd., 51 Eastcheap, 


London, EC3. 

LILY BRAND: 779399. Paints, red lead, 
lacquers, enamels, etc. Pieter Schoen & 
Zoon (England) Ltd., 28 Exchange-street, 
Liverpool (East). 

ACRYLACOTE: B795723. Acrylic resin paints. 
Morton Paints Ltd., 16a Bannerman-road, 
Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Nottinghamshire. 

FERRA-GEL: 797154. Paints in gelatinous 
form. John S. Craig & Co. Ltd., 12 Bogmoor- 
road, Glasgow, SWI. 

BARDAZ: 802978. Walls and fences all 
made wholly or principally of concrete. Tar- 
mac Ltd., Ettingshall, Staffs. 

AQUABOND: 807607. Paints, varnishes, dis- 
tempers, japans, lacquers, etc. Pinchin 
Johnson & Associates Ltd., 4 Carlton-gardens, 
London, SWI. 

PLASTAWELD: B767488. Emulsions of plas- 
tics for application to building surfaces prior 
to plastering. J. Manger & Son Ltd., 57d 
Kingsland a, E8. 

TERRAIN: 799735. Pipes included in class 
19 and gutters and guttering, none being 
made of metal; and parts and fittings 
included in class 19 for all such goods. A.B. 
Plastics Ltd., Cray-avenue, St. Mary Cray, 
Kent. 

INSULGLAZE: 802305. Non-metallic wall, 
ceiling and floor panels, all for use in build- 
ing construction. Parkin Engineering Land 
Development and Finance Ltd., 249 East 
Bawtry-road, Rotherham, Yorks. 

MAC-MIX: B806778. Ready-mixed concrete. 
Murdoch Mackenzie Ltd., 12 Draffen-street, 
Motherwell, Scotland. 

SUPACOUST: 807434. Tiles for use in build- 
ing, included in class 19. Petradene Ltd., 
23 Bendon-valley, Garratt-lane, SW18. 
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News in Brief 


National Parks Appointments 


MR. HENRY BROOKE, the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government and Minister 
for Welsh Affairs, has reappointed the 
following members of the National Parks 
Commission, whose terms of office 
recently expired, for a further period of 
three years : Professor H. C. Darby, OBE, 
MA, PhD, Sir Herbert Griffin, CBE, and 
Mr. G. Huxley, CMG, MC. 


King’s @ollege Library, Newcastle 


THE IBSTOCK BRICK AND TILE COMPANY 
LTD. ask us to point out that, in their 
advertisement in ‘The Builder’ of 
January 20 based on the Library Exten- 
sion to King’s College, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, the name of the general contractor 
was wrongly given. This should have 
seen Messrs. Stanley Miller, Limited, of 
North-street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, who 
vere appointed by the architects Messrs. 
Zaston & Robertson, Cusdin, Preston & 
smith. The error, and any inconvenience 
‘aused to the general contractor, is 
regretted. 


The Late Mr. Herbert Hodgkins 


HE DEATH OCCURRED on January 17 after 
short illness of Mr. Herbert Hodgkins, 
1. director of Mellowes and Co. Ltd., 
f Sheffield. Mr. Hodgkins was also a 
lirector of Doodson and Bain Ltd., of 
Manchester. 


Course on Central Heating 


\ SHORT COURSE On modern methods of 
central heating for domestic and small 
premises has been arranged at the Exeter 
Technical College, Hele-road, Exeter, by 
the southern area fuel technology 
advisory sub-committee of the Regional 
Council of Further Education for the 
South-West in conjunction with the 
Exeter Education Committee. The 
course will be conducted in two parts, 
the first on March 15, and the second on 
March 22. Applications for places should 
be forwarded to the secretary of the 
Regional Council, 12 Lower Castle-street, 
Bristol, 1, by February 28. The fee, 
inclusive of refreshments, will be 
£2 12s. 6d. 


Swedish Export Campaign 

FOUR TO FIVE HUNDRED firms from Sweden 
are taking part in a two-year campaign 
to increase their exports to the United 
Kingdom. The campaign, ‘ Sweden Comes 
to Britain—1961-62,’ started this month 
and will include participation in numer- 
able exhibitions. Swedish firms taking 
part include producers of furniture, plas- 
tics, building materials, engineering 
equipment and office machinery. 


The Late Mr. G. N. Dean 


WE REGRET TO RECORD the death of Mr. 
G. N. Dean, plant hire manager of 
Chamberlain Plant Ltd., the contractors’ 
plant company, of Enfield, Middlesex. 
Mr. Dean had been with the company for 
the past 15 years. He was a prominent 
member of the Boy Scout movement, 
being district commissioner for Waltham- 
stow. 


Bristol Technical College’s Success 


FOR THE FOURTH successive year a candi- 
date from the Bristol Technical College 
was awarded the premier national prize 
and silver medal in handrailing and stair 
construction for his examination result 
in the City and Guilds of London 
Institute. The student, Anthony Blake, 
competed with others from all parts of 
the country. 


Site Labour in Building 


A TWO-DAY RESIDENTIAL COURSE on the 
subject of ‘Site Labour in the Building 
and Construction Industries ’ will be held 
in London by the Industrial Welfare 
Society, on March 20-21 next. The 
course is designed primarily for those 
firms which employ more than 500 
workers, but should prove of equal value 
to the smaller company; it deals exclu- 
sively with the problems of managing 
manual labour on sites. As accommoda- 
tion is limited to 70 delegates, early 
booking is recommended. The course is a 
repeat of that held in November last, and 
details are available from the secretary at 
48 Bryanston-square, WI. 


Glazed Cement Manufacturers 


THE SIXTH annual report of the Glazed 
Cement Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd., 
now published from 18 St. Swithin’s-lane, 
EC4, records the action taken by the 
Association in regard to the Factories 
(Cleanliness of Walls and Ceilings) Order, 
1960. The council took active steps to 
have clarified the omission from the draft 
new Order of the expression ‘ Smooth and 
Impervious ’ as used in the existing Order 
and the classification of glazed cement 
with paints. The Factory Inspectorate 
were informed that the Association did 
not agree with glazed cement being clas- 
sified with paints, and a meeting was held 
with representatives of the council. The 
matter is still under discussion with the 
Inspectorate. 


The Marble Industry in Italy 


* MARMI GRANITI PIETRE,’ the journal of the 
Italian marble and granite industry, is 
unusually valuable because each article 
and the captions to the many excellent 
illustrations are printed in four lan- 
guages, Italian, German, French and Eng- 
lish. The issue for November, 1960, con- 
tains articles on the marble industry pros- 
pects, a commentary on the industry in 
Italy, and marble in modern building con- 
struction with particular reference to the 
prevention of deterioration. The jour- 
nal does not limit itself to the industry 
in Italy, but takes an active interest in 
developments in other countries. The 
editors are anxious to receive material for 
publication. 


The Late Mr. C. W. Nichol 


WE REGRET TO RECORD the death of Mr. 
C. W. Nichol, managing director of Cel- 
cure, Ltd., manufacturers of timber 


preservatives for the building, architec- 
tural, engineering and timber industries. 
Mr. Nichol was responsible for the forma- 
tion in 1946 of Celcure Ltd. in London; 
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he was also an active member of the 
British Wood Preserving Association and 
British Standards committees. 


Power Convention, 1961 


‘ELECTRICITY IN THE PROSPERITY AND 
WELFARE OF THE NATION’ is to be the 
theme of the thirteenth British Electrical 
Power Convention which is to be held 
at Eastbourne from June 12 to 15 under 
the presidency of Sir John Pickles, BSc, 
MIEE, chairman of the South of Scotland 
Electricity Board. 


NHBRC Permanent Display 


THE NATIONAL HOUSE-BUILDERS REGISTRA- 
TION COUNCIL now has a display in the 
‘Homefinder’ permanent exhibition at 
199 Strand, London, WC2. It illustrates 
26 of the more important constructional 
features in a house, by means of two 
large illuminated colour transparencies. 
Leaflets describing the NHBRC service 
are available. 


Technical Training Exhibition 


WILLESDEN TECHNICAL COLLEGE is to 
arrange an exhibition in connection with 
its function as a local centre for the pro- 
motion of activities associated with the 
Commonwealth Technical Training Week. 
sponsored by HRH the Duke of Edin- 
burgh, from May 29 to June 4 next. The 
exhibition will focus attention on the 
opportunities and training facilities avail- 
able in all branches of technology by the 
display of charts, models and exhibits 
related to the methods of technical train- 
ing. The college exhibition will be open 
from May 30 to June 3 and it is expected 
that visits will be made by representatives 
from all levels of education, industry and 
commerce. Organisations or individuals 
who wish to participate in the exhibition 
should get in touch with Mr. L. L. Allen, 
principal of the Collese, at Denzil-road. 
Willesden, London, NW10. 


Benefits, Allowances and Pensions 


THE MINISTRY OF PENSIONS AND NATIONAL 
INSURANCE has issued a booklet contain- 
ing explanatory notes on ‘ Overlapping 
Benefits, Allowances and Pensions’ 
which differentiates, among other aspects 
of national benefit, between the National 
Insurance Scheme and the National 
Health Service. Copies of the booklet 
may be obtained from the Ministry’s 
Information Division at 10 John Adam- 
street, London, WC2. 


Company News 


DUSSEK BROTHERS & CO. LTD. have acquired 
a controlling interest in CLAUD CAMPBELL & 
CO. LTD.. a firm of wax specialists. The busi- 
ness and undertaking of WAXES LTD., a sub- 
sidiary of Dussek Brothers & Co. Ltd., has 
been merged with that of Claud Campbell 
& Co. Ltd. and the amalgamated business 
will be carried on in future under the name 
of CLAUD CAMPBELL WAXES LTD. 


The board of directors of the UNIVERSAL 
ASBESTOS MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. have 
recommended a final Ordinary dividend of 
9d. per share less tax for the 53 weeks end- 
ing October 2, 1960. With the Interim divi- 
dend of 3d. per share already paid, this 
brings the total Ordinary dividend for the 
year to ls. per share less tax, compared with 
9d. per share less tax last year. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 





From Our Own Correspondents 


FINLAND.—A new steel rolling mill will 
be built at Rojuniemi, the port of Raahe, 
on the Gulf of Bothnia. The preliminary 
cost estimate is Fmks8,000m. for the first 
phase, plus Fmks3,000m. for working 
capital. 

GHANA.—Barclays Bank DCO reports 
that the Government has approved the 
sum of £G50,000 for the construction of 
a 5,000 seat National Theatre at Accra. 
The theatre, which will take the form of 
an amphitheatre, will contain a second, 
smaller theatre of conventional type to 
seat about 500. 

RHODESIA AND * NYASALAND. — The 
Rhodesian company Lewis Construction 
Company (Rhodesia) Ltd. has been 
awarded an £87,878 contract to build a 
new factory at Umtali for Rhodesian 
Safety Glass (Pvt.) Ltd. Investment in 
land, buildings and equipment will be 
more than £350,000. The new factory is 
scheduled to come into production in 
about 5 months’ time. 


SAIGON.—Plans have been drawn up 
for a new campus for the Saigon Uni- 
versity, in Viet-Nam. Situated 10 Km. 
from Saigon, on the Saigon-Bien Hoa 
highway, it will consist of a university 
centre and a ‘ village.’ The new campus 
will also have buildings for the university 
director, a students’ club house and an 
auditorium. Behind the university centre 
will be the living quarters for students 
and a stadium. Married students with 
children will be accommodated in one- 
storey apartments. The village will also 
have a club house, an auditorium, a cul- 
tural centre, a shopping centre, a primary 
school, a church and a stadium. 


SUDAN.— Contracts totalling £S$2,655,480 
for the construction of preliminary works 
at the site of the Roseires Dam have been 
awarded, states Barclays Bank DCO. The 
construction of a bridge over the river, 
the airport and roads will be undertaken 
by foreign firms whilst contracts for tem- 
porary and permanent housing, hospitals, 
etc., will be carried out by Sudanese com- 
panies. It is said, the Bank adds, that 
financial arrangements for the construc- 
tion of the main dam have been com- 
pleted. The World Bank is reported to 
have offered to contribute $40m. and the 
Federal Republic of Germany has agreed 
to lend the balance of $23m. 


Australian Products Shown in London 


4 NEW METHOD of sales presentation. 
widely used in the United States and in 
Australia, was shown in London on 
December 16. The presentation con- 
sisted of a series of 35 mm. colour slides, 
together with a recorded commentary on 
‘he growth of secondary industry in 
Australia. The method used projects the 
products or services of a country or 
organisation in a concise and illustrative 
manner direct from source to recipient. 
The demonstration on December 16 
featured Australia’s industrial develop- 
ment, with particular reference to Turner 
Industries Ltd., of Australia, who manu- 


facture a wide range of products includ- 
ing cabinet and builders’ hardware, hand 
tools and domestic appliances. 


Munich International Fair 

THE INTERNATIONAL HANDICRAFT AND TRADE 
FAIR to be held at Munich in May will 
have available some 52,000 sa. m. of hall 
space, which in view of the demand from 
the handicrafts and supplying industries 
will be fully occupied. There will be 18 
fair halls available in the north and 5 halls 
in the south of the Munich exhibition 
grounds at the Theresienhohe. Details 
may be obtained from Munchen 12/ 
Germany, Theresienhohe 14. 


Building Divisions Unite 

THE CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES of James 
Thompson Ltd. in the Union of South 
Africa, which are at present carried on 
by divisions of the company in different 
provinces, are to be combined into a 
wholly owned subsidiary called James 
Thompson (S.A.) Ltd. Chairman of the 
new company is Mr. James M. Thompson, 
and the managing director, Mr. T. N. 
Westcott. 


Building in South Africa 


ALTHOUGH a slight improvement has been 
reported in the level of activity in the 
building industry in some centres of 
South Africa, fairly quiet conditions con- 
tinue to be experienced in other areas. 
Throughout the Union, however, compe- 
tition remains extremely keen for the 
amount of work on offer and some 
smaller contractors are finding it difficult 
to match the tenders of the larger firms. 
Plans valued at £5,447,000 were passed 
in the 18 principal urban areas during 
October to bring the cumulative total for 
the first ten months of the year to 
£54,083,000. 


B:‘A-T:-S:-F-O-R-:D 
Plumbing Materials 
& Techniques 


SYDNEY WEBSTER A.R.I.B.A. 








Complementary to the author's 
PLUMBING IN BUILDING yet 
entirely self-contained, this new 
book concentrates on the tech- 
niques involved, describing in full 
the relevant methods and materials. 
114 illustrations 30s. 


Law of 
Contract & Tort 


A. J. POLLAND 


A cohesive digest of the basic 
principles underlying the law of 
Contract and Tort, written by a 
barrister-at-law to provide archi- 
tects, auctioneers, surveyors and 
estate agents with a working 
knowledge of the subject. 

37s. 6d. 


4 Fitzhardinge Street W.1 
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Information About Exports 


A SECOND EDITION of the coloured wall 
map, ‘Information for the _ British 
Exporter,’ has been prepared for the 
Board of Trade by the Central Office of 
Information. The map pinpoints every 
United Kingdom commercial post 
throughout the world, gives some United 
Kingdom export and import figures and 
the proportion of the United Kingdom 
contribution to total imports. The ster- 
ling, dollar, EFTA and OEEC areas are 
indicated by different colours and a list 
of national currency units and values is 
given. The map, which is 40 in. wide by 
30 in. deep, is being distributed free. All 
inquiries regarding copies should be 
addressed to Regional Controllers. 


Haifa ‘ Building Centre’ 


A PERMANENT EXHIBITION of building 
materials, household appliances, and 
engineering products has been opened at 
Haifa, Israel, at the headquarters of the 
Israel Engineers and Architects Associa- 
tion. The products of some 125 firms 
are on view and it is planned to change 
the exhibits every three months. 


Fact-Finding Trade Mission 


FACT-FINDING MISSIONS composed of lead- 
ing business men and industrialists drawn 
from the 30 members of the Export 
Council for Europe are to be sent to 
Europe to confer and work in close co- 
operation with the commercial representa- 
tives of the British government, British 
trading interests, existing importers of 
British goods and all other appropriate 
bodies. Nine teams of three men will 
leave during February to visit Britain’s 6 
partners in the European Free Trade 
Association (Austria, Denmark, Norway, 
Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland) and also 
France, Italy and Spain. The remaining 10 
countries covered by the Council will be 
visited by similar sized missions in May 
and June. 


Building for Warm Climates 


NUMBER SEVENTY-ONE in the’ Overseas 
Building Notes series, prepared by the 
topical building section of the Building 
Research Station, sets out some of the 
principles of design for warm climates. 
It includes a short bibliography. 


Overseas Contract Open 


PAKISTAN.—The West Pakistan Water and 
Power Development Authority intends to 
invite tenders for the production of sand and 
aggregates for concrete and stone for riprap 
and revetments. The production in West 
Pakistan is in connection with the construc- 
tion of a number of canals and barrages as 
part of the Indus Basin project and will be 
carried out under the Indus Basin Develop- 
ment Fund. The work for which the tenders 
are to be invited will consist of producing, 
processing, and stockpiling approximately 
2.5m. tons of sand and aggregates for con- 
crete and masonry and approximately 6.5m. 
tons of stone for riprap. Invitations to sub- 
mit tenders and specifications for the work 
will be issued only to contractors who have 
been pre-qualified by the Authority. Firms 
interested are requested to submit informa- 
tion in support of their qualifications, and 
full credentials and evidence of ability to 
carry out the work should be prepared in 
duplicate and delivered by February 15 to 
the Authority’s consultants, Tipton and 
Kalmbach Inc.; the original addressed to PO 
Box 589, Lahore, West Pakistan, and the 
copy to 831 Fourteenth-street, Denver, 
2 Colorado, USA. 
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Export Guidance 


Opportunities Pinpointed 


THE CURRENT ISSUE of the ‘GEC Export 
Guide’ pinpoints the opportunities for 
British exports in 34 major markets for 
36 product groups. The outlook for the 
first quarter of 1961, states the Guide, 
is good in 19 countries, improving in 3, 
deteriorating in 10, and unchanged in 2. 
There are no major markets where the 
outlook is bad. 

Good: Denmark, Federation of 
Rhodesia & Nyasaland, Finland, Ghana, 
Hong Kong, Irish Republic, Italy, 
Jamaica, Malaya & Singapore, Nether- 
lands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, 
Pakistan, Sweden, Switzerland, Trinidad, 
USSR, West Germany. 

Improving: Argentina, Iraq, Portugal. 

Deteriorating: Australia, Canada, 
Ceylon, India, Iran, Kenya, Spain, South 
Africa, USA, Venezuela. 

Unchanged : France 
Belgium (Deteriorating). 

The outlook for British exports since 
October, 1960, has improved in Malaya 
and Singapore and has deteriorated in 
Australia, Canada, India, Iran, Kenya, 
Spain and South Africa. It will be noticed 
that five of these less favourable markets 
are Commonwealth members, indicative 
of the more competitive conditions facing 
British exporters in the Commonwealth. 


(Improving), 


Demand for ‘ Know-How’ 


Parallel with and perhaps faster grow- 
ing than the overseas demand for goods 
will be a demand for technical advice 
and ‘know-how.’ Arrangements for 
manufacture of assembly under licence 
can be advantageous both in earning fees 
and royalties as well as creating a poten- 
tial demand for British components and 
ancillary equipment. Another source of 
business for the UK which needs further 
development is participation in inter- 
national consortia. 

There has been greater willingness by 
Continental and Japanese firms to design 
and market products tailored to the re- 
quirements of individual customers or 
countries. Furthermore, credit guaran- 
tees have often been cited by British 
exporters as a restrictive influence on 
expanding their exports, yet the usual five- 
year guarantee they have been able to 
obtain from the Export Credit Guarantee 
Department of the Board of Trade 
matches other countries’ facilities. 
Recently this has been extended to seven 
years where necessary to meet overseas 
competition. 


Personal Column 


British Geon Ltd. has made the following 
sales appointments: MR. P. ABEL has been 
appointed representative for Geon PVC com- 
pounds (this is a promotion within Distillers 
Plastics Group), and MR. G. A. WILSON has 
been appointed representative for Geon PVC 
resins. Mr. Abel and Mr. Wilson will repre- 
sent the company within the Southern Area. 
MR. D. HUGHES and MR. J. LEACH have been 
appointed representatives for Geon PVC 
resins in the Northern area. These appoint- 
ments are additions to the company’s present 
sales organisation. 

Cedar Homes Ltd., of Guildford, announce 
that MR. F. R. GOOCH, technical director, has 
also been appointed sales director. MR. G. W. 
GLASSBOROW, deputy managing director, has 
been appointed builder service director. 





Photo: ‘ Glasgow Herald ’ 


Proposed Rebuilding of Edinburgh Royal Infimary (see below) 
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Edinburgh Royal Infirmary 


PLANS are in hand for reconstruction 
of the Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh. On 
this page is a view of a model of the 
block scheme prepared to show the feasi- 
bility of rebuilding the Infirmary on its 
present site while allowing the bulk of 
the existing hospital to continue func- 
tioning; it shows the completed scheme 
after final demolition of the old Infirmary, 
but with the recently built Simpson 
Maternity Pavilion and Florence Nightin- 
gale Nurses’ Home retained (seen in the 
left background). 

Though a detailed brief has yet to be 
prepared for the architects, the new In- 
firmary is to be an eight-hundred bed 
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teaching hospital with associated aca- 
demic departments and laboratories, 
together with an extensive out-patient 
department, residential area and training 
facilities for hospital technicians and 
nurses. Designed only to demonstrate 
general practicability, the model shows a 
12-storey block of ward units facing south 
over the Edinburgh Meadows with the 
associated academic and laboratory block 
as a stem at right-angles to it. Both these 
blocks are raised over a podium of floors 
taking advantage of the sloping site and 
containing the _ polyclinic, operating 
theatres, supply departments and plant. 
On the south side of the podium, below 
the ward block, are the _ restaurant, 
student/staff facilities and administration 
departments, overlooking a green open 
space where the existing medical wards 
now stand. 

In the centre foreground is indicated a 
future children’s hospital in the form of 
a separate low two-storey layout. On the 
right is the training block. On the far 
left-hand side of the model is the resi- 
dential area, just visible behind the 
existing maternity pavilion and nurses’ 
home and extending northward behind 
the main new building. The architects 
are Robert Matthew & Johnson-Marshall, 
F/ARIBA, of Edinburgh and London; the 
consulting architect is Professor Richard 
Llewelyn Davies, FRIBA. 

Visiting Edinburgh on January 13 
last, the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, MR. J. MACLAY, said that there were 
clear advantages in the. close association 
of the hospital and the medical school and 
great advantages in having a hospital of 
that kind in the city. Planning a hospital 
of the size of the Royal Infirmary involved 
an enormous amount of work. He con- 
tinued: ‘ This new Edinburgh hospital is 
not the only hospital project now matur- 
ing in Scotland. Discussions with the 
Regional Hospital Boards about the 
development of the hospital service in 
Scotland during the next ten years have 
been proceeding for some time. As time 
goes on, other projects may be brought 
into the picture or discarded so that the 
prospects for ten years ahead, taking 
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account of the latest assessment of prob- 
able needs and of their relative priorities, 
will always be in view.’ 


New Contracting Organisation 


A NEW COMPANY was formed on January 
16 to carry out contracts in Scotland 
embracing both civil engineering and 
building work. Its name is Stewart & 
Lind Ltd. and the joint proprietors are 


Lanarkshire Builders Ltd. of Mossend, 
Bellshill, Lanarkshire, and Peter Lind & 
Co. Ltd., civil engineering contractors of 
Westminster, London. The formation of 
the new company will not limit the acti- 
vities of Lanarkshire Builders Limited. 
The directors of Stewart & Lind Ltd. are 
T. M. Jaeger (chairman), E. M. Barnes, 
H. H. S. Mygind, J. McW. Norman, F. E. 
Prior and R. D. Stewart. 















laa) 4.9 CONSTRUCTION NEWS 























Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous tssucs 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those preceded by 
the symbol (a) are advertised in this number The 


atest date for the receipt of tenders or applications 
appears above each paragraph The symbol (rk) 
preceding cach entry indicates that applications must 
be received by this date 

BUILDING 


JANUARY 31 
(ark) PLYMOUTH CITY C.—a) Erection 
of 84 flats at Ker-st., Devonport, and (b) 
erection of a residential nursery at Mutley 
House. City A. Dep. £3 3s. (each contract). 
(ar) STAMFORD BC. -Proposed museum 
and ladies’ a room. Boro’ 


EBRUARY 1 
(AR) LEEDS REGIONAL HOSPITAL 
BOARD.—Fixed price tenders for extensions 


to provide a gymnasium for the physio- 
therapy dept. at Harrogate & District General 
Hospital. A to Bd. Dep. £2 2s. 

(aR) MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT CREMA- 
TORIUM JOINT COM.—a) Erection of new 
crematorium and alterations to existing 
lodge building at Vintners Park. (b) Con- 
struction of new entrance and road works, 
etc. Clerk to Com. 

FEBRUARY 3 

(aR) NEWCASTLE REGIONAL  HOS- 
PITAL BOARD.—Erection of pathology 
dept. at Darlington Memorial Hospital. Sec. 


to 
FEBRUARY 4 
(ar) ESSEX CC.—Firm price tenders for 
garage accommodation at county library 
headquarters, Chelmsford. County A. 
FEBRUARY 6 
(ar) HEREFORDSHIRE CC.—Erection of 
two-form sec. entry schools at Weobley and 
Wigmore. County A. Dep. £5. 
FEBRUARY 7 
BELFAST.—Erection of 56 terrace houses 
at Hogarth-street and 5 garages at Bally- 
sillan-cres. City Architect’s Dept. (Housing 
~ ae 97 Townsend-st., Belfast 13. Dep. 
> 


CO. CAVAN (Eire).—Erection of a tech- 
nical sch. at Virginia, Co. Cavan, for Virginia 
Agricultural Show Society. Secretary, Agri- 
cultural Show Society, Virginia, Co. Cavan. 
Dep. £5. 

(AR) ENFIELD BC.—Erection of 24 flats, 

26 houses and 50 garages at Hoe-la. Boro’ 
E&S. Tenders by March 6 

FEBRUARY 8 

(ak) DURHAM CC.—a) Erection of addi- 
tional accommodation at Annfield Plain mod. 
school. (b) Heating and hot water installa- 
tions, structural steelwork, precast concrete 
floor and roof units, timber roof construction 
and curtain —s. at Wingate new sec. 
mod. sch. County A 

(aR) MERTON & MORDEN UDC.—Pro- 
posed sports pavilion with caretaker’s flat 
above at Morden Park. H. Bailey & Farrier, 


architects, Thornton Hill, SW19. 

(aR) WANDSWORTH MBC.—Erection of 
11 flats at Hopton-rd., Streatham. 
Mitchell. 140 Streatham Hill, SW2. 
~Fixed price tenders for 


J. Hewitt 


(a) WIDNES BC. 


a pavilion at Crow Wood recreation ground. 


Boro’ A. 
FEBRUARY 10 
(ak) SHEFFIELD REGIONAL HOSPITAL 
BD.—First phase of development at Scun- 
thorpe & District War Memorial Hospital. 


Regional A. 
FEBRUARY 13 

(ak) PEMBROKESHIRE CC.—{a) Erection 
of Ist phase of extensions at Narberth sec. 
sch., Narberth. (b) Erection of new county 
prim. sch., Broad Haven, nr. Haverfordwest. 
County A. Dep. £2 2s. (each contract). 

(A) RICKMANSWORTH UDC. — Firm 
price tenders for sports pavilion, shelters, 
etc., at Baldwins-la. recreation ground, Crox- 
ley Green. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

(aR) SOUTHAMPTON CBC.—Erection of 
136 flats at Maybush. Boro’ E. 

FEBRUARY 14 

CO. LONDONDERRY.—Erection and 
completion of Bellaghy prim. sch., Co, Lon- 
donderry. W. H. McEvoy, chartered quan- 
tity surveyor, 73 May-st., Belfast. Dep. £5 5s. 

(a) SWADLINCOTE UDC. — Fixed price 
tenders for 32 flats at Midland-rd. E&S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY I15 
(aA) RICKMANSWORTH UDC. 
price tenders for 44 garages at Maple Cross 
housing estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 16 
(A) BARNES BC.—Firm price tenders for: 
(a) 12 flats and 12 garages at Chertsey-ct., 


KIRKSTONE 


Li ght Sea Green 
Slate 


from our quarries on a 1500 ft. 














contour in the heart of the 
English Lake District where this 
slaterock has been 


extracted for over 200 vears. 


volcanic 


Illustrated details on request or 
Cladding, ills, Coping and 
Flooring etc. 


KIRKSTONE GREEN 
SLATE QUARRIES Ltd. 
Ambleside Westmorland. 


Tel.: Amb. 3296-7 
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New Buildings 


MIDLOTHIAN CC.—Reconstruction of 
approx. 4 mile of road on route B.792 at 
Cleuch Brae, West Calder. Applications to 
County Surveyor, 32 Palmerston-place, Edin- 
burgh. Dep. £2. 


STROMNESS.—Sixteen council houses 
are to be built in Manse Park and Pump- 
well Park. 


and (b) four garages at Lambert-ave. Boro’ 


E&S. 
FEBRUARY 20 

(A) CHORLEY BC.—Fixed price tenders 
for 56 dwellings at een st. housing site. 
Boro’ E. Dep. £2 

(A) GRIMSBY CBC. —Fixed price tenders 
for: (a) Erection of Grange prim. infants’ 
sch., Cambridge-rd. (b) Heating and hot 
water installations with oil-fired boiler plant; 
and (c) electrical installation for the sch. 
Boro’ A&E. Dep. £5 (each contract). 

FEBRUARY 21 

(A) CROYDON CBC.—Conversion of two 
classrooms into kitchen and dining room at 
Duppas prim. sch., Goodwin-rd., Waddon. 
Ch. Ed. Officer. 

FEBRUARY 24 

(a) BOOTLE CBC.—Erection of 94 flats 
and maisonettes at Strand-rd./Jersey-st. 
Boro’ S. Dep. £2 2s. 

(A) FARNHAM UDC.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for one pair of three-bed. houses at 
Baldreys. Gilbert & Hobson, architects, 69a 
Castle-st., Farnham, Surrey. Dep. £2. 

(A) GILLINGHAM  BC.—Fixed price 
tenders for ten flats and one pair of houses 
at Wood-st., Brompton, Gillingham, Kent. 
Boro’ E. Dep. £5 5s. 

FEBRUARY 28 

(a) CARDIGANSHIRE CC.—Erection of 
new prim. sch. at Aberaeron, Cardiganshire. 
County A. Dep. £2 2s. 

(A) CROYDON CBC.—Erection of 48 
dwelling units, ten three-bed. houses and : 
garages at Ely/Holmesdale-rd. site. Boro’ 

(AR) EASTBOURNE CBC.—Firm he 
tenders for a new central library and a block 
of offices at Grove-rd. Boro’ S. Tenders by 
July 20. 

(aA) ILFORD BC.—Construction of sports 
pavilion at South Park. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 1 


(a) HOLLAND CC.—Erection of old 
people’s home at Grange-dr., off Halmergate, 
Spalding. County A. 

MARCH 6 

(a) HAMBLEDON RDC.—Coastruction of 
a brick and tile public convenience at Cran- 
leigh car park. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 10 

(A) CONISBROUGH UDC.—Erection of 

42 houses at Sheffield-rd. E&S. Dep. £2. 
NO DATE 


(a) HERTFORDSHIRE CC.—Inclusion in 
selected list of approved contractors for 
building, maintenance works, heating and 
electrical works, and fencing work, etc. 
Clerk to C. 

TYRONE CC.—Firms are invited to sub- 
mit their names for consideration in being 
placed on the tender list for the erection of 
the proposed new headquarters building, 
together with ancillary works. Approx. 
value £145,000. Apply: Secretary, County 
Council, Omagh, Co. Tyrone. 


SERVICES, PAINTING, MATERIALS, 
ETC. 


FEBRUARY 3 
(ak) MALDEN & COOMBE BC.—Demoli- 
tion of Malden house and ancillary buildings 
gas. New Malden, Surrey. Boro’ 


FEBRUARY 4 
(ak) BOURNEMOUTH CBC.—{a) Fixed 
price tenders for supply and fix complete of 
all natural and reconstructed stonework for 
Horsehoe common public convenience, Old 
Christchurch-rd.; (b) installation of electric 
lift at old people’s home. Tuckton. Boro’ A. 
FEBRUARY 13 
(4) CLEETHORPES BC.—Recovering of 
pier pavilion in sheet zinc. Boro’ E. 
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(4)R UISLIP-NORTHWOOD & 
UXBRIDGE CREMATORIUM JOINT COM. 
—External and internal repainting and sundry 
repair work at Breakspear Crematorium, 
Ruislip. H. E. G. Stripp, surveyor, 263 High- 
st., Uxbridge. 

FEBRUARY 18 

(a) BATH CITY C.—Proposed redecora- 
tion of concert lounge, sun lounge and cor- 
ridors at The Pump Room. S otf Corporate 
Property, Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 27 

(aA) HORNSEY BC.—External and internal 

decorations to various schools. Boro’ E&S. 
NO DATE 

(A) BRISTOL CORPN.—Relaying and sur- 
facing of playground areas of certain schools. 
Ch. Ed. Officer. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 6 
LOUTH BC.—Construction of a r.c. reser- 
voir of lm. gal. capacity at Horncastle-rd., 
Louth. John H. Haiste & Ptnrs., constg. 
engrs., Belmont House, 20 Wood-la., Head- 
ingley, Leeds 6. Den. £3 3s. 
FEBRUARY ll 
BRIDGWATER BC. — Construction of 
roads Nos. 2 and 3 and eastern car park 
(East quay redevelopment scheme), compris- 
ing approximately 9,080 sq. yd. of tarmaca- 
dam carriageway and car park, 850 sq. yd. 
of tarmacadam footpaths, 500 lin. yd. of 
kerb, 730 lin. yd. of stoneware sewers, and 
incidental works. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 


MIDDLETON BC.—Constriction of roads 
and sewers in connection with stage one of 
the Rhodes redevelopment scheme, compris- 
ing approx. 5,500 sq. yd. of carriageway, 
2,700 sq. yd. of footpath and 390. lin. yd. of 
sewers. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


CHELSEA.—New Headquarters.—A new 
building at 158-166 Brompton-rd., Chelsea, 
has been acquired by Artizans and General 
Properties Co., who will occupy part of it 
as its headquarters. The building, which has 
two floors of shops and showrooms with six 
floors of offices, provides 34,000 sq. ft. The 
development was undertaken by London 
Merchant Securities through Kensington 
Commercial Property Investments. Archi- 
tects were C. H. Elsom & Ptnrs. The general 
contractors were Messrs. Higgs & Hill Ltd. 

HAMMERSMITH.—Planning Applications. 
—LCC has received the following town plan- 
ning applications: New hotel at 45 Colet- 
gdns. (J. Braunsberg); office building for LTE 
at Wood-la. (T. P. Bennett & Son). 

ISLINGTON. — Planning Application. — 
Town planning permission to erect BC hous- 
ing at 66-72 Lofting-rd. has been received by 
LCC from E. C. P. Monson, 

LAMBETH.—Planning Application.—The 
LCC has received an application for planning 
permission in respect of a ten-storey office 
block at 10-11 Albert Embankment (Oscar 
Garry & Ptnrs.). 

LONDON (City).—Planning Application.— 
The LCC has received an application for plan- 
ning permission from Chamberlin, Powell & 
Bon, architects, for the redevelopment of the 
North Barbican area. 

LONDON (City).—General Building Work. 
—Court of Common Council has approved 
the following: Plans submitted by L. Solo- 
mon, Kaye and Partners of 5 Holborn Circus, 
ECl, for development at Poultry, Old 
Jewry, Dove Court and Grocers’ Hall Court. 
The proposed development is for the erec- 
tion of a nine-storey building with basement 
car park, the ground and first floors to be 
used as a PH, retail showrooms, shops with 
Offices over. 

The Council has granted permission to an 
outline application by Searle and Searle of 
2 South-sq., Gray’s Inn, WCl, for the erec- 
tion of a textile showrooms/warehouse with 
ancillary offices, at Queen Victoria-st., Bread 
Street Hill. parts of Upper Thames-st., 4, 
5 and 5a Fye Foot-la. and parts of the high- 
ways of Bread Street Hill and Fye Foot-la. 

Permission was also granted to Sydney 





Contracts Placed 


We are glad to receive from 
architects and quantity surveyors 
for publication details of contracts 
placed to the value of £20,000 or 
over. Such information should 
reach the Editor as soon as pos- 
sible after the contract is signed. 
Names of the architect and other 
consultants associated should be 
given. 











Tatchell, Son & Ptnrs. of Clifford’s Inn, 
EC4, for an outline application to erect a 
textile warehouse with ancillary offices at 
Queen Victoria-st., Huggin Hill, Upper 
Thames-st., parts of Bread Street Hill and 
part of the highway of Bread Street Hill. 
Both grants are subject to certain condi- 
tions. One of the reasons for some of the 
conditions is ‘the preservation of distant 
views of St. Paul’s Cathedral’ in both cases. 

The Council has approved permission to 
develop Forum House in accordance with 
plans submitted by T. H. Birks of 38 Port- 
land-pl., Wl. Subject to certain conditions, 
the permission is for the carrying out of 
alterations at seventh floor level and the 
erection of a new eighth floor. 

Permission has been given to R. Seifert 
and Partners of 28 Great Ormond-st., WCl, 
for plans to change the use of the first and 
fourth floors at 41 and 42 London Wall to 
offices and to erect an additional floor (fifth 
floor) for use as offices. 

H. V. Lobb and Partners of 20 Gower-st., 
WCIl, were granted permission to erect an 
office block and a multi-storey car park, 
subject to certain conditions, at Shoe-la., 
New Street-sq., Robin Hood Court and part 
of 2a St. Andrew-st. 

The Council also gave permission, subject 
to certain conditions, to plans submitted by 
Slater and Andrews of 31 Throgmorton-st., 
EC2, for 15 Philpot-la. The plans are for 
the installation of an additional floor in the 
area at present occupied by the ground and 
first floors for use as offices, change of use 
of the ground floor from shop and work- 
rooms (stationers’ and printers’) to offices 
and the carrying out of alterations, including 
a new front elevation. 

The Council has approved drawings sub- 
mitted by Ellis Clarke and Gallannaugh of 
37 Soho-sq., W1, for the erection of a new 
six-storey office building at Nos. 20 to 40 
Gresham-st., 26 and 27 King-st., 16 to 19 
Lawrence-la., 7 to 11 Mumford Court and 
9 to 14 Milk-st. The building will include 
one shop on the ground floor, car parking 
and storage in the basement and boiler room 
storage, etc., in the sub-basement. 

Approval was also given to drawings sub- 
mitted by Knapton and Deane of 6 Martin- 
la., EC4, for the erection of an office build- 
ing with four retail shops, licensed premises 
and a bank at King William-st., Crooked-la., 
2 Arthur-st. 

Drawings submitted by Kersey Gale and 
Spooner of Vintry House, Queen Street-pl, 
EC4, for the erection of a glass roof over 
the southern end of Bull Wharf-la., Bull 
Wharf, Upper Thames-st. were approved. 

So were drawings submitted by R. Seifert 
and Partners of 28 Great Ormond-st., WCl, 
for the erection of an office building with 
shops at Wood-st., Philip-la. and Addle-st. 

SOUTHWARK.—Housing Development.— 
A planning appeal to the Minister of Hous- 
ing & Local Government has been made by 
the ground landlords, the Corporation of 
Trinity House, and the developers, Wates 
Built Homes Ltd. in respect of the proposed 
redevelopment of a site of 1.8 acres at 33-67 
Harper-rd., Southwark, SEl. Two ten-storey 
blocks containing 74 flats and 33 garages are 
proposed. The appeal hearing opened on 
January 19. 

STEPNEY.—Housing Development.—The 
second stage of the redevelopment of the 
LCC’s Clive-st. site, Stepney, will commence 
later this year. The first part of the scheme 
(which in entirety comprises 393 dwellings 
and shops, etc.) is now being completed by 
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Wates Ltd., of Streatham. The plans are 
being prepared in the department of the 
Architect to the LCC. 

WANDSWORTH.—Planning Applications. 
—LCC has received the following town plan- 
ning applications: Erection of 40 flats and 
ten garages—BC housing—on site bounded 
by Cardinal-pl: / Lacey-rd. / Modder-pl. 
(Diamond, Redfern & Ptnrs.}; erection of 51 
houses and flats at Rossiter-rd./Fernlea-rd. 

WEST MINSTER.—Planning Application.— 
R. Seifert & Ptnrs. have forwarded an appli- 
cation for planning permission to erect an 
office building with residential accommoda- 
tion at 16-18 Buckingham-gate/43. 47 and 
49 Catherine-pl. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


ACCRINGTON.—BC propose scheme for 
aged persons’ bungalows, community centre, 
warden’s accommodation at Milshaw estate. 
. . . Mr. D. Hillman Eady proposes the 
erection of 12 two-storey shops at Union-st./ 
Crawshaw-st. . . . Messrs. Giron Freres pro- 
pose erection of two additional buildings at 
Royal Factory... . L. Frankland (Contrac- 
tors) Ltd. propose erection of 64 bungalows 
and houses at The Lawnd. 

ANGLESEY.—Following for EC: Library 
and museum at Holyhead, £34,900 est.; 2nd 
phase of David Hughes sec. sch., £203,000 
est.; additional accommodation to Holyhead 
county sec. sch., £148,541 est. 

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD.—Lancs. EC 
propose erection of new grammar sch. 

BASINGSTOKE.—BC propose to erect 
1,000 dwellings on the South Ham estate. 
Project is in two sections. , . . Hampshire 
County Planning Committee has approved 
CC plan for new courthouse, together with 
Justices’ Clerks and Probation Officers’ offices 
at London-rd., Basingstoke, 

BLACKPOOL.—Following the acceptance 
by the Ministry of Education of sketch plans 
for the new St. Catherine’s RC sec. sch., on 
Garstang-rd. west, Blackpool, the Education 
Committee have approved final plans... . 
A £2,342,300 plan to improve drainage in the 
central area of Blackpool has been approved 
in principle by the Highways Committee. 
The scheme provides for reconstruction of 
the Manchester-sq. pumping station at a cost 
of £553.800; a central interceptor sewer to 
cost £639,500; a central drive trunk sewer 
costing £581,000; a Lytham-rd. sewer which 
will cost £550,000; and improvements at 
Harrowside pumping station. 

BLACKPOOL.—Foxhall Properties (Black- 
pool) Ltd. have purchased a plot of land ad- 
joining Woolworths, on Central Promenade, 
Blackpool, and are to develop it with a 
£50.000 chon building scheme. 

BLACKPOOL.—Following for BC: 20 
dwellings at Nesswood-ave.; 8 dwellings at 
Grange-rd.; 9 dwellings at St. Annes-rd./ 
Lostock-gdns. 

BLAYDON (Co. Durham).—J. W. Vickers, 
builder, 4 Plummer-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
proposes 19 houses at The Avenue, to plans 
by C. Solomon, 30 St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

BLAYDON (Co. Durham).—UDC has 
decided to go ahead with its scheme for the 
erection of houses for sale on several sites 
in the area. 

BLYTH.—R. A. Gofton & Sons, builders, 
Front-st., Monkseaton, are to erect houses, 
shops, etc., at Fountain-rd. to plans by War- 
ing & Netts, 36 Jesmond-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. a 
BLYTH.—TC is considering a £150.000 
scheme for swimming baths ‘at Cowpen Col- 
liery. “en is Considering converting 
Croft Park football ground into a sports 
stadium. The work will include the con- 
struction of a £40,000 grandstand. 

BOLTON.—CoE Auth. propose extensions 
at Roscoe Fold sch. . . . Leeds Permanent 
Building Soc. propose erection of shopping 
block at Oxford-st. . . . Hardmand Motors 
Ltd. propose erection of garage at Park-st. 
: . Threlfalls Brewery Co, Ltd. propose 
alterations to Royal Hotel. er « ; 
Thomson proposes erection of 11 houses at 
Ainscworth-la, 

BOLTON. — Sutton Dwellings Trust, 
London, propose erection of 359 flats/houses/' 
bungalows on a 23-acre site. 

BOURNEMOUTH.—TC has given outline 
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approval to an 18-storey block of 134 flats 
with 133 garages in the base, to be erected 
on site of Manor Heath and Blue Roofs, 
Manor-rd., East Cliff. . TC has agreed 
in principle to establishment of a university 
in the town. ors 

BRADFORD.—TC propose modernisation 
scheme for 454 houses and four shops at 
Odsal housing site. 

BRIDGNORTH. — BC propose inviting 
schemes from selected contractors for new 
swimming baths. 

BRIGHTON. — TC are inviting Taylor 
Woodrow Group of companies to submit 
scheme for re-development of 114 acres in 
West-st., Brighton. Est. £6m. Consultant 
architect is Sir Hugh Casson, 

BUXTON.—The Homeville Co. Ltd. has 
been engaged by BC as consultant architects 
in connection with erection of 50 dwellings 
at Victoria Park housing estate. . The 
Trawnbay Development Company have pur- 
chased the 20-bedroom Milton House Hotel, 
Broad Walk, Buxton, for conversion into 
luxury flats. 

CARLISLE.—RC Auth, propose erection 
of St. Bede’s prim. sch. 

CHEPSTOW (Mon.).—UDC have approved 
a development plan for 28 private houses at 
Gwentlands Close. Lapworth Developments 
Ltd., Stourbridge, who are also planning to 
build another large estate at Chepstow, are 
the developing firm who plan to build 28 
houses and bungalows of seven different 
designs at Gwentlands. 

CHES.—EC propose expenditure of £164m. 
during 1961. 

. CHESTER.-—The Board of Governors pro- 
pose extensions to St. Bede’s sch. 

CHESTERFIELD.—RDC propose erection 
of covered swimming pool at Mosbro’ area. 
.. . Derbys. EC propose workshop extensions 
at College of Technology. 

CHIPPENHAM (Wilts).—-TC. is to build 
140 houses on Hungerdown-la. site. Chippen- 
ham. Cost £195,909. ‘ TC is to build 
flats for single persons. Boro’ S to make 
provision in scheme for erection of 150 
houses on land adjoining Brook-st. 

CHRISTCHURCH.—TC has approved plan 
to build new Westbourne fire station on site 
in Alumhnrst-rd. 

CLAYTON-LE-MOORS. — UDC propose 
erection of 20 old people’s dwellings/warden’s 
accommodation. , 

COLERAINE (Co. Londonderry).—BC have 
approved in principle plans for the recon- 
struction of Queen-st. 

COLWYN BAY.—BC has granted planning 
permission for the erection of 24 detached 
dwellings on land at the golf course fronting 
Llanrwst-rd., Upper Colwyn Bay. . . . Den- 
bighs. CC propose erection of 14 police 
houses at Bryn Eirias. 

CONGLETON.—BC propose erection of 
new municipal offices. 

COOKSTOWN (Co. 
have approved the site 
Church-st. for RDC. 

CORSHAM (Wilts).—PC has received pre- 
liminary lay-out of proposed development at 
Rudloe to provide 207 units of accommoda- 
tion with 110 garages. Residential 
development in the area bounded by Lacock- 
rd. and Pound Mill—comprising 8 acres—is 
proposed. 

CROOK (Co. Durham).—Representatives 
of a heavy engineering firm have inspected 
an industrial site at. Low Willington with a 
view to erecting new premises. 

EASTLEIGH (Hants.).—Housing Com. of 
BC has approved recommendation to build 
block of 24 bed-sitting room flats for old 
folk, together with communal and recrea- 
tional facilities containing warden’s accom- 
modation and double guest room. 

GOSFORTH.—UDC is considering a long- 
term scheme for the redevelopment of the 
High-st. area of the town, involving the 
demolition of many shops and houses and 
the erection of new ones. 

GUILDFORD.—Surrey Town & - Country 
Planning Com. has approved application to 
be submitted to MH&LG that present cattle 
market be re-sited and use of site for 
administrative offices for BC. 

HAMPSHIRE.—Representations have been 
made to HO for provision of new fire station 
at Wickham, est. £10,000, incladed in next 


Tyrone).—Ministry 
of 56 houses at 


year's building programme. HO has indi- 
cated that they are prepared to approve plan 
for fire station at Eastleigh, est. £50,000, in 
1961-62 programme. . New fire stations at 
Romsey, Stockbridge ‘and Christchurch are 
suggested by Fire Services Committee for 
963-64. 

HEBBURN (Co, Durham).—UDC is con- 
sidering the erection of 100 three-bedroomed 
houses ‘for sale.’ Plans by Surveyor, R. C. 
Bestow. 

KEIGHLEY.—Following for BC: Erection 
of 192 dwellings at Park-la.; 148 dwellings at 
Spring Bank. 

KESWICK.—UDC has approved plans by 

the Surveyor, 50 Main-st., Keswick, for the 
erection of 14 houses. at Latrigg Close, and 
four in Southey-st. Contracts will be let 
shortly. 
LANCASHIRE.—CC has granted planning 
permission for the erection of shops and 
dwellings at the corner of Beach-rd. and the 
Promenade, Cleveleys. 

LEEDS.—Following for TC: Adaptations 
to ‘ Greystones’ aged people’s hostel; exten- 
sions to Gledhow Manor hostel; erection of 
new aged persons’ hostel, at Kirkstall. 

LIMAVADY (Co. Londonderry).—RDC 
have approved plans for the erection of new 
offices on the Dungiven-rd. Est. £50,000. 

LIVERPOOL.—Regional Hospital Bd. pro- 
pose upgrading of Moston Hospital. “ 
Higson’s Brewery Ltd. propose re- -building 
licensed premises at Longmoor-la. 
Andrews Bros. (Bristol) Ltd. propose new 
factory at Wareing-rd., Aintree industrial 
estate. ... The Shop Construction Group 
of Companies, London, propose erection of 5 
shops at Bold-st. ... The Arnadale Pro- 
perty Trust Ltd., Bradford, propose shop 
development at Wooltan-st., Wooltan. .. . 
Eric Bemrose Ltd. propose erection of indus- 
trial building, after demolition of existing, 
at Hanson-rd. 

MANCHESTER.—Following for TC: 
Extensions to Cornbrook prim. sch.; class- 
room/kitchen/dining hall at Didsbury Train- 
ing College; additional workshop at College 
of Building; extensions to Elizabeth Gaskell 
College; remedial centre at Harpur-hey; Col- 
lege of Commerce at corner of Whitworth- 
st./Aytoun-st./Chorlton-st.; jun. training 
centre for mentally handicapped children 
with two-storey residential wing at Yew Tree- 
la.; new College of Music at Chorlton-on- 
Medlock; county technical high sch. at 
Wilbraham area; community centre at Wood- 
house Park/Moss Nook area; aged persons’ 
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hostel at Windermere-rd., Langley; fire 
station at Philips Park; housing development 
on land between Broad Oak-la. / River Mersey; 
232 dwellings/100 garages at Vernon-rd., 
Bredbury; 14 dwellings at Wood-st., Lang- 


ley. . . . J. W. Clegg proposes erection of 
two-storey block of flats at Brooklands-rd., 
Baguley. ... RC Auth. propose erection ot 


Church at Maple-rd., Brooklands and exten- 
sions to St. Catherine’s sch. Didsbury. . . 

CoE Auth. propose erection of St. Clement’ § 
sch., Chorlton. Chester’s Brewery Co. 
Ltd. propose licensed premises at Wythen- 
shawe-rd., Northenden. ... Byrom Proper- 
ties Ltd. propose erection of three-storey 
block of offices /showrooms/warehouse, afte: 
demolition of existing, at Cavalry-st./ 
Dantzig-st. . . Anchor Chemicals Co. Ltd. 
propose factory conversion at Clayton-la., 
Clayton. ... The Union Club propose seven- 
storey offices/basement car park, after demo- 
lition of existing, at 75 Mosley-st. . The 
Royal Naval Assoc. propose club extension 
at Greenbrow-rd., Newall Green. . S. & j. 
Watts Ltd. propose erection of vehicle store 
at William-st., Ardwick. Lees & 


Co. (Brewers) Ltd. propose new PH at 
Alkrington estate, Middleton, nr. Man- 
chester. 


MANCHESTER.—Christie Hospital pro- 
pose extensions to laboratory. Est. £87,500. 

. Highland Engineering Ltd., Edinburgh, 
propose erection of multi-storey car park at 
Chorlton-st. 

MATLOCK.—Following for Derbys. EC: 
Projects at Training College — Teaching 
block/education huts at Chatsworth Hall; 
residential block at Rockside Hall, £148,000 
est.; new gymnasium -at Chatsworth Hall, 
£34,000 est.; new science block at Chatsworth 
Hall, £39,000 est. 

NOTTINGHAM.—EC propose erection of 
new girls’ grammar sch. to replace St. 
Catherine’s EC grammar. . . . The Bernard 
Sunley Investment Trust (Management) Ltd. 
propose erection of 52 flats at Mapperley-rd. 

. Walsall Conduits Ltd. propose erection 
of factory at Queens-drive. 

OLDHAM.—Following for BC:—Erection 
of large café/shop at Henshaw-st.; site for 
central child welfare clinic. . . Oldham 
Welfare Services Dept. seek site for all pur- 
pose social centre... . EC propose extensions 
at Werneth county jun. and infants’ schools. 
Oldham Co-operative Society propose recon- 
struction premises to form sterilisation plant. 

OSWESTRY. — Birmingham Regional 
Hospital Bd. propose new out-patients’ Dept. 
at Oswestry and Dist. Hospital. 

PETERLEE (Co. Durham). — Peterlee 
Development Corporation, Shotton Hall, 
Peterlee, are to erect 106 houses on the 
Chapel Hill estate, Peterlee. A contract will 
be let early next month. Plans are by the 
Development Corporation’s own architects’ 


dept. 

POOLE.—TC has approved capital expen- 
foun Ee programme for next financial year of 

ROSSENDALE. —Divisional Executive has 
approved erection of new St. Paul’s CoE 
sch. at Ramsbottom. 

SALE.—BC propose erection of flats at 
Roebuck-la, 

SHEFFIELD. — Following old people's 
dwellings for TC: 24 flats at Handsworth- 
rd.; 30 flats at Gleadless Valley estate; 24 
flats at Ravenscroft-rd. 

SHREWSBURY.—Two housing estates in 
the Shrewsbury area, involving about 650 
houses, are planned by private developers, 
with intention of work commencing in the 
spring. Some 350 houses are planned for the 
Belvidere-rd. area, with another 300 on land 
off Sutton-la. 

SKIPTON.—RDC to negotiate with the 
Homeville Co. Ltd. for erection of bunga- 
lows as follows: 12 at Glusburn; 4 at East- 
burn; 6 at Grassington. 

STAFFORD.—Modernisation scheme pro- 
posed for Sir Martin Noel Almshouses. Est. 
£25.000. 

STOCKBRIDGE (Hants.). — A sewerage 
scheme for the Stockbridge area has been 
prepared by Howard Humophries & Sons, 
consulting engineers. Est: £106,000. 

STOCKPORT.—BC propose erection of 
new bus station at Daw Bank... . The Con- 
servative Assoc. propose erection: of club 
premises at Brinnington estate. .. . Salford 








a. ee 





THE BUILDER January 27 1961 


RC Diocesan Trustees propose inviting 
selected tenders for erection of St. Anne’s 
sec. sch. at Glenfield-rd. 
STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—North Tees Ilos- 
pital Management Com. have approved a 
£55,000 scheme for the construction of 
x-ray dept at Stockton and Thornaby Hos- 


pital. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT.—BC propose exten- 
sions at Burnwood county sec. sch. Est. 
£33,463. 

STRETFORD.—Following for BC: New 
community centre at Ripon-rd.; 22 sd houses 
at Selby-close; 18 flatlets at Nansen-close.... 
Lancs. EC propose phase I of infants’ sch. at 
Barton Clough.... H. & J. Quick Ltd. pro- 
pose single-storey extension over showroom 
at Chester-rd. 

SUNDERLAND.—TC is being recom- 
mended to include in its annual estimates 
£80,000 for the construction of a sundeck to 
cover the lower promenade between Seaburn 
and the borough boundary at Whitburn. The 
project is part of a large development scheme 
at Seaburn, estimated to cost £287,000. 

SUTTON-IN-ASHFIELD.—UDC propose 
erection of 66 dwellings, including aged 
people’s dwellings, bungalows, warden’s flat 
and common room, at Club Yard and Swan 
Yard redevelopment area. 

SWINTON.—Central Estates (Swinton) 
Ltd. propose erection of 17 bungalows at 
Brierley-rd. 

TROWBRIDGE.—Warminster & Westbury 
RDC propose development of a _ housing 
estate in Green-la., Trowbridge. . . . Work 
will start shortly on a permanent covered 
bus station at The Conigre, Trowbridge. 

WAKEFIELD.—Following for TC: Erec- 
tion of police station and court house at 
juncticn of Northgate/York-st.; housing 
developinent at Kettlethorpe estate. 

WALLASEY.—BC propose erection of 
swimming baths at Moreton. Est. £180,000. 

WANTAGE (Berks).—UDC has received 
outline application from Mr. P, Farmer for 
proposed use of land for combined grey- 
hound and athletic stadium and erection of 
Country Club in Grove-rd., Wantage. 

WHITCHURCH (Hants.).—Parish Council 
is supporting a proposal by Messrs. Rowland 
Sandwith Ltd. to build a factory on 13-acre 
site east of Bere Hill estate, Whitchurch, for 
manufacture of tailors’ chalk. 

WIGAN.—Peter Walker (Warrington) Ltd. 
propose erection of new hotel at Norley Hall- 


ave. 

WINGERWORTH.—Chesterfield Diocese 
propose extension to Parish Church. Est. 
£25.000. 

_ WORSLEY.—Lancs. EC propose adapta- 
tions of College of Further Education, dur- 
ing 1962-63. Est. £536,950. 

WORTHING (Sussex).—Plans are being 
submitted to demolish the Bath Hotel and 
build 11-storey block of luxury flats on the 
site. Promoter is Mr. Desmond Burholt, 
proprietor of the Bath. 


TENDERS 


(Pa) Denotes provisionally accepted. 

(RA) Denotes recomrnended for acceptance. 

(aM) Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(GD) Denotes accepted subject to approval by appro- 
priate Government Department. 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS. — Completion 
and reconstruction of Abbey Baths for BC. 
(a) Direct labour. 

BEBINGTON.—Block shops with flats and 
maisonettes over and garages at Clifton-ave., 
Mill Park estate. Eastham, for BC. (a) Sir 
Robt. Lloyd & Co. Ltd., £112.472. 

_BIRMINGHAM.—New biology dept. at 

Birmingham University, Edgbaston. (A) John 
Laing Ltd. Est. £14m. 
_BLAYDON (Co. Durham).—Office addi- 
tions at Chain Bridge-rd. for Marshall 
Branson Ltd., plant hirers. (A) Purdie Lums- 
den & Co. Ltd., Oxford-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

BOLTON.—Erection of 74 dwellings at 
School Hill for BC. (a) Direct labour. 

BRADFORD.—Offices, motor showroom 
and filling station, etc., at Queens-rd. 
viaduct for Appleyard of Leeds Ltd. (a) 
Wm. Airev & Son (Leeds) Ltd. 

CAERNARVON.—New factory at Griffiths 
Crossing for Ferodo Ltd. (a) Taylor Wood- 
row Construction Co. Ltd. 


CARLISLE.—Sub-contracts let by the City 
C in connection with the construction of new 
civic centre (main contractors: John Laing 
& Son Ltd.). (A) Electrical work, D. Thom- 
son Ltd., Newtown, Carlisle, £40,380, and 
mechanical and engineering services, Selborne 
Eng. Co. Ltd., Selborne-gdns., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, £68,684. 

CHELSEA.—New building at Brompton- 
rd. for London Merchant Securities. C. H. 
Elsom & Ptnrs., architects. (a) Higgs & Hill 


Ltd. 

CONSETT.—Erection of 60 houses for 
UDC. (a) Direct labour. 

CUCKFIELD.—29 flats at Haywards 
Heath for RDC. E&S is A. Hutchings. (a) 
Hassocks Properties Ltd., London-rd., Has- 
socks, Sussex, £80,886. 

DERBYSHIRE.—Erection of new health 
clinic at Bath-rd., Buxton, for CC. (a) 
Direct labour, £18,684. 

DURHAM.—Reinforcement of water mains 
in the Durham city area for Durham County 
Water Bd., Neville-ct., Durham. (A) Direct 
labour, £63,000. ' 

ERITH.—Erection of 116 dwellings at 
Appian Way housing site for BC. (a) Wates 
Ltd., £238,306. 

GATESHEAD.—Extensions to Divisional 
headquarters offices of the Durham Divisional 
Coal Bd., Team Valley trading estate. (A) 
Leslie & Co., Woodland-rd., Darlington. 

(ar) GATESHEAD CBC.—{(a) Erection of 
232 dwellings in four-storey maisonettes in 
‘ Crosswall’ construction, and five aged per- 
sons’ bungalows, etc., for Chandless 
redevelopment area (phase II); (b) erection of 
12 old people’s dwellings in two single-storey 
terrace blocks and one block of four two- 
storey three-bed. dwellings, and six four-bed. 
houses, at Mendip-gdns., Lobley Hill; (c) 
erection of 30 old people’s dwellings at 
Yetholm-rd.; (d) erection of 52 dwellings at 
Rectory site, Bensham-rd., all for CBC. (a) 
Cussins (Contractors) Ltd., The Drive, Gos- 
forth, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 3, £432,333. J. 
Robson & Sons, 3 Ord-ter., Stakeford, Chop- 
pington, Northumbegand, £38,819 and Urban 
Construction Co, (Newcastle) Ltd., 38 Side, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1, £36,708, respec- 
tively. 

KENT.—Strengthening and widening of 
approach roads to proposed Medway towns’ 
motorway for CC. (a) Cementation Co. Ltd., 
£150.000. 

KEYNSHAM.—Erection of shops at civic 
centre for UDC. (a) Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, 13 Dowry-sq., Bristol 8, £109,425. 

LEICESTER.—Pharmacy unit at Royal 
Infirmary for Sheffield Regional Hospital Bd. 
(A) Henry Herbert & Sons, Leicester, £27,343. 

LIVERPOOL.—Following for TC: Exten- 
sions to Brookfield aged persons’ hostel. (a) 
J. B. Johnson & Co. Ltd., Liverpool, £36,857. 
—Erection of 14 dwellings at Elmham-cres., 
Fazakerley. (A) R. J. Barton & Sons Ltd., 
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Formby, £28,364. New branch bank at 
Cherryfield-dr., Kirkby, for Martins Bank 
Ltd. (A) Wm. Moss & Sons Ltd., Liverpool. 
Extensions and alterations to Teachers’ 
Training College for The College Council, St. 
Katherine’s College. (A) Frederick Clark & 
Sons Ltd., Liverpool. 

LIVERPOOL.—Supply and fixing of precast 
concrete roofs to new Ford works. (A) Con- 
crete Ltd., £100,000. 

(cp) LONDON (Admiralty). — Particulars 
of contracts over £4,000 in value: Dun- 
bartonshire: Housing; Dougall & Co. Ltd., 
Dumbarton. Fife: Construction of stores; 
Andrew Crocket Ltd., Dunfermline. Con- 
struction of offices; J. R. & A. Adam Ltd., 
Lochgelly. Dorset: Construction of officers’ 
block; Staverton Contractors Ltd. Warwick- 
shire: Re-roofing of buildings and ancillary 
works; H. Clark & Sons Ltd., Coventry. 

(Gp) LONDON (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
to the value of £4,000 or over for week ended 
January 20: Building work: Truro, Cornwall; 
Dudley Coles Ltd., 6-13 Bath-st., Plymouth. 
Uxbridge, Middx.; W. H. Streeter Ltd., 
Tudor-rd. Works, Hampton, Middlesex. Arti- 
ficers work: Falmouth, Cornwall; Dudley 
Coles Ltd., 6-13 Bath-st., Plymouth. Painting 
work: St. Mawgan, etc., Cornwall; George 
Jones & Son (Contractors) Ltd., 27b Kensing- 
ton Church-st., London, W8. Replacement 
and renewal of existing patent glazing and 
cat walks: Cardington, Beds.; Walter, Few & 
Sons Ltd., 17 Highbury-pk., London, N15. 
Preparation and maintenance of land: Boving- 
don (Herts.), Uxbridge (Middx.) and Manston 
(Kent), etc., Turfsoil Ltd., 58 Westcombe-hill, 
Greenwich, London, SEl10. Wethersfield 
(Essex) and Farnborough (Hants.), etc.; Sur- 
face Maintenance Services Ltd., 124 Old 
Christchurch-rd., Bournemouth, Hants. 

(cp) LONDON (British Railways).—Recent 
contracts placed by the Eastern Region: 
Supply, delivery and erection of electrical 
installations at Billericay station and goods 
shed at Wickford station; Christy Bros. 
Ltd., 171 Broomfield-rd., Chelmsford, Essex. 
Reconstruction of outside inspection pits, 
alterations to drainage, provision of new oil 
interceptor and pump house, erection of new 
walkway and other works at diesel main- 
tenance depot, Lincoln; Wm. Wright & Son 
(Lincoln) Ltd., Park-st., Lincoln. Construc- 
tion of single-storey platform buildings and 
canopy on island platform and ancillary 
buildings to the west of the station at Col- 
chester; Joseph Moss & Son Ltd., St. Helena- 
wks., St. Helena-rd., Colchester. Provision 
of staff accommodation at Moor-rd., Wath- 
yd.; J. Dixon (Doncaster) Ltd., Greenfield-la.. 
Balby, Doncaster. Construction of reinforced 
concrete ramped approaches to footbridge 
No. 218 at Leigh-on-Sea; A. & C. Barvis Ltd., 
Manor-wks., Church-rd., Thundersley, Essex. 

(Gp) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended January 14: Cheshire: 
Extension of telephone exchange, Poynton: 
Z. & W. Wade (Whaley Bridge) Ltd., Whaley 
Bridge, Stockport. Cornwall: Conversion of 
dwelling at Coastguard Station, Pendennis 
Castle, Falmouth; Gray, Conoley & Co. Ltd., 
Penryn. Devon: Erection of telephone 
exchange, Herbert-rd., Salcombe; Humphreys 
Ltd., Market-rd., Plympton. Gloucestershire: 
Occupational services at Office Building, 17 
Whiteladies-rd., Bristol; Caines Bros. (Bristol) 
Ltd., Bedford-st., Bristol 5. Erection of Post- 
men’s Office, Kent-st., Bedminster, Bristol; 
C. H. Pearce & Sons Ltd., Westbury-hill, 
Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol. Hertfordshire: 
Extensions and alterations to Post Office, 
Letchworth; John Willmott & Sons Ltd., 80 
Walsworth-rd., Hitchin... Kent: Painting at 
Telephone House, Canterbury; Spraycraft Co. 
Ltd., 101-2 Palace-rd., Bromley. London: 
Modernisation of lavatory accommodation at 
Royal Naval College, Greenwich, SE10; 
Walker Clinging & Co., 16 Perry-hill, Catford. 
SE6. Conversion of ward 18 into two flats 
at The Royal Hospital, Chelsea, SW3; W. J. 
Southgate, 65 Kenway-rd., Earls-ct., SW5. 
Extension and alterations to telephone 
exchange, Harlesden, NW; Cawood Wharton 
& Co. Ltd., 75 Crouch Hall-rd., Crouch End. 
N8. Oxfordshire: Alterations to public 
offices at Head Post Office, Oxford; T. H. 
Kingerlee & Sons Ltd., 35a Queen-st., Oxford. 
Warwickshire: Internal cleaning and decora- 
tions at Post Office Factory, Fordrough-la., 
Birmingham 9. A. Pearce & Sons (Bldg. 
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Hayle-rd. site for BC. Architects: Wates 
Architectural Dept.—Ch. A, K. W. Bland. 
W. V. Zinn & Associates, engrs. (A) Wates 
Ltd., £96,577. 

MANCHESTER.—New workshop and 
offices at Broughton-st. for A. Bullows & Sons 
Ltd. (a) B. B. Bender, Manchester. 

MIDDLESBROUGH.—Erection of three- 
storey office block at Albert-rd. for Royal 
Globe Insurance Co. Ltd. Architects are: 
Newrick & Blackbell, 58 John-st., Sunder- 
land. (A) G. W. Lazenby & Co. Ltd., Ferry- 
hill, Co. Durham (work just started). 

NORTHALLERTON. — Additions to 
nurses’ home at the Friarage Hospital for 
Newcastle Hospital Bd. Architects : 
Mortimer Ptnrs., Northallerton. (A) ; 
ie Ltd., North End, Northallerton, 
£47,868. 

NORTHWICH. — Additional maternity 
accommodation at Davenham Hospital for 


contrs.) Ltd., Victoria-st., Bordesley-green, 
Birmingham. 


_MAIDSTONE. —Erection of 47 flats at 
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Newstead for Akron (Standard) Baginessing 
Ltd. (a) L. Dainty Ltd., Aldridge, Staffs. 

TWICKENHAM.—New showrooms eat 
Heath-rd. for Phelps Ltd. Broadway & 
Malyan, architects. R. W. Monk, quantity 
surveyor. (A) Howard Farrow Ltd., £37,000. 

WALLSEND.—Factory additions at Coast- 
rd. for George Angus & Co. Ltd. Architects: 
S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs., 9 Esplanade, 
Sunderland. (A) Bovis Ltd., Stanhope-gate, 
London, Wl. 

WEM (Salop).—Erection of 30 flats and 18 
houses and 12 garages, roads/sewers, at 
Lowe Hill-rd. for UDC. (a) Sumner & Sons 
Ltd., Wrexham, £61,044. 

WESTMINSTER. — Third phase _ of 
modernisation scheme for the Piccadilly 
Hotel, Wl. T. Mortimer Burrows & Ptnrs., 
architects. (A) Holland & MHannen and 
Cubitts (Gt. Britain) Ltd., £90,000. 

WYCOMBE. — Sewerage scheme for 
Tylers Green, Penn, Hazlemere and Holmer 
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Manchester Regional Hospital Bd. (A) Pochin 
Ltd., Middlewich, £33,985. 

READING.—Erection of 123 dwellings 
and 40 garages at Bulmershe housing estate 
for TC. (A) Drabble Construction Ltd., 
£220,033. 

ROTHERHAM.—Erection of 31. old 
peoples’ flats at Kimberworth Park estate for 
BC. (A) Beesden Ltd., £47,248.—Erection of 
120 dwellings and 28 garages at Kimberworth 
Park estate for BC. (A) Frank Haslam, Milan 
& Co. Ltd., Doncaster. 

ST. HELENS.—Additions to _ existing 
premises in Duke-st. for Trustees of YMCA. 
H. Thearle & Ptnrs., architects. (A) J. 
Gerrard & Sons Ltd., £39,000. 

ST. HELENS.—Phase III of Technical WOOD 
College for Lancs. EC. (a) Direct labour. 

Brectien of 105 dwellings ot Desrewe. . site BLOCK- 
and 75 dwellings at Greenban oO site 

for BC. (a) Drury Construction (North PARQUET 
Western) Ltd., Liverpool. 

SALFORD.—Following for TC: Health CORK STRIP 
clinic at Lower Kersal. (A) Moston Brick & 
Building Co. Ltd., Manchester.—Rc om” 
for multi-storey flats at Sussex-st. 

Matthews & Mumby Ltd., Denton, £116, 650. 

SCARBOROUGH.—Works extensions for eCuvens: mic 
Plaxtons Ltd., coachbuilders and builders and 
contractors. Architect: G. W. Alderson. POINT PLEASANT-WANDSWORTH-S-1W-18 
(A) Direct labour, £150,000 (work in hand). TELEPHONE: VANdyke 6555/8 

SOUTHPORT.—Alterations to Floral Hall _ 
for BC. (A) ry Lesley (Contractors) Ltd., 
Liverpool, £27, 

SPENNYMGOR (Co. Durham).—Erection 
of 13 houses at Byers Green and 16 at 
Tudhoe Moor for UDC. Architects: G. H. 
Gray & Ptnr. Camden-st., North Shields. 
(A) Bell & Ridley Ltd., North-rd., Durham 
(subject to Ministry approval). Factory 
extension at Spennymoor trading estate for 
Industrial Estates Management Corpn. Archi- 
tects: Fennell & Baddiley, Bridge End- 
chbrs., Chester-le-Street. (A) Bell & Ridley, 
North-rd., Durham. 

STAFFS.—Students’ union hostel at Keele 
for University College of N. Staffs. (a) C. 
Cornes & Son Ltd., Hanley, Staffs. 

TEDDINGTON (Middx.).—Development of 
studios for ABC Television. W. S. Hattrell 
& Ptnrs., architects. (a) W. H. Gaze & Sons 
Ltd., London, SW15. £300,000. 

TRENTHAM.—Extensions to factory at 


Green for RDC. (A) J. J. Curran Ltd., High- 
gate, N19, £242,212. 
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Suitable candidates with the necessary years of experience are considered 
on practice qualifications and examinations are held annually. 


HOWARD 


& Co. 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS 


ENGINEERING SURVEYORS 
AGRICULTURAL 
MINING SURVEYORS 
RATING & VALUATION 





QUANTITY SURVEYORS 


LAND SURVEYORS Established 1837 





TEMPLE BAR 
3927/8, 5255 


BROAD COURT, 
BOW STREET, W.C.2 























